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U.N. appoints Sahnoun to Africa post 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) _ Algerian diplomat 

Mohammad Sahnoun was named Wednesday as joint 

United Nations and Organisation of African Unity 
representative to Africa's troubled Great Lakes 
region. The region comprises Zaire, Rwanda, Burun- 
di, Uganda* Tanzania and Kenya. U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan expressed his "grave preoccupa- 
tion with the problems of the region" where hundreds 
of thousands have died in civil wars, said spokesman 
Fred EckharcL Mr. Sahnoun’s mandate is three fold. 
Mr. Annan says in a letter to Security Council Presi- 
dent Hisashi Owadzu To promote peaceful settle- 
ments to regional conflicts, particularly in eastern 
Zaire and Burundi organise an international confer- 
ence on peace and security in the region: and restore 
unity in strife-tom Zaire. 
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Senate confirms Albright, Cohen 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Senate, with no 
word or vote of dissent, confirmed Madeleine 
Albright as secretary of stale Wednesday, making her 
the highest-ranking woman in any administration. 
After a totally one-sided debate, senators voted ¥9-0. 
Ms. Albright’s swearing-in was expected as early as 
Thursday. She was the First of President Bill Clinton's 
second-term cabinei to pass senate muster. The Senate 
also confirmed former Republican senator William 
Cohen as defence secretary, succeeding William 
Peny. The vote was 99-0. A veteran of 1 8 \ ears in the 
Senate, where he served on the Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee, and six years in the House of Rep- 
resentative. Mr. Cohen is the sole Republican tapped 
for president Clinton’s second-term cabinei. 
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King 
visits 
S. Arabia 
today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
today (Thursday) begins a 
visit to Saudi Arabia during 
which he will perform the 
Umra (the lesser pilgrim- 
age). the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, said. 

The King will later hold 
talks with Saudi King Fahd 
Ben Abdul Aziz and other 
senior Saudi officials on 
bilateral ties and issues of 
common concern. 

In an interview with the 
Saudi AJ Bilad newspaper 
on Wednesday. King Hus- 
sein described Jordanian- 
Saudi relations as strong 
and historic, pointing to the 
efforts exerted by King 
Fahd in supporting Arab 
and Islamic causes. 

King Hussein will be 
accompanied by some fam- 
ily members and Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabarid, a Royal Palace 
official said. 

King Hussein met King 
Fahd last August for the 
first time since the Gulf 
crisis of 1990-91. 

Tfro killed in 

’*» i H 

W/Bank village 

QABATYEH (R) — A 
Palestinian suspected of 
aiding Israel and a Jordan- 
ian were kilted on Tuesday 
in the West Bank village of 
Qabatyeh by unknown 
assailants, Palestinian 
sources said on Wednes- 
day. Mohammad Nimer 
Kmeil, 32, a Palestinian 
who had an Israeli identity 
card, and Majed Khalil 
Ahmed, 28. a Jordanian, 
were shot dead in front of 
Kmeil's house, the sources 
said. u Majed Ahmad is a 
Jordanian of Palestinian 
■origin and he was visiting, 
&tt Kmeil holds an Israeli 
identity card, and both 
were killed in the village 
which is still under Israeli 
security control," said one 
Palestinian source. The 
source said joint Israeli- 
Palestini an patrol jeeps 

arrived at the site of the 
shooting on Tuesday night. 
Israeli soldiers took 
Kmeil's body to an Israeli 
hospital and Ahmad's body 
was taken to Jenin hospital 
in the West Bank. Palestin- 
ian police declined com- 
ment on the killing. 

Majlis approves 
anti-U.S. funding 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The 
Iranian parliament (Majlis) 
for the second consecutive 
year on Wednesday adopt- 
ed a budget to thwart U.S. 
covert action against the 
Islamic republic. The 
assembly set aside 25 bil- 
lion rials ($16 million) to 
fund activities to “foil 
American plots against 
Iran” and its 1979 Islamic 
revolution. The money will 
be used to make "headway 
in international organisa- j 
dons and mobilise world 
public opinion against the 
United States,” according 
to the text of the new law-. 
The ruling came during a 
budget debate for the next 
Iranian year starting March 
21 and was followed by 
calls of "Death to America” 
from the deputies. Last 
year, the parliament adopt- 
ed $20 million for anti-U.S. 
activities in response to 
Washington's decision in 
Dec. 1995 to give its secret 
service a similar amount 
for action against Iran’s 
Islamic government. 


Arafat pledges to 
declare state despite 
Netanyahu threats 


CAIRO (Agencies) <=- 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat brushed aside Israeli 
objections Wednesday and 
said that a Palestinian state 
will be declared *'at the 
right time.” 

Mr. Arafat's statement 
came shortly after the 
Israeli government said it 
would take harsh action if 
the Palestinians unilateral- 
ly declare an independent 
state. 

"Declaring the Palestin- 
ian state is a Palestinian, 
international and Arab 
decision and not an Israeli 
decision,” Mr. Arafat told 
reporters after meeting 
with Arab League officials 
in Cairo. 

“At the right time, and 
after this interim period is 
over, the pPalestinians will 
declare their Palestinian 
state,” he said. 

Israel and the Palestini- 
ans are to complete a final 
peace agreement by May 
1999 that will determine 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel plans to 'annexe* large slice 
of West Bank land to Jerusalem 

ISRAELI AUTHORITIES submitted a proposal 
Wednesday to annex a large tract of West Bank territory 
to Jerusalem, prompting warnings by a Palestinian offi- 
cial that the move could spark a bloodbath. 

The plan, submitted to a ministerial committee headed 
by Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, would link 
East Jerusalem to the settlement of Maale Adumim. five 
kilometres away in the West Bank, said an Israeli 
spokeswoman. 

She declined to give details but the Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper said the project would involve the construc- 
tion of housing estates, highxvays, public transportation 
lines and other infrastructure between Jerusalem and 
Maale Adumim. 

The plan was drawn up by the Israeli municipality in 
Jerusalem, headed by Ehud Olmerr. a close Netanyahu 
associate. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s “ministerial committee for Jerusalem 
affairs” took no decision on the proposal Wednesday, 
but spokeswoman Dina Segal said the panel would 
resume discussion of the matter next week. 

The committee includes the defence, foreign and eight 
other ministers. 

The last time the same body met 'in September it 
approved a recommendation by Mr. Olmert to open a 
second entrance to an archaeological tunnel near Mus- 
lim holy sites in Jerusalem. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti and Palestinian official 
review trade, economic relations 


AMMAN (J. T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and Palestinian 
Minister of Civil Affairs 
Jamil Tarifi on Wednesday 
discussed economic and 
trade links between Jordan 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said ■ that transporta- 
tion of goods between the 
two sides and increasing the 
amounts of Jordanian 

cement to the self-rule areas 
were at the focus of the dis- 
cussions, which also cov- 
ered a number of other 
issues of common concern. 

Israel last month 

announced it was allowing 
Jordan to transport cement 
and oil directly to the Pales- 


tinian territories. 

Jordan started sending 
cement to the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip on Jan.l, 
1997 but the transport of oil 
would have to wait until a 
decision has been reached 
on the issue with the Pales- 
tinians, according to Trans- 
port Minister Nasser Lawzi. 

The arrangement on 
cement was part of an 
accord reached between Jor- 
dan and Israel on replacing a 
back-to-back system of 
transport of Jordanian 
exports through the crossing 
points in the Jordan Valley 
and Wadi Araba. 

Also on Wednesday Mr. 
Kabariti received Adel A1 
Safti, head of an academy 
which serves as a branch of 


the U.N. University in 
Amman. 

Mr. Safti briefed Mr. 
Kabarid on the academy's 
plans and programmes. The 
academy has planned a 
series of three-week semi- 
nars and meetings to be held 
in Amman in June with 
prominent academics from 
around the world attending, 
he said. 

Dr. Safti voiced apprecia- 
tion of Jordan’s support for 
the academy and its pro- 
grammes and for hosting 
the first branch of the U.N* 
University in the Kingdom. 
He also expressed gratitude 
to their Majesties King Hus- 
sein and Queen Noor for 
their keen interest in the uni- 
versity's activities. 


Likud, Labour in broad consensus 
over final status of Palestinian lands 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Leading officials in Israel's rul- 
ing and opposition parties com- 
pleted a document Wednesday 
outlining broad consensus on a 
final status for the Palestinian 
territories, despite disagree- 
ment from many of their col- 
leagues. 

The document was drawn up 
by teams headed by Michael 
Eitan, a leading member- of 
Prime Minister Benyaniin 
Netanyahu's right-wing Likud 
Party, and Yossi Beilin, one of 
the main architects of the Oslo 
peace accords and a candidate 
for the leadership of the Labour 
Party. 

The plan has not been backed 
by Mr. Netanyahu and will 
only be publicised next week. 

It stipulates that Israel would 
keep under its authority most 
Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank. Those settlements in out- 
lying areas would receive spe- 
cial status ensuring their links 
to Israel. 

The sides did not agree on 
what shape Palestinian self-rule 
should ultimately take, with the 
Labour team supporting the 
foundation of a state and Likud 
preferring only a "broad auton- 
omy.” 

But Mr. Eitan insisted he and 
Mr. Beilin had agreed on most 
of the 

restrictions which should be 
placed on the Palestinian entity. 


including that it be demili- 
tarised. 

“What the limitations of the 
entity will be. and what its rela- 
tion to the Arab World and 
Israel and the whole world will 
be — all this xve have agreed 
upon," Mr. Eitan told Israel 
radio. 

The two also were unable to 
compromise on the issue of the 
return of Palestinian refugees 
who fled the territories during 
the 1967 Arab- Israeli war. 

They also left unresolved the 
future status of the Jordan Val- 
ley. where there are several 
Israeli farming settlements and 
that many Israelis want to 
maintain as the country's east- 
ern security border. 

The talks,’ which Mr. Eitan 
said have die blessing of Mr. 
Netanyahu, are aimed at reach- 
ing a broad national consensus 
in Israel on' how much of the 
West Bank should be handed 
over to the Palestinians and 
whether the Palestinians should . 
have an independent state. 

Ephraim Sneh, a minister in 
the previous Labour govern- 
ment, said the agreement does 
not offer the Palestinians an 
independent stare, nor does it 
promise that Israel will stop 
expanding the Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank, which 
he called "a basic issue for the 
permanent agreement with the 

Palestinians." 


The Likud’s Michael Kleiner 
said he would not sign the 
agreement because "it does not 
guarantee Israeli control of the 
international bonder crossing 
points. It will not prevent the 
return of (Palestinian) refugees, 
and it offers to hand over 50 per 
cent of the territory in (the West 
Bank) to the Palestinians ... 
even before agreement has 
been reached on the permanent 
borders." 

Mr. Beilin said the document 
was important to Labour and 
Likud because "in it the Likud 
finally abandons the dream of 
the grearer land of Israel, while 
Labour gives up the idea of 
folding up the settlements." 

The final settlement talks, 
which Mr. Netanyahu has 
promised to begin soon, are 
supposed to resolve such ultra- 
sensitive issues as the status of 

Jerusalem and ihe Jewish set- 
tlements and the question of 
Palestinian statehood. 

Mr. Sneh said Ik and many 
others in his party rejected ihe 
plan as too close to the nation- 
alist creed of Likud. 

“There is no agreement on 
the principle that there will be 
two separate entities in the land 
of Israel,” Mr. Sneh said, refer- 
ring to the area from the Jordan 
River to the Mediterranean Sea 
in which the Likud insists 
Israel will remain the only sov- 
ereign nation. 


Rains, snow expected today and tomorrow 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
will be drenched with 
heavy and occasional thun- 
dery rains as well as snow 
Thursday and Friday, the 
Department of Meteorolo- 
gy said Wednesday. 

The rain which started 
failing Wednesday will 
intensify Thursday and Fri- 
day and extend to cover all 
regions of the country as a 
result of a cold depression 
centred over Syria and 
moving southwards 

towards Jordan, a depart- 
ment official forecasts. 

Hail and snow would fall 
on mountainous regions ris- 
ing 1,000 metres above sea 
level including Sweileh, 
Jubeiha and parts of west- 
ern Amman Wednesday 
night. Thursday and Friday 
with maximum tempera- 
tures expected to reach six 
degrees Centigrade during 
the day dropping to two or 
three at night, the official 
said. The official warned of 
flash floods in low lying 
regions and said visibility 
will be poor especially in 
the hilly regions due to low 
clouds and fog. 


*, s 


# V 3b 



J. . 

•«; " v.« 


A man. shielding himself with an umbrella, waits for a passing taxi in a rain-drenched 
street of Amman on Wednesday (photo by Yousef Allan) 


Before the rains began 
Wednesday, the King Talal 
Dam reservoir, the largest 
in the Kingdom, had just a 
little above 40 million 
cubic metres of flood 
waters, according to an 
official at the dam site. He 


told the Jordan Times that 
the level of water in (he 
reservoir which has an 
overall storage capacity of 
80 million cubic metres 
will rise further as a result 
of the rains expected on 
Thursday and Friday. 


Israel and Syria passing 
messages. Levy discloses 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel’s Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy said on Wednesday he was 
exchanging messages with Damascus indirectly 
and was ready to meet his Syrian counterpart any 
lime to discuss reviving peace talks. 

Mr- Levy also reaffirmed that Israel Was ready 
to resume peace negotiations with Syria based on 
the “land-for-peace" principle which governed 
the 1991 Madrid peace conference. 

“Syria must resume these peace negotiations 
with Israel, without any preconditions, on the 
basis of the principles which permitted the organ- 
isation of the Madrid conference," Mr. Levy said 
on Israel radio. 

"We have agreed to. among these principles. 
U.N. resolution 242. even if we interpret it dif- 
ferently (than the Arabs).” he said. 

The Israeli newspaper Haarelz had reported ear- 
lier in the day that Mr. Levy and Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk AJ Sharaa have been exchanging 
messages through a senior European cabinet min- 
ister. h did not identity the middleman. 

"I hope the things which Syria in fact intends in 
its strategy — the xvay it is passed to me — is 
peace. So the messages I am passing are with this 
aim,” Mr. Levy told Israel Radio when asked 
about the newspaper report. 

But he declined to publicly discuss “a single 
detail" of the exchange. 

On-again, off-again peace talks that began in 
1991 have been stuck over the fate of the Golan 
Heights seized by Israel from Syria in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Syria demands the return of all the strategic 
plateau but Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 


Netanyahu has rejected any withdrawal from the 
Heights. 

A spokesman for Mr. Netanyahu said on Sun- 
day the Israeli leader, elected in May. was pre- 
pared to resume talks with Syria, suspended about 
a year ago, without preconditions. Previous talks 
were based on the concept of Israel trading occu- 
pied Arab land-for-peace. 

"I am ready at any time, at any moment in any- 
place. to meet the Syrian foreign minister to check 
and examine the possibility of entering into nego- 
tiations." Mr. Levy said. 

Haaretz said European officials hoped to bring 
Mr. Levy and Mr. Sharaa together in April at a 
meeting of foreign ministers to further a joint 
Middle Eastern. North African and European 
cooperative effort. 

The Israeli pullback from most of the West 
Bank town of Hebron last week has revived peace 
moves with Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
and interest in the long-stalled talks with Syria 

U.S. Ambassador to Israel Martin lndyk 
appealed to Syria on Tuesday to use Hebron as a 
springboard to further peacemaking. 

Syrian Prime Minister Mahmoud Znubi 
slammed Mr. Netanyahu on Monday, saying: 
’There is no other option but for Israel’s uncondi- 
tional withdrawal from the Golan.” 

Israeli intelligence has warned the government 
that Syria is now the main threat to the Jewish 
state and that war is possible (his year if the two 
sides do not resume peace talks, the Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper reported 


The Jordan Valley 
Authority, which controls 
the darns that irrigate the 
valley’s farmlands in the 
summer, said last week that 
the country's dams have 
held a total of 51.382 mil- 
lion cubic metres of water. 

Libya 
breaks 
air ban 


TUNIS (Rl — Libya said 
on Wednesday a Libyan 
plane had flown an official 
delegation to Ghana's capi- 
tal Accra despite a 1992 
United Nations ban on its 
international flights. 

Libyan state-run televi- 
sion showed footage of a 
Libyan Arab Airlines plane 
and the main sign over an 
arrival hall reading Accra 
airport with Libyan offi- 
cials being greeted. 

A Libyan plane landed in 
Accra airport and left the 
Ghanaian capital less than 
three hours later, a source 
at Accra airpurt con Armed. 

"A Libyan Boeing 747 
arrived here at 8.39 p.m. 
(2039 GMT) yesterday and 
left at 1 1 p.m..’’ said the 
source who was at the air- 
port then. Officials later 
removed records of the 
flight, added the source. 

(Continued on page 7) 


PLO backs 
Libyan offer 
to stranded 
Palestinians 

CAIRO (R) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) said on 
Wednesday it supported 
Libya's abortive attempt to 
help more than 200 Pales- 
tinians stranded on the 
Libyan-Egyprian border, 
despite the refugees’ hostil- 
ity towards Libyan and 
PLO representatives. 

Libya tried to persuade 
the refugees back to Libya 
on Tuesday but the attempt 
ended in fiasco when 
refugees armed with sticks, 
stones and knives kept 
Libyan officials at bay and 
refused to go along with 
the Libyan proposals. 

Most of the refugees have 
spent more than one year in 
their squalid encampment 
between the Libyan and 
Egyptian border posts. 
Libya threw them out in 
1995 and Egypt refuses to 
let them in unless they can 
prove that a third country 
will accept them. 

The Palestinian consul in 

(Continued on page 7) 


House approves changes to 
law on State Security Court 


By Maria Bizri 
Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Wednesday won 
approval for a draft law 
extending the powers of the 
State Security Court in the 
full Lower House of Parlia- 
ment after the draft was 
turned down by the House 
Judicial Committee two 
weeks ago. 

In a Jan. 5 session, the 
Judicial Committee, 
chaired by Islamist Deputy 
Ibrahim Keilani (Amman), 
ruled that the draft law 
could not be endorsed 
because the State Security 
Court was an exceptional 
court and therefore extend- 
ing its powers would be 
“undemocratic" and would 
contradict the concept of an 
independent judiciary. 

But when the draft legis- 
lation, which in essence 
adds 10 paragraphs to the 
existing law related to the 
State Security Court, was 
endorsed with a 42-27 vote 
by the House on Wednes- 
day. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Deputies endorse Royal Organisation 
for Development and Charitable Work 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein will put “all his 
worldly assets” in the Royal Organisation for 
Development and Charitable Work, which Parlia- 
ment established on Wednesday through the enact- 
ment of a 1966 law. Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said. 

Mr. Kabariti said that the association "^vill not be 
an organisation in the normal sense of the word, 
rather its establishment is a personal desire of His 
Majesty the King.” 

The draft law, which was approved by the House, 
stipulates that the organisation will be established 
as an independent legal, financial and administra- 
tive entity. The organisation will be based r 
Amman and will have branches all over the 
dom. >bved 

According to the draft law, which wa^nniittee 
by the Labour and Social DeveIopmep£ organisa- 
at the Lower House on Jan. 7. 19^3te charitable 
tion will participate as well as governed by a 
activities in the country. It Appointed hy Koval 
board of trustees which wilK 

d ^, ree -.. . .. A \\ have an executive sec- 

Also the organisation asseraMv wh j ch W |H be 

retary and a the board's regulations, 

appointed accordij^ ve an independent budget 

° f “■ and be 

his cabinet, the draft law I 
s^ftaTwiU be responsible for the implement- 
tion of law. 
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Arabs divided over 


Sudan plea for help 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Divisions have emerged in 
Arab capitals over pleas 
from rhe Is!amic-led 
regime in Sudan for help 
against what Khartoum 
insists are Ethiopian and 
Eritrean attacks on its east- 
ern border. 

The Cairo-based 22- 
member Arab League, of 
which Sudan is a member, 
reacted to an official com- 
plaint from Sudan by duly 
distributing it to the other 
members without issuing 
any judgement on the fight- 
ing. 

The three main Arab 
powers — Egypt, Syria and 
Saudi Arabia — who usual- 
ly coordinate their views 
failed to agree on Sudan 
while Iraq. Qatar, Yemen, 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment voiced sympathy. 

Sudan considers the 
fighting as a plan by the 
United Stares to destabilise 
Khartoum, which is on 
Washington's list of coun- 
tries allegedly sponsoring 
terrorism. 

The president of the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates said his 
country was willing to help 
end the fighting in eastern 
Sudan, which he described 
as an internal matter. 

"If our Sudanese brothers 
a«k us to intervene with the 
parties (implicated in the 
conflict ) we will be ready 
to do so." said Sheikh 
Zuyed Ben Sultan Al Naya- 
han after meeting with 
Sudanese Cabinet Secre- 
tary Salaheddin Moham- 
mad Ahmed Karrar. 

“1 urge our brothers in 
Sudan to end their conflict 
and if they are not able to 
do so. they only have to ask 
Arab countries to inter- 
vene." Sheikh Zayed told 
the official UAE news 
agency WAM. 

Egypt. Sudan's closest 
neighbour, and Saudi Ara- 
bia turned a deaf ear when 
Sudanese Vice .President.., 
Al-Zubair Mohammad 
Saleh-called /on. President . 
Hosni Mubarak and King 
Fahd respectively seeking 
support. 

In fact, statements issued 
in Cairo and Riyadh dis- 
missed claims by Sudan 
that Eritrea and Ethiopia 
were responsible for the 
attacks which started Jan. 

12 against its eastern bor- 
der. 

They stressed it was only 
a domestic problem involv- 
ing the Islamic government 
of Sudanese President 
Omar A l Bashir and a coali- 
tion of opposition forces. 

Mr. Mubarak made it 
clear he had no intention of 
intervening in Sudan so as 
to avoid “attacking Sud- 
anese people" and said that 
southern rebel leader and 
military commander of the 
opposition John Carang 
had assured him he had no 


intention of carving up 
Sudan. 

The Saudi daily Al 
Riyadh, which usually ref- 
lects the official Saudi 
view, drove the nail home 
as Mr. Saleh walked away 
empty-handed from calks 
with King Fahd. 

“Any Arab action will 
have no effect (on the fight- 
ing) because reconciliation 
in Sudan is an affair which 
concerns the Sudanese,*’ Al 
Riyadh said. 

These statements appe- 
ared to bolster the opposi- 
tion which has turned up 
the heat on Khartoum, call- 
ing for the overthrow of the 
regime and claiming mili- 
tary gains. 

“The real front is in Khar- 
toum and your duty ... is to 
rally the people and over- 
throw the corrupt regime,” 
Sadeq Al Mahdi, Sudan’s 
former prime minister and 
head of the Umma Party, 
told the armed forces and 
police. 

Colonel Garang, who this 
week stressed that Islam 
and Sudan's unity were not 
threatened, meanwhile 
claimed in a statement from 
Asmara to have killed 
1 ,260 government troops 
during clashes in eastern 
Sudan between Jan. 12 and 
16. 

But refusing defeat. 
Sudan pressed on with its 
diplomatic drive ro secure 
support with visits by Mr. 
Saleh to Syria and Qarar. 
which has already 
announced plans to set up a 
ministerial committee to 
help the Sudanese people. 

In Damascus, Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam told Mr. Saleh 
his country “is opposed to 
any foreign intervention in 
the affairs of Sudan” and 
linked Sudan's security to 
overall Arab security. 

But he fell short of level- 
ling any charges against 
Eritrea and Ethiopia which 
have denied any involve- 
ment in Sudan. 

' Jordan. ' Iraq and Yemen' ' 
called for Arab support for 
Khartoum and denounced 
foreign attacks on a mem- 
ber Arab state. 

“The (Jordanian) parlia- 
ment considers the aggres- 
sion on Sudan a precursor 
to aggression against other 
Arab countries?* a state- 
ment in Amman said, 
describing the fighting as a 
threat to Sudanese unity, 
security and stability. 

It urged the Arab League 
to reactivate the dormant 
Arab defence pact and “to 
present the case to the 
international community in 
support of Sudan.” 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabarili said Sudan 
was the “victim of a con- 
spiracy that is largetting the 
unity of its people and terri- 
tories." 



Bahrain preparing trial v 
of Iran-backed militants 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Bah- 
rain is completing prepara- 
tions for a trial of 8 1 people 
accused of belonging to an 
Iranian-backed group plot- 
ting to overthrow the 
Bahraini government, 

lawyers said Wednesday. . 

The state security court is . 
expected to begin trying the 

suspected Hizbollah- 

Bahrain militants after the 
Holy Month of Ramadan 
ends on Feb. 7, lawyers 
contacted in Bahrain said. 

All files are ready and the 
minister of justice is con- 
sulting with the prosecutor 
to designate lawyers for the 
defendants who could face 
the death penalty if con- 
victed of the charges. 

Fifty-four suspects are 
being held by the Bahraini 
authorities,, while the 
remaining 27 are at large 
and will be tried in absen- 


On June 3, Bahrain pub- 
licly announced the arrests 
of 29 militants and accused: 
Iran of having armed and *, 
financed Hizbollah-Bah- 
rain in a bid to overthrow:: 
the government. More were - 
arrested later. 

Iran rejected the accirsa- - 
tion. 

In October. Bahrain V- 
Foreign Minister Sheikh: 
Mohammad Ben Mubarak 
Al Khalifa said relations 
with Iran had improved fol-: 
lowing Syrian mediation. 

At least 26 people have 
been killed in Bahrain since 
anti-government unrest 
erupted in December 1994" 
with Shiite Muslim dem- 
ands that the Sunni Mus- 
lim-led government restore 
the parliament suspended 
in 1975. ■ 


PALESTINIAN CONTROL: A Palestinian woman gives'tfetails to two Palestinian policemen after be: 
involved in a minor traffic accident on Wednesday in the Palestinian controlled part of the West Ba 

c o.i n i i _■ __ • ... *» r _ . j • i __ _ ci ii 1 : I 


town of Hebron as Palestinian police assume responsibilities for daily life after the Israeli troop rede- 
ployment from 80 per cent of Hebron. The area of the city in this photo is along the line dividing the Jew- 
ish and the Palestinian controlled areas (Reuters photo) 


UAE paper’s manager held in Sudan 


Israelis, Libyans cooperate in fight against AIDS 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ignoring the srate of war between their 
governments. Israelis and Libyans are working together to bat- 
tle the spread of AIDS in Libya, an official with the Jerusalem 
AIDS project said Wednesday. 

Project chairman Inon Schenker said the cooperation began 
last year when Israeli educator Hani Rosenberg gave a semi- 
nar in Europe on AIDS prevention to young doctors from 
around the world, including three physicians from Libya. 

“The Libyan physicians found that the education package we 
developed here in Israel and which has been translated into 
Arabic was very much relevant to North Africa,” Mr. Schenker 
told AFP. 

"Not only have they begun using material developed by us 
but have been very successful.” he said. 

Libya does not provide official figures for AIDS infections 
in the country but health experts estimate there are about 100 
cases, compared to official figures in Israel of 1.501 persons 
infected with the HIV vims that causes AIDS and 459 people 
w ith the disease itself. 

Mr. Schenker said the Jerusalem AIDS project had been in 
regular direct telephone contact with the Libyan doctors, 
whom he did not identify, and that he was unaware of any 


attempt by the Libyan authorities to halt the contacts even 
though the government of Colonel Moamar Qhadhafi remains 
one of Israel’s most fierce opponents. 

“We are putting together the enemies of the past to fighr this 
virus and disease," Mr. Schenker said, noting that according to 
World Health Organisation figures, the number of HIV-infect- 
ed persons had doubled in the Middle East over the past two 
years although the disease remains much less prevalent than in 
Africa or Asia. 

"We don’t realy mind or care who are our partners are in 
fighting this disease.” he said. “We are very happy whenever 
people put themselves beyond politics and help heal others.” 

Mr. Schenker said the Jerusalem aids project also works 
closely with educators and health workers in the Palestinian 
territories, Jordan. Egypt and Tunisia and had won acclaim for 
its Arabic language AIDS prevention materials aimed at ado- 
lescents. S1, 

“You can’t prevent Israelis from being infected if you can't 
work with foreign workers coming from Jordan or the Pales- 
tinian territories or elsewhere." he said. “This needs regional 
action and we have been able to develop a regional network of 
health workers and educators for AIDS prevention.” 


DUBAI (R) — The United Arab Emirates f UAE) Al Khaleej 
newspaper said on Wednesday that Sudanese authorities had 
arrested its office manager in Khartoum. It said security forces 
arrested Noureddine Madani on Tuesday without giving any 
reasons. It said the Sudanese A I wan newspaper had on Satur- 
day attacked Al Khaleej and the other UAE paper Al Bayan for 
printing material alleged to be opposed to Sudan's beliefs. 


Sharansky to visit Russia next week 


Gulf war blast may have harmed troops — study 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
soldiers who were close to 
Iraqi gas weapons blown up 
at the end of the 1991 Gulf 
war have more pain in mus- 
cles and joints chan those who 
were further away, a govern- 
ment repon said on Tuesday. 

It was the first government 
study to show not only dial 
U.S. troops were near the 
explosions of Iraqi chemical 
weapons but also thaL some 
might have been made sick 
by the blasts. 

Dr. Kenneth Kizer, the 
department of Veterans 
Affairs’ under secretary for 
health, reported the finding at 
a hearing by a House of Rep- 
resentatives government 
reform subcommittee but 
said more research was need- 
ed to determine whether the 
gas explosions in fact caused 
the muscle and joint pains. 

Dr. Kizer said the studv 


was based on medical exami- 
nations of 1.978 of the 21,799 
U.S. soldiers tharthe Defence 
Department had said were 
within 50 kmilometre when 
U.S. troops blew up Iraq’s 
kamisiyah weapons dump, 
which contained sarin and 
mustard gas weapons, in 
March 1991. 

He said 81 of the soldiers 
“who have been identified as 
part of the on-site Kamisiyah 
demolition team have been 
diagnosed with muscu- 
loskeletal conditions at a 
higher rate than veterans who 
were further away.” 

The finding was prelimi- 
nary. coming from a comput- 
er analysis that showed those 
facts, he said, and more study 
was needed to determine 
whether low levels of gas at 
Kamisiyah indeed caused 
those and other ailments. 

Bernard Rostker, the senior 


Pentagon official charged . 
with overseeing the investi- 
gation into Gulf war illness- 
es. said later that the findings 
did not represent a formal 
study and thai no conclusions 
could be reached immediate- 
ly. - 

“This is not a study. It is 
five or six pages of tables 
with no explanation." Mr. 
Rostker, an assistant navy 
secretary, told reporters, “i’ve 
got five tables without any 
documentation ... I’m con- 
fused as to what the differ- 
ences in the different tables 
are.” Mr. Rostker said he 
could not say whether muscle 
ache and joint pain were 
common results of low level 


exposure to nerve agents 
because “we don't have a lot 
of experience with low level 
chemical exposures that we 
can document at this point." 

The computer study pro- 


duced the first evidence in. 
what has been a my&ery of 
whether chemical agents may 
have been one cause of 
symptoms suffered by thou- 
sands of Gulf war veterans 
that have been called Gulf 
war syndrome. They include 
fatigue, muscle and joint 
pains and memory trouble, 

The study, released at the 
hearing, showed that 30.9 per 
cent of the 81 soldiers close 
to the explosion had muscle 
and joint pains, compared to 
25.9 per cent of all 1,978 in 
the area and 25.3 per cent of 
all 52,216 Gulf war veterans 
the veterans administration 
has examined. 

But the computer study 
found the 8 1 soldiers suffered 
fewer mental problems and 
respiratoiy. nervous system 
and blood circulation prob- 
lems than the other two 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Israeli Trade and Industry Minister 
Nathan Sharansky, who was formerly a Soviet dissident, win 
begin a four-day visit to Russia Monday for talks aimed at 
boosting economic cooperation, the Israeli embassy said ! 
Wednesday. An embassy statement said it would be Mr. Sha-. I 
ransky’s first visit to Russia since he left the country for Israel 
in 1986, as well as the first visit to Russia by a minister in the | 
government of Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. Mr. Sha- 1 
ransky will head a 90-strong delegation of government offi- j 
cials and Israeli businessmen, and their talks are expected to I 
focus on trade in telecommunications, medical equipment and 
agriculture. The Israeli officials plan to meet Russian Econo- J 
my Minister Yevgeny Yasin, Health Minister Tatyana 
Dmitriyeva. Telecommunications Minister Vladimir Bulgak 
and Agriculture Minister Viktor Khlystun. Talks are also 
planned with Russian Deputy Prime Minister Vladimir Fonov, 
who co-chairs the Russian-Israeli Economic Commission. 
Israeli-Russian trade has doubled every year for the past five 
years, and in 1996 reached nearly S500 mjllioa. the press. 1 
release ^aid. . i,'..'. 


Mufti: No top government jobs for women 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s mufti Sheikh Nasr Farid Wassel has 
said women should not seek high-ranking government posts 
because that would be against nature, the official news agency 
MENA reported on Wednesday. “If a woman asked for a high- 
ranking position in government, she would be acting against 
nature because such jobs demand firmness while a woman’s 
nature is characterised by clemency and tenderness." the top 
cleric said. 


Dubai police seek help from Taiwan, S. Korea 


groups. 


DUBAI (AFP) — The emirate of Dubai is sending a police 
delegation to Taiwan and South Korea to seek help in bolster- 
ing its elite police force, Al Bayan newspaper reported on 
Wednesday. The delegation from the Dubai emergency force 
will fly this week to the two southeast Asian countries for two 
weeks of meetings with officials' and to visit police institutions, 
said its chief, Brigadier Juruma Al Sayegh. “We want to get 
acquainted with the functions of the emergency units there and 
benefit from their advanced technical experience,” he told the 
paper. Brig. Sayegh said the visit would pave the way for a 
two-year plan to develop the Dubai emergency force, which is 
tasked with protecting vital installations, preventing riots and 
illegal protests, and dealing with bomb threats. 
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Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Oiurch Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 77 1 331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S27I26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


be northwesterly moderate io 
active and seas choppy. 


Mini^Max. Temperatures 

Amman .03/06 

Aqaba .08/16 

Deserts -03/09 

Jordan Valley >.08/15 


WEATHER 


! CHURCHES 

i' May of Nazareth Church 
j Sweifieh, Tel. S 10740 
! Assemblies of God Church Tel 
i 632785. 

| SL Joseph Church TeL 624590 
i Church of the .Annunciation 


Bulletin supplied by rhe Depart- 
ment ,>fMeteanilngy 
The effect of the depression will 
intensify during the weekend. 
Temperatures will drop signifi- 
cantly with rainfall expected in 
! 'st regions and winds becom- 
"I® vesterly to northwesterly 
to active. Snow will 
o^anas that are 1.000 
metres above itvei particu- 
larly in the southern pahs of the 
Kingdom. In Aqaba, winds will 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaha 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 98 per cent. 
Aqaba 50 per ecr.L 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

De Rawhi Sukkar S56457 

Dr. Fadd Al Khateeb 865456 

Dc Gazi Abn Sheikha ..752405 

Dr. Mflokhte Balsseh S1922J 

Flras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmdsaai pharmacy ....637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy .....623672 

Najlb pharmacy J547632 

SRBID: 

Dr. Fahid Jaber 984549 

Al Quds pharmacy \ — > 

ZARQA: 

De GariT? ? nxmeb 250080 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9S54I7 


ChU Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 62I1U. 
657777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank -.775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TVaffic Police ... 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints — ..■,■...■■,,■■■.,■■897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7S7 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls ...010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

AbdaG Telephone Repairs 
661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 ] 1. 

Water Authority 680 100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

_B15615 

Electric Power Company 


RJ Flight Information OS- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637111 
Civil Defence Department 
661 II I 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

„8 1 38 13/32 

Khafidi Maternity. ~644?81ffi 


Akfleh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .. — 636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 

University Hospital ..... .845845 

AI-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaG 666126G7 

APf\hli,Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-MuhaJreen 

...J... 777101/3 

Al-jBashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 8916 1 i/I 5 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674 155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Sargery ...865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

U-,. (09)900560 

IbnSlna Hospital 109)986732 
Al Httcmft Modern Hospital 

— (09)990590 

XRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Grade Catholic Hospital 

-..(021272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

^_.„...._(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital 

„.(03)3l4ni 


AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always he verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (.52700) or 
08(53250). 


20-J5 .Cairo (MS) 

21:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


04:35 .Rome (AZ) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 .MaikafRW) 

20-30 .Aqaba (RW) 


HUAZ railway train 


0920 

18:55 


Aqaba (RWj. 

.Tel Aviv (RW) 


DEPARTURES 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJj Flights 

07:30 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:15 Bombay (RJ) 

08: IS -Dhahran. Riyadh /RJ) 

09:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 .Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10r05 Berirut (RJ) 

Hk30 Colombo (RJ) 

15:30 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 .'London (RJ) 

17:15 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

18:10 -Athens (RJ) 

19:00 .—.-I Moscow (RJ) 

19HI5 — Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 
19:25 — Bangkok, Calcutta. (RJ) 
1930 ...Casablanca. Rome <RJ) 
19M5 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi, (add) 
(RJ) 

02:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09:00 — Moscow (RJ) 

1030 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
11:00 Amsterdam; Chicago (RJ) 
11:05 AmamhiEManaLTorDtfoiRJi 

12ri)0 Rome. Paris (RJ] 

1*00 leddah (add) (RJ) 

- ---London (RJ) 

JJ20 Athens (RJ) 

2<kl<) .Cairo (RJ) 

20:1a Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2ftaj — LamacaflU) 

2030 leddah (add) (RJ) 

21:30 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

SI™ — — leddah (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta 
(RJ) 

07:30 Jeddah (add) (RJj 


Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 
Monday 

Art Damascus 5:00 ptn. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 m 
evety Sunday 

Ait. A mm an 5:00 pin. every 
Sunday 


MAR KET PRICES 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apple 

Banana 


700/500 1 

.....550/550 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

international 


Other Flights 

U:00 Doha(Q 7 ) 

12:40 .Doha(GF) 

13:30 -Riyadh (SY) 

J4.-I0 — Shariqah (AH) 

*5:15 — Damascus (Q 7 ) 

JSf -Dubai (EK) 

JhlO ....... — ....Beirut (ME) 


Other Flights 

o&oo — Istanbul (TK) 

U/.35 Beirut, London (BA) 

Beirut (ME) 

flT; Damascus (07) 

J3J0 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

JSX “AW®** (AH) 

* -Doha (Q7) 

17:15 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

SIS -.Cairo (MS) 

SJo :i A " v ( LY ) 

— -Amsterdam (KL) 


Banana (imported)... 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) .... 
Cucumber (small)™ 

Eggplant. 

Fava beans 

Garlic 

Grape fftiit ~ 

Lemon 

Marrow (lai?e).._ 

Marrow (.small) 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 

Peas 

Pfe PP er (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Radish 

Spinach ... ’ 

String beans 

Tomato 


-900/700 

60/40 

.200/160 

170/100 

180/100 

-330/2000 

150/100 

800/650 

...1100/850 

150/80 

..._36a/250 

MOT0O 

....22(3/1 SO 

180/100 

180/100 

.550/400 

... 850/700 
,....280/180 

.280/180 

-...26G/160 
.....130/100 
— 230/350 

600/400 

150/100 
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By Francesca Clriaci 

Special m ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With some 
fearing the creation of a 
rift between Christians 
and Muslims and others 
bemoaning the progres- 
sive dissolution of Christ- 
ian heritage and commu- 
nities. Jordanian Chris- 
tians are divided over the 
establishment of a Christ- 
ian political party. 

“The establishment of a 
Christian party, on the 
same basis as we already 
have Islamic parties, will 
not create new conflicts, 
but simply affirm the 
Christian presence in the 
region and show the West 
that Arab does not mean 
Muslim only,” maintained 
leader of the proposed 
Christian Arab Democrat- 
ic Party (CADP) Sami 
Si wady. 

Still in its founding 
phase and not yet licensed 
by the Ministry of Interi- 
or, the CADP has already 
gathered. 500 signatories, 
Mr. Siwady told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Stressing ttaai the party 
is open to members of 
any religion and that actu- 
ally ‘*many” of the 500 
signatories are Muslim, 
Mr. . Siwady reassured 
“those who are afraid that 
the CADP will degenerate 
into Christian fanaticism, 
that extremists will be 
systematically expelled 
from the party.” 

Reiterating the non-sec- 
tarian character of the 
CADP. Mr. Siwady said 
that one of the first 
actions undertaken by his 
fledgling party was to file 
an official petition to the 
Israeli government 
demanding the release of 
spiritual leader and 
Hamas activist Sheikh 
Ahmad. Yassin, jailed in 
Israel for over eight years 
aijd seriously ill. 

However, 'some of lead- 
ing Christian political 
personalities in the King- 
dom have distanced 
themselves from the pro- 
ject and raised serious 
concerns over the conse- 
quences of the establish- 
ment of a Christian party. 

When contacted by the 
Jordan Times and asked 
to comment on Mr. 
Siwady ’s project, Christ- 
ian leader of the Social 
Democrats and veteran 


politician Issa Madanat 
declared his aversion “to 
religious parties in gener- 
al," and opined that the 
establishment of a Christ- 
ian party would “create 
unnecessary divisions in a 
society which has 
achieved integration.'’ 

Historian and Director 
of the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University 
of Jordan Mustafa. 
Hamameh, who ran for 
the Christian seat in the 
Parliamentary elections 
of ' 1989, defined the 
CADP project as 
“counter-productive.” 

“There is neither need 
nor space nowadays in 
Jordanian politics for a 
specifically Christian 

agenda,” he said. 

Mr. Siwady did noL 
deny that leading Christ- ? 
ian personalities demon- 
strated skepticism and 
admitted that many of 
them, when personally 
contacted, would not even 
reply concerning the pro- 
ject. 

Especially those in high 
government or official 
positions, “do not want to 
have anything to do with 
the establishment of the 
CADP," he complained. 

“But they will change 
their mind once the pro- 
ject takes off and proves 
successful,” he added. 

Envisaging the creation 
of a “Christian bank and a 
Christian insurance com- 
pany.” Mr. Siwady 
declared that “the party 
will not be linked to a par- 
ticular country,” but gath- 
er its supporters from all 
parts of the Arab World. 

Revealing the signifi- 
cantly “Palestinian” char- 
acter of the CADP, how- 
ever, Mr. Siwady, himself 
originally from Bethle- 
hem and founder of a Jor- 
danian-based movement 
for the liberation of Pales- 
tine back in 1 967, . said , 
that a large- -percentage of 
the 500 signatories are 
originally from the West 
Bank. 

Highly critical of Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat's 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNAJ. espe- 
cially in regards to its 
human rights records. Mr.- 
Siwady disclosed that he 
has been addressed by 
Mr. Arafat in a personal 
correspondence as 
CADP President," though 


the party has not yet 
received PNA official 
approval to open branch- 
es in the West Bank. 

Mr. Siwady estimated 
that half a million Chris- 
tians are currently living 
on both banks of the Jor- 
dan River, while “at least 
300,000 Christians are 
residing in Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf countries." 

Object of various 
national and international 
studies, statistics on the 
percentage of Christians 
in Jordan are controver- 
sial, but official sources 
on the average place the 
Christian community at 
six per cent of the total 
population. Some unoffi- 
cial statistics claim that 
Christians constitute only 
three per cent of Jordan’s 
population. 

Two ministerial posts 
and nine seats in the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment are allocated for 
Christians. 

Mr. Siwady embodies 
the anxiety of many 
regarding the future of 
Christian communities in 
the Middle East which he 
sees in danger of “vanish- 
ing” due to factors both 
social and economic. 

According to him, that 
Christian families gener- 
ally do not have as many 
children as Muslim fami- 
lies and that the system of 
arranged marriages was 
abandoned among Chris- 
tians fifty years ago 
resulted in a progressive 
“shrinking” of the Christ- 
ian community. 

Furthermore, many 
Christians have migrated 
“seeking a better and 
more liberal life,” Mr. 
Sidawy added. 

"We do not want to see 
the Christians evacuated 
from the Holy Land," he 
stated. 

“I want the tourists to 
die Holy Land to see not 
only Christian stones, but 
Christian people as well,” 
he concluded. 


Two bodies located in oil tanker collision 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Authorities 
were able to locate two 
bodies Tuesday from two 
burnt tankers on the 
A mm an -Iraq highway, and 
declared possible that more 
people could have been in 
the trucks when they burst 
into flames. 

“We were able to locate 
two bodies from the wreck- 
age, however, there remains 
the fear that more people 
were riding in the tankers 
when the accident 
occurred,” an official ■ 
source said. 

Officials were unable to 
identify any of the bodies 
as they were burnt beyond 
recognition and all their 
belongings destroyed. 

“The two tankers 
slammed into each other 
and turned into a fire ball 
which caused the metal to 
melt,” a Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) official 
said. 

. One official stated it like- ■ 
ly that there were no pas- 
sengers in the trucks. 

“From our experience. 


usually drivers of tankers 
travel alone when going on 
long trips,” the official told 
the Jordan Times. 

The accident, which 
occurred in Azraq near the 
border at 1 :00 p. m.. 
involved two” Jordanian 
tankers, one hauling crude 
oil from' Iraq and another 
going to Iraq empty, official 
reports said. 

A police official contact- 
ed by the Jordan Times 
blamed the driver of the 
empty tanker for dangerous 
overtaking. 

As of Wednesday 
evening, authorities were 
still unable to determine the 
identity of the two bodies 
and said they were investi- 
gating the incident. 

Meanwhile, police are 
still investigating the death, 
of a prominent business^*' 
man who was found shot 
dead in his Aqaba office on 
Monday, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Akiham— Mifleh, 41, an 
Amman resident, was 
found dead in his Aqaba 
office with one shot to the 
head and a gun beside him, 
according to preliminaty 


police reports. 

The reports speculated 
that Mr. Mifleh “possibly 
committed suicide,” with- 
out giving any motives for 
why Mr. Mifleh. a father of 
five, might have taken his 
own life. 

A dose relative of the 
man told the Jordan Times 
Wednesday that the victim 
had neither financial nor 
familial problems and that 
he had no enemies. 

“We are shocked because 
[Mr. Mifleh] never com- 
plained of problems nor 
constraints,” he said. 

According ro the relative, 
Mr. Mifleh. who owns 
many businesses in Amman 
and Aqaba, travelled to 
Aqaba to check on one of 
them when the incident 
occurred. 

Neighbours found Mr. 
Mifleh’s car, parked near 
his office, with the doors 
open and informed authori- 
ties. 

Police have- affirmed that 
they are investigating the 
incident. 
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Ministry, poultry company provide extra supplies for Ramadan 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Supply is cur- 
rently coordinating with the 
Duleil Poultry Company to 
help provide’ poultry espe- 
cially during the month of 
Ramadan. Company Board 
Chairman Salem Lawzi 
said Wednesday. 

Since the start of 
Ramadan the company has 
ken selling poultry for JD 


1.4 a kilo, a reduction of. 
100 fils since before the 
month's start. Dr. Lawzi, 
who is also director general 
of the Agricultural Market- 
ing OriSnisaiion (AMO), 
stated. 

The partially government 
controlled company, estab- 
lished with a 1986 mandate 
from the Council of Minis- 
ters, boasts a JD 6 million 
capital of which JD 4.5 mil- 
lion was provided by gov- 


ernment institutions, he 
added. 

Mr. Ibrahim said that the 
Ministry of Supply earlier 
pledged to import 2,000 
tonnes of poultry meat but 
this, he stated, will not be 
marketed in Jordan until the 
company's stored poultry 
has been consumed as pri- 
ority goes to local farmers. 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, January 23-24, 1997 


High Court annuls student’s expulsion 


By Sacha Baggili 

Special to the Jordan Times. 

AMMAN — The High Court of 
Justice this week annulled a Min- 
istry of Education decision to expel 
a student from the Amman Bac- 
calaureate School (ABS). 

The student was one of the three 
boys expelled from the ABS senior 
school for jointly attacking another 
member of the same grade on the 
first day of school in September 
1996. 

The decision was originally taken 
by the disciplinary committee of 
the ABS, made up of teaching staff, 
parents and school administrators, 
and approved by the Ministry of 
Education which subsequently 
began arrangements for the transfer 
of the threeXoys to other schools in 
Amman. 

A father of one of the three took 
legal action against the ministry’s 
decision to expel his son from the 
ABS. : 

The father, whose name together 
with the names of the students 
involved is being witheld. by the 
Jordan Times for ethical reasons, 
insisted,’’the incident was exagger- 
ated by school teachers and the 
school’s disciplinary committee.” 

According to Hannah Noddy, the 
lawyer presenting the case against 


the ministry, the child’s punishment 
was far harsher than the offence 
warranted. 

He stressed that the child had no 
previous disciplinary record and 
that furthermore the punishment 
did not fall under disciplinary regu- 
lations issued under the Education 
Act of 1964, which must be fol- 
lowed by private schools. 

“The regulations state that disci- 
pline must be dispensed in a correc- 
tive rather than a punitive manner." 
Mr. Naddy said. 

Moreover, he told the Jordan 
Times that according to the discipli- 
nary guide, a pupil must receive 
three official warnings prior to 
expulsion from a government 
school. 

In citing this rule, Mr. Naddy con- 
tended that a gap exists in regula- 
tions as the guide does not specify 
that this particular regulation 
applies to private as well as govern- 
ment schools, leading to confusion. 

According to Watfa Jabi. director 
of private schools in Amman, such 
anomalies regarding disciplinary 
regulations in privare schools have 
been pointed out to Minister of 
Education Munther Masri, since 
they “do indeed need to be 
addressed.” 

Mr. Naddy told the Jordan Times 
that despite non-specific regula- 


tions for private schools, the deci- 
sion by the High Court Saturday 
was based on the child in question 
having had no previous reprimands 
and therefore the decision by the 
disciplinary committee was exces- 
sive and not in keeping with the 
“corrective” approach set by the 
education ministry guide. 

ABS Headmistress Samia Farra 
refused to comment on the issue but 
other spokespersons from the ABS, 
requesting anonymity, told the Jor- 
dan Times that they were concerned 
with the rise in student violence. 

“The incident was an extremely 
serious attack by three pupils 
against another. The victim was 
thrown on the ground and repeated- 
ly kicked in the body and the head,” 
one berson said. 

“Toe disciplinary committee did 
not make a haphazard decision, and 
each of the boys’ files were studied 
carefully. Although there were no 
previous reprimands there were 
indications of prior disciplinary 
problems,” she continued. 

Ii was also asserted by ABS 
spokespersons rhat according to the 
Ministry of Education's discipli- 
nary guide, “if an instrument is 
used in a violent act. the offender 
can be expelled from school with- 
out advance warning.” 

“The school's disciplinary com- 


mittee considered the hard boots of 
the three boys as instruments.” they 
said. 

In response ro the High Court rul- 
ing, one ABS spokesperson 
exclaimed. “What were we sup- 
posed to do, wait for a child to be 
killed?” 

The aforementioned father, said 
that he did not want his son's future 
damaged as a result of the school's 
wish ro "make an example of him.” 

Ms. Jabi said that a farther diffi- 
culty in dealing with the transfer of 
pupils from private schools us a 
result of disciplinary decisions was 
that “they often follow educational 
curricula, such as the International 
General Certificate of Education 
(IGCE), which may not be offered 
in other schools.” 

Such transfers do not therefore 
constitute "corrective" measures, 
she said. 

Although, according to the High 
Court’s ruling, the Ministry of Edu- 
cation's decision must be annulled, 
neither the boy’s father. Ms. Jabi. 
nor ABS spokespersons were able 
to state whether the child in ques- 
tion would now resume studies ut 
the school. 

According to the father, all three 
boys are currently attending 
schools abroad. 


JWA calls for intellectuals 
to back ‘Sudanese struggle’ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Writers Association 
(JWA) Wednesday issued a statement denouncing alleged 
Ethiopian and Eritrean aggression towards Sudan as well 
as interference in its internal affairs. 

The statement, quoted by the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
called on all Arab writers and intellectuals to back the 
Sudanese struggle in repelling aggression as well as pro- 
tecting its sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

Describing these reported attacks on the eastern and 
southern regions of Sudan as a serious conspiracy, the 
statement said that other Arab nations are under danger of 
facing a similar aggression necessitating a united brave 
Arab front. 

It continued that aggression against Sudan is a threat 
against the entire Arab World and therefore should be han- 
dled accordingly. 

Earlier this week, the Lower House of Parliament issued 
a statement condemning this reported hostility and the 
prime minister issued a statement voicing Jordan's support 
for Sudan. . _ - - . . ' 

His Majesty King Hussein, in a Monday meeting with 
Sudanese Minister of Justice Abdul Baser Sabadrau'reiter- 
ated Jordan's support for Sudan, stressing that no govern- 
ment had the right to interfere in that country's internal 
affairs. 

Also Wednesday the Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan sum- 
moned the Jordanian people to contribute to succour the 
Sudanese. 

“Your brothers in Sudan are waging a battle to defend the 
nation and shedding blood in the course of repelling colo- 
nial and criminal aggression," the statement said. 

It urged the public to offer moral and material support to 
the Sudanese people. 

Jamil Nimri. a columnist for A1 Ra’i Arabic daily 
Wednesday said that while Jordan supports Sudan's sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity, it also supports political plu- 
ralism and democracy there. 


Ministry cracks down on ‘professional beggars 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment’s Social Defence 
Department Wednesday 
announced that 221 mendi- 
cants have been apprehend- 
ed since the beginning of 
the month of Ramadanr 
Department officials 
launched intensive cam- 
paigns in AmmanV Zarqa 
and Irbid and found that 


many of those who were 
supplicating funds were not 
actually in need of help but 
rather were "professional 
beggars” 

Some of these persons 
were found to possess 
mobile telephones used to 
contact one another during 
their daily tours, according 
to department officials who 
maintained that those in 


actual need of help will be 
transferred to the National 
Aid Fund for rehabilitation 
or -assistance while others 
wilt be detained for posing 
as vagrants. 

In the case of harassment 
by these mendicants, the 
department urges the public 
to contact the Ministry of 
Social Development. 


National Music Conservatory 
arranges Ramadan concert series 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

CONTINUING WHAT has now 
become a tradition, the National 
Music Conservatory (NMC) — Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation — is present- 
ing a particularly interesting pro- 
gramme of concerts, especially 
arranged for the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

Following the Munir Bashir recital 
and the Russian duo Maria Safariants 
and Constantine Orbelian. the NMC is 
organising a truly exceptional concert 
with French piano genius Philippe 
Giusiano. 


A genuine specialist of Frederic 
Chopin repertoire — he has already 
won the prestigious* competition twice 
— Giusiano cofndS'from Marseilles 
where he started his love affair with 
the keyboard at the age of five. A grad- 
uate of the illustrious Conservatoire 
National de Paris. France. Philippe 
Giusiano will play mainly Chopin 
pieces, including three Impromptus 
one Fantaisie, two Scherzos ^nd the 
beautiful, well-known Twelve Etudes. 

He will open the recital with a spe- 
cial tribute to French musician Robert 
Casadessus. The event is held under 
the patronage of the French Ambas- 
sador to Jordan, Bernard Bajolet. 


Water everywhere , but is there a drop to drink? 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Lack of rain 
this winter appears to be 
only the beginning of the 
crisis facing the national 
water supply. 

“Many people are 
bemoaning the lack of rain 
but seem unaware that the 
problem is a good deal 
more serious, our under- 
ground water is polluted, 
hardly safe enough for irri- 
gation, let alone drinking." 
Head of Research and Sur- 
vey at the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) Adnan Budieri told 
the Jordan Times. 

Jordan boasts an arid cli- 
mate and geographically 
for the most part is located 
on a plateau where ram 
water runs down into thfe 
Jordan Valley; thereby only 
flat land (of which Jordan 
has very little) benefits 
from rainwater, according 
to Mr. Budieri. 

The government’s main 
concern should be to recon- 


struct an inadequate under- 
ground pipe network from 
which 40 per cent of the 
nation's water is wasted 
through leaks, added Mr. 
Budieri, who explained that 
the loss is mainly due to the 
extraction process from 
which water is taken from 
pipes and transported to 
various destinations. 

“The water crisis endan- 
gers not only the Jordanian 
people but our wild life and 
fauna,” Mr. Budieri 
explained. 

Migratory birds en route 
to Africa from Europe pass 
through Jordan, and rely on 
clean water resources for 
their survival, he said. 

“For the past fifteen years 
we have lost one indige- 
nous species of fish every 
other year,” said Mr. 
Budieri. 

We need to implement 
public awareness pro- 
grammes to warn against 
overconsumption of our 
meagre resources and gen- 
erate concern for wildlife. 
Mr. Budieri continued. 

When queried as to how 


the public might rectify the 
deteriorating water situa- 
tion. Mr. Budieri suggested 
that a hike in the cost of 
water may encourage Jor- 
danians to treat their water 
source as a precious com- 
modity. 

“The beautiful Syrian 
dragonfly, which survives 
on fresh, pure water and 
once graced all of Jordan is 
now endangered and sur- 
vives in only two loca- 
tions.” Mr. Budieri stated 
sadly as he displayed a pre- 
served example of the 
colourful insect. 

However, a series of 
emergency meetings with 
government officials ovef 
die past weeks have been 
tackling the current situa- 
tion. “as our most important 
priority,” Water and Irriga- 
tion Ministry Director 
Adnan Zou'bi told the Jor- 
dan Times Monday. 

“Our sources are limited 
due to the explosive popu- 
lation growth over the past 
few years,” he said. 

According to Mr. Zou’bi, 
the government has begun 


implementing plans to 
transform the archaic 
underground pipe network 
to a pressurised pipe system 
which will prevent water 
leakage and subsequent 
evaporation.” 

“Regional cooperation is 
the only way to combat this 
crisis and we hope that 
developments in the peace 
process will belp bring this 
about ” he said. 

When asked about sup- 
posed pollution of aquifers 
in the Kingdom's under- 
ground water supply, Mr. 
Zou’bi countered,” I dis- 
agree. the World Health 
Organisation finds our 
water resources safe.” 

However, Professor at 
University of Jordan Elias 
Salemeh was not quite so 
optimistic regarding current 
water developments in the 
Kingdom. 

“Our water resources are 
quite scarce for the popula- 
tion,” he stated. 

An immediate, aggressive 
management of water sys- 
tems according to 
international standards 


must begin, its the only 
window of hope,” Dr. Sale- 
meh added. 

“At least 55 per cent of 
the nation's water is lost 
through the inadequate 
pumping sysrem and the 
continual drilling of wells 
which pollute our supply," 
he said. 

“Pan of the problem is 
that the Jordan Water 
Authority and the Jordan 
Valley are overstaffed with 
people who are not suffi- 
ciently carrying out their 
jobs,” he added. 

All three of the water 
ex pens interviewed con- 
cluded that the water situa- 
tion is not hopeless if peo- 
ple would commence con- 
servation from the grass- 
roots level. 

This crisis still awaits 
concrete efforts towards 
resolution but if the new 
pressurised pipes do indeed 
replace the current ones, as 
proposed by Mr. Zou'bi. at 
least 40 per cent of the 
water currently wasted will 
reportedly be saved. 
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EXHIBITIONS 


* Play (in Arabic) entitled “Total Fiasco” at the Royal Cultural Centre on 
Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 


CONCERT 

* Performance by artists from Ma!an governorate at the Royal Cultural 
Centre otuThursday at 8:00 pjn. 


* Exhibition on the “Institute of the Arab World in Paris” at the French Cultural 
Centre, until Feb. 6. 

* Paintings by Muhammad Ali Shaker at the Orient Gallery, Issam Ajlouni Street, 
Shmeisani, until Jan. 30. 

* Photographic exhibition on the life of the Founder of Pakistan at Quaid-e-Azam 
Hall.Embassy of Pakistan, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 622787, 624680), until January 31. 

+ Works by contemporary Arab artists entitled “The New Collection” at Darat AI 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. (Tel. 643251/2). until Feb. 27. 

* Works by Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Jan. 30. 
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4 World News 


Third bomb hits Algeria as 
fears rise of civil war inferno 


ALGIERS (AFP) — A new 
bomb blast rocked Algeria 
Wednesday as the people of 
Algiers struggled to come to 
terms with two deadly 
bombs the day before which 
raised fears of a cycle of 
violence unseen in the 
country since the war of 
independence 55 years ago. 

The market-place attack 
in the garrison town of Bli- 
da. 50 kilometres Algiers, 
killed at least two people 
and injured around 20. wit- 
nesses su'd. The explosives 
had been packed into a 
shopping bag. The bombing 
wave which began Sunday 
has killed more than 50 peo- 
ple and raised the intensity 
of the conflict between Al- 
geria's Islamic fundamen- 
talists and the military- 
backed government to new 
heights. 

On Tuesday the funda- 
mentalists. who launched 
their insurgency five years 
ago when elections they 
were poised to win were 
cancelled, said they planned 
tt» press on with their cam- 
paign of violence. 

Around 150 people have 
been killed since the Holy 
Month of Ramadan began 
on Jan. 10. 

A series of cur-bomb at- 
tacks and mass knifings 
have heightened the climate 


of fear and in the capital 
Algiers the normally packed 
streets were semi-deserted 
and traffic was light, with 
people apparently staying at 
home for fear of the bomb- 
ing campaign. 

On Tuesday two car- 
bombs attacks in Algiers 
killed seven people and 
wounded many more. On 
Sunday a pow-erful car- 
bomb explosion in a crowd- 
ed cafe district of Algiers 
killed 42 according to unof- 
ficial tolls, and 21 according 
to official reports. 

In the early hours of Sun- 
day morning a suspected 
fundamentalist group at- 
tacked a village south of Al- 
giers knifing to death 48 in- 
habitants, the, daily Liberte 
said. The authorities set the 
figure at 56. 

The Algerian press Wed- 
nesday strongly criticised 
the authorities for failing to 
stem the terror and comfort 
the I population, and started 
questioning the motivation 
for the attacks. 

The French-language Le 
Matin condemned a lack of 
reaction from the authorities 
and called on them to “share 
the dismay" of the people. 

An editorialist on the 
daily A1 Watan wondered 
how the fundamentalists 
were able to operate, and 


asked: "What is the objec- 
tive of attacking the poor, 
already burdened with the 
problems of life" in Algeria. 

The overall tone of press 
reaction was a mixture of 
outrage and resignation. 

Teasion in Algiers and the 
region around the capital 
was high, with frequent 
rumours of further attacks. 
The killings are starting to 
terrify .Algerians who last 
year had hoped that the war 
against the fundamentalists 
was being won. 

Older Algerians compared 
the present situation with 
the months preceding Al- 
geria's independence in 
1962. when French colo- 
nialist extremists waged a 
terrorist war against both 
native Muslims and the 
French army, involving dai- 
ly bomb and machine-gun 
attacks. 

, The most hardline of the 
fundamentalist facrions. the 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). warned in a tract 
published Tuesday in A1 
Watan that it would main- 
tain its campaign of vio- 
lence. 

"The war will continue 
and will intensify during the 
(Islamic) Month of Ra- 
madan and we have the 
means and the men to pun- 
ish those who are not on our 


side,” GIA leader Antar 
Zouabri wrote according to 
the text. 

The fasting month of Ra- 
madan is considered by the 
GIA as an auspicious time 
for their holy war or “jihad” 
— which has received only 
partial support from the 
population. 

Though spectacular, the 
latest series of killings is not 
entirely unprecedented. 
More than 50,000 have died 
since the conflict began in 
early 1992. 

■There is no military strat- 
egy any more,” a Western 
observer said on Monday. 
'The latest attacks prove 
that all that matters now is 
causing the maximum num- 
ber of civilian casualties." 

On Tuesday, the Islamic 
Society Movement (MSI- 
Hamas) headed by Mahfoud 
Nahnah, considered a mod- 
erate. said it planned to 
launch an initiative to stop 
the bloodshed. 

“Given the inefficiency of 
denouncing the attacks and 
in response to the cries of 
mothers, widows and or- 
phans, Hamas plans to un- 
dertake an initiative that 
would stop the bloodshed 
and reinstate security and 
stability." a communique 
said. 


Chechen general confident of poll 
victory, but warlord fights back 


GROZNY (AFP) — Che- 
chen General Aslan Mas- 
khadov is so sure he* II win 
next week’s presidential 
elections he's slopped cam- 
paigning. hut notorious 
young warlord Shamil Ba- 
sayev is fighting back in an 
intensive village-to-village 
campaign. 

There are no accurate 
polls ahead of ihe ruined re- 
public'* vare .next Monday, 
but few dispute that Mr. 
Maskhadov is ahead, fol- 
lowed by Commander Ba- 
sayey 

the two men. comrades in 
arms throughout the brutal 
21 -month war to drive out 
Russian troops, could not be 
more different and Moscow, 
hoping that the more diplo- 
matic Maskhadov wins, is 
watching carefully. 

Commander Basayev — 
the 52-% ear-old commander 
best known for taking 1.500 
hostages in the southern 
Russia town of Budennovsk 
in 1*^95 and demanding 
peace talks for Chechenya 
— has dropped his military 
image to become the peo- 
ple’s politician. 

“You can't be closer to the 
people. He's a symbol of 
freedom," said Andi Osma- 
vc%. one of his campaign 
workers, with a sigh of 
admiration. 

On Tuesday alone. Com- 
mander Basayev’s mud- 
splattered convoy of jeeps 
headed by a brand new- 
white Mercedes stopped in 
six villages for marathon 
speeches and discussions 


with locals. 

At one stop, in the battle- 
scarred village of Petropav- 
lovskaya, a crowd of about 
200 gathered to see Com- 
mander Basayev. wearing a 
simple grey overcoat and 
mink hat. sitting at a table 
with long-bearded village 
elders. 

Mr. Basayev spent much 
of his talk on promises that 
.every Chechen wants to 
hear — ending the crime 
and poverty which plague 
the republic following the 
war. Tn three months. I will 
sort out the crime.” he said*. 

The prospect of even a 
kinder, gentler president 
Basayev at the negotiating 
table horrifies Moscow. But 
for many in bitter post-war 
Chechenya. that's just 
another plus point. 

Many, especially former 
fighters who admire Com- 
mander Basayev's daring 
and nuthlessness. believe 
that only he can counter 
Russian efforts to halt the 
momentum towards full 
Chechen independence. 

“We should elect the pres- 
ident Russia doesn't want. 
I'll vote for Shamil,” said 
Commander Basayev. 34. 
"He played a huge role in 
the war at the key moment 
by going to Budennovsk. 
That stopped the war. at 
least For a few months, just 
when things were gening 
desperate." 

"We need an iron hand. 
People like that here." he 
said. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Maskha- 


dov — the Chechen rebels' 
45-year-old strategic mas- 
termind and head negotiator 
— is refusing to play poli- 
tics and retaining his image 
of reluctant statesman. 

"He showed who he was 
during two years of war. 
There’s nothing more to 
show, so he's stopped cam- 
paigning said spokesman 
Mayarbyek Vachigayev 
with, a smile. "We've got 
huge posters of him ready, 
like the ones Mr. Basayev 
has. but he's forbidden us 
from putting them up." 

"He has no competition. 
We're totally calm." Unlike 
Commander Basayev. Mr. 
Maskhadov does not come 
from the mountains, where 
resistance to Russian rule 
has traditionally been stron- 
ger. Mr. Maskhadov's home 
region of Nadterechny has a 
major pro-Russian cons- 
tituency. 

This is used against him 
by his campaign rivals, but 
Mr. Maskhadov says his 
background will help him 
be a unifying president, 
while Commander Basayev 
would polarise the already 
clannish society. 

“They know Mr. Maskha- 
dov won't have them shot," 
Mr. Vachigayev said of the 
pro-Russian opposition. 

Ruslan, a Grozny taxi dri- 
ver, said: 'Til vote for 
Maskhadov because he's 
open and can work with dif- 
ferent types of people. Mr. 
Basayev is very brave, but 
he's a military commander.” 


China lashes out at U.S. media coverage 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
launched a scathing attack 
Wednesday on the U.S. me- 
dia. accusing it of plotting 
with anti-Beijing forces to 
undermine Sino-U.S. rela- 
tions and fuel global fears 
of Chinese expansionist 
ambitions. 

A lengthy signed com- 
mentary "carried by the Xin- 
hua News Agency and pub- 
lished in full by most na- 
tional dailies, said numer- 
ous U.S. scholars and media* 
commentators harboured 
“deep-rooted" and hostile 
anti-China prejudices that 
threatened the recent thaw 
in Sino-U.S. relations. '■ 

“They have tried every 
means to undermine Chi- 
na' 1 * image worldwide by 
misleading the general pub- 
lic in theV-S.. exerting in- 
fluence on decision-makers 
and throwing up barriers to 
Sino-U.S. relations by 
means of the news media.” 
the commentary said. 

Beijing-based American 
correspondents have recent- 
ly commented on being sub- 
jected to “good guy-bad 
guy ' treatment by their Chi- 
nese handlers, who fete 
them with lavish banquets 


one moment and threaten to 
obstruct their activities and 
accreditation the next. 

In recent months, the Fo- 
reign Ministry has been de- 
laying the accreditation of 
journalists for the Christian 
Science Monitor and Wa- 
shington Post because of 
their perceived anti-China 
slants. 

Such treatment reflects 
the importance China's pro- 
paganda chiefs are attach- 
ing to a positive press in 
1997. which will witness 
the return of Hong Kong to 
Chinese sovereignty, a cru- 
cial party congress and an 
expected state visit to the 
United Stales by President 
Jiang Zemin. 

According io the Xinhua 
commentary, the U.S. me- 
dia has been "racking its 
brains" to come up with 
new anti-China theories that 
might throw a negative lighr 
on these eventsT^ - 

"Sometimes they spread 
pessimism and scepticism 
about the return and future 
of Hong Kong, urging the 
U.S. government to siep 
Forward to interfere in an at- 
tempt to protect the ■free- 
dom' of Hong Kong." it 


said. 1 

“At other times they 
framed up lies about Tibet, 
claiming that the people of 
the ethnic Tibetan group are 
still being ‘persecuted. 

The strongly -worded 
commentary, titled “Mis- 
guidance in Vain,” went on 
to denounce Americans in 
general, saying they regard- 
ed themselves as "the cho- 
sen people" with the right to 
impose their will on other 
countries. 

It particularly attacked 
what it described as repeat- 
ed attempts by U.S. repor- 
ters to present an image of 
China as a volatile superpo- 
wer bent on territorial ex- 
pansion. 

"The basic reason for 
some Americans feeling 
nervous about China's 
growth is the fact that Chi- 
na's development has added 
strength to the force of pea- 
ce in the world, which cer- 
tainly is definitely no good 
news for the hegemonists.“ 
it said. 

The commentary also 
vehemently rejected foreign 
charges of a rising tide of 
ultra-nationalism in China. 


Clinton 
takes step 
towards 
Republicans 
on budget 

WASHINGTON tR) — 
Saying he wanted to meet 
the Republicans halfway 
on balancing die budget 
President Bill Cinton Tue- 
sday proposed new savings 
in the politically sensitive 
Medicare programme. 

In a surprise announce- 
ment one day after his in- 
auguration for second term. 
Mr. Clinton proposed $138 
billion in Medicare savings 
over six years, saying this 
was an effort to find com- 
mon ground with the Re- 
publicans, who control 
Congress. 

The initiative appeared 
designed to make good on 
Mr. Clinton’s promises to 
reach out to the Republi- 
cans to end rhe feud that 
has raged between the two 
parties for years on how to 
balance the federal budget. 

“1 am going to do my best 
to reach out to the Repub- 
licans,” Mr. Clinton said 
before a budget strategy 
meeting with advisers. “1 
want to meet them halfway 
on this and on many other 
issues, and I hope they will 
meet me halfway.” 

Several top ranking Re- 
publicans welcomed his 
proposal. 

“I am encouraged that the 
president has presented a 
more realistic estimate of 
the savings needed to moke 
the Medicare programme 
solvent for the next de- 
cade." said Republican Se- 
nate majority leader Trent 
Lon of Mississippi. 

“This frankly brightens, I 
think, the prospeers for be- 
ing able to get a balanced 
budget agreement," said 
House Budget Committee 
Chairman John Kasich, an 
Ohio Republican who is a 
also key player on the bud- 
get. 

■This gives us good hope 
... that we could reach a 
budget agreement we be- 
lieve sooner rather than 
later as a result of the pres- 
ident being willing to come 
forward and. as he said, 
move halfway,” he added. 

Mr. Clinton, and his 
aides, described the SI 38 
billion figure as a step that 
is both literally, and figura- 
tively, halfway toward the 
Republicans' position on 
Medicare. 

They said that the figure 
compared to the $116 bil- 
lion in savings over six 
years that Mr. Clinton pro- 
posed last year, as calculat- 
ed by the Congressional 
Budget Office, and the 
$158 billion that the 
Republicans had put for- 
ward. 



Bulgarian President Petar Stoyanov kisses the Bible while his wife Antonina (left) 
looks on at an open air East Orthodox mass in Sofia on Jan. 22, during transition of 
(lower ceremonies. Mr. Stoyanov, the first directly -elec ted head of state in Bulgaria’s 
1300-year history 1 , inherits a political deadlock that has ^peked the formation of a 
fiew government to haul the country back from economic collapse (Reuter photo) 

New Bulgaria president takes over 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria's 
outgoing President Zhelyu 
Zhelev ” formally handed 
over to his successor Petar 
Stoyanov Wednesday as the 
country remained in the grip ' 
of political paralysis and 
unrest. 

Mr. Stoyanov took over 
command of the army from 
Mr. Zhelev, the first direct- 
ly-elected head of state in 
Bulgaria’s 1.300-year histo- 
ry. at a military parade out- 
side the presidency. 

The 44-year-old lawyer 
inherits severe economic 
crisis and a deadlock that 
has prevented formation of 
a new government. 

He cancelled the usual 
champagne reception as in- 
appropriate at a time when 
hundreds of thousands of 
Bulgarians are hungry. 

The opposition has held 
15 days of street protests for 
quick elections and. against 
formation of a new cabinet 
by the ex-Communist So- 
cialists. who have a majori- 
ty in parliament. , 

Mr. Stoyanov. elected on 
the opposition ticket in pre- 
sidential polls last Novem- 
ber. backed calls for early 
elections at his swearing-in 
ceremony in parliament 
Sunday. 

He has already begun me- 
diation efforts and both go- 


WASHINGTON (R) — In a 
historic and humbling 
rebuke to its leader, the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
voted o% r erwheImingly 
Tuesday to reprimand Spea- 
ker New Gingrich and or- 
der him to pay $300,000 for 
violating House rules. 

The pugnacious 53-year- 
old Georgia Republican, 
who appeared an unstoppa- 
ble force when he took over 
his past two years ago, be- 
came the first House 'speak- 
er in U.S. history to be pun- 
ished for misconduct by for- 
mal vote of his colleagues, 

He was not in the chamber 
for the 395-28 vote, the cli- 
max to two years of bitter 
partisan charges and coun- 
ter-charges that undermined 
his authority. 

After a brief debate no- 
table for its decorum. 195 
Republicans voted in favour 
of punishing the speaker. 
Five members abstained. 

Mr. Gingrich was reelect- 
red speaker just two weeks 
ago in a close vote in which 
a few of his own party 
jnembers deserted him. He 
is the third- highest elected 
official of the United States 
after the president and vice 
president. 

“This penalty is tough and 
unprecedented. It is also 
appropriate." Republican 
Nancy Johnson of Connec- 
ticut. chairman of the Ethics 
Committee which recom- 
mended the punishment, 
said in the debate. “No one 
is above the rules of the 
House 'of Representatives.” 
she said. 

Several Republicans 
called too harsh the 
$300,000 payment Mr. 
Gingrich is required to 
make towards the cost of 
the committee investiga- 
tion. Some suggested it .set a 
precedent for assessing 
costs against members mak- 
ing frivolous ethics com- 
plaints. 

The committee found that 
Ml. Gingrich brought dis- 
credit on the House by pro- 
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Fighting 
erupts in 
north; jets . 
bomb Kabul 
airport 

KABUL (AFP) — Heavy 
fighting broke between the' 
Taieban militia and its 
rivals north of Kabul Wed- 
nesday after oppasit ion jets 
repeatedly bombed the 
capital's airport, residents 
and airport officials said. 

The sky above the Af- 
ghan capital was lit with 
anti-aircraft fire from vari- 
ous hill tops inside the city. 
Big columns of smoke 
could be seen engulfing the 
airport area, witnesses said. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties. 

"Very heavy fighting has 
staned between the rival 
factioas outside Charikar." 
a town which lies 64 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul, a 
source said. 

It was not immediately 
clear who launched the 
offensive or whether there 
had been any change in the 
frontlines in the area where 
the Taieban are facing off 
against forces of the coun- 
try's anti-Taleban coalition. 

The latest round of fight- 
ing erupted as jets belong- 
ing to the alliance dropped 
at least eight bombs on the 
capital’s airport in three 
sorties late Tuesday. 

Witnesses said the bombs 
landed on the airport's ap- 
ron area and on an unused 
terminal at its eastern 
flank, leaving big craters 
which were being repaired 
by airport workers. 

Airport officials told AFP 
that an engineer, identified 
only as Gul Jan. was woun- 
ded, but the runway re- 
mained undamaged. There 
were no civilian casualties, 
doctors at two major hospi- 
tals here said. 

Charikar was captured by 
the Taieban last week fol- 
lowing an offensive on 
forces loyal to ex-govem- 
ment forces Commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood. Re- 
sidents have been leaving 
the city since the Taieban 
told residents living near 
the frontline to leave for 
their own safety. 

Sources said the night air 
raids were the heaviest 
since the Taieban militia 
scored major territorial 
gains, including the capture 
of the key Bagram Air 
Base. 50 kilometres north 
of Kabul, from Mr. Mas- 
ood 's forces last week. 

The Taieban seized Ka- 
bul on Sept. 27 last year, 
sending ousted President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
his troops fleeing to the 
north. Mr. Rabbani has 
since joined in an alliance 
with Uzbek General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum and other 
forces to fight the Taieban. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
Afghan civilians fled their 
homes north of Kabul 
Tuesday, saying the Tale- 
ban militia who recaptured 
the town of Charikar had 
ordered them to leave, wit- 
nesses said. 

"Through a loudspeaker. 
Taieban ordered ail the ci- 
vilians to leave Charikar 
and we started packing and 
collecting what we could 
carry.” said Shah Ghasi, a 
primary school teacher. 

Observers believe the 
civilians have been ordered 
out for fear they will rebel 
and attack Taieban forces. 

With their small belong- 
ings, the road down to Ka- 
bul was dotted with wo- 
men. children and elderly. 
Some were ferried in crudes 
laden with people, some 
covering their faces with 
plastic sheeting against the 
extreme cold. 

No immediate comment 
was available from leaders 
of the Taieban militia, who 
have said they were deter- 
mined to disarm civilians 
in the town of Charikar and 
other recaptured villages. 

A Taieban spokesman 
said earlier they had not 
ordered people in the new- 
ly captured area to leave. * 
"We have known our 
enemy now and need to 
disarm them, and if not 
they will ambush us 
again." said a Taieban 
frontline commander early 
this week. 


vemment and opposition 
hope the new president, 
whose legal speciality is di- 
vorce. can break the dead- 
lock over formation of a 
new cabinet and the date for 
a general election. 

Mr. Zhelev. a dissident 
philosopher and one of the 
key figures in Bulgaria's 
transition from one-party 
rule, lost a U.S.-style prima- 
ry to Mr. Stoyanov last 
June. 

"The new president looks 
more impressive than the 
previous one and I hope that 
his actions will be as states- 
manlike as he looks." said 
engineer Petar Ivanov. 

Later Wednesday Mr. Sto- 
yanov laid a wreath at the 
tomb of the Unknown War- 
rior to commemorate Bul- 
garia's war dead and swore 
an oath at one of Sofia's 
medieval churches. 

The Socialists have of- 
fered elections in Decem- 
ber. a year ahead of sched- 
ule, but want to form a sec- 
ond cabinet following the 
resignation of Prime Minis- 
ter Zhan Videnov on Dec. 
21. The opposition Union of 
Democratic Forces (UDF) 
wants elections in March. 

Mr. Videnov Tuesday 
urged Mr. Stoyanov to hand 
the mandate to the Socia- 
lists’ nominee for premier. 


Interior Minister Nikolai 
Dobrev, saying he had a cri- 
sis programme ready. 

The opposition blames 
Mr. Videnov for leading the 
country to the verge of de- 
fault on its $10 billion for- 
eign debt. 

Government corruption 
and resistance to reform 
have left Bulgaria lagging 
behind other Eastern Euro- 
pean states. Annual infla- 
tion is running at more than 
300 per cent and a flight 
inro dollars pushed the lev 
to a new all-time low 
Wednesday of 800 to the 
dollar from about 70 a year 
ago. 

In his final address to the 
nation as president Mr. 
Zhelev laid the blame on the 
country's ex-Communist 
rulers, and on the constitu- 
tion. which gives most 
power to parliament at the 
expense of the presidency. 

"Bulgaria's model of tran- 
sition failed because for se- 
ven years economic and so- 
cial reforms were not car- 
ried out Instead of coming 
out of the crisis. Bulgaria is 
sinking lower," he said. 

Mr. Zhelev. who last year 
founded a new political 
party, said he would work in 
his retirement for rhe expan- 
sion of the president’s pow- 
ers. 


U.S. House reprimands, fines Gingrich 


viding false information 
about a politically oriented 
college course he taught 
that was financed by tax- 
exempt charitable contribu- 
tions, and by failing to seek 
legal advice to ensure he 
was in compliance with tax 
laws. 

Ms. Johnson said the in- 
quiry had proceeded "against 
a backdrop of harsh political 
warfare." 

She expressed hope the 
vote would end "the crippling 
partisanship and animosity 
that has surrounded us." 

But the bitterness was 
mostly masked in a debate 
in which both sides seemed 
eager to reach closure. They 
had been warned against 
personal attacks in an open- 
ing statement by the presid- 
ing member, Republican- 
Representative Doug 
Bereuter of Nebraska. 

President Bill Clinton, 
who is urging a more civil 
tone in politics for his sec- 
ond term, said the impact of 
the Gingrich vote would 
depend on how others react- 
ed to iL “I think that ... the 
House should do its busi- 
ness. and then we should 
get back to the people's 
business," he told reporters. 

Mr, Gingrich left Wa- 
shington Tuesday to take 
part in a House Republican 
■■retreat" in Virginia. Hi.s 
office said he was due back 
in Washington Thursday 
and would then leave for 
Georgia. 

When the committee for- 
mally issued its charees last 
December, Mr. Gingrich 
admitted them with “deep 
s^ness.” He thus avoided a 
“trial by the House and left 
the committee only to de- 
cide the penalty. He agreed 
with the committee's deci- 
sion. 

Republicans still back him 
but the vote raised questions 
as ro whether he would last 
the two years of his speak- 
ership. 

A reprimand does nor 
require him to step down. 


But a report by the commit- 
tee's special counsel, James 
Cole, said his offences were 
of a category between a rep- 
rimand and the censure that 
would have almost surely 
forced him out. 

Committee member Nan- 
cy Pelosi, a California De- 
mocrat, said Mr. Gingrich 
was “technically eligible" 
to continue as speaker. “I 
hope he will make a judg- 
ment as to whether heris 
ethically fit." she added. 

Mr. Gingrich's most per- 
sistent critic. Rep. David 
Bonior. D-Michigan. said it 
was up to Republicans "to 
decide whether this is the 
kind of person they want to 
be their leader." 

Mr. Bonior indicated he 
would take a lower profile 
on Mr. Gingrich following 
the House action, 

“I think that to a large ex- 
tent the role that we had in 
the speaker’s case has moved 
now to another level, and that 
is to the IRS and perhaps the 
justice department.” he told 
reporters. 

The Ethics Committee hus 
said that documents in the 
case will be available to the 
Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) 

Republican Connie Mo- 
relia. of Maryland, told re- 
porters: “Newt has a lot to 
offer in terms of intelligence 
and in terms of vision.^Now 
he s going to have to reestab- 
lish credibility. There's no 
doubt about it. 

Representative John 

Boehner, of Ohio, a mem- 
ber of the Republican lead- 
ership team, said the House 
would now turn to the leg- 
islative agenda and “every 

iff ^ by. he 

(Gingrich) strengthens him- 

Sell. 

During the debate. Renre- 

E" a ? v * B en Cardin of 
Maryland, the senior De- 
mocrat on the investigating 
panej. cited earlier "rules 
violations and conduct by 

£ e hi ' p “ ker hr ™sh, 
tunics Committee rebukes. 
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South Korea's strike leader Kwon Young-Kil (right) is greeted by his supporters as he leads a protest march 
through the streets of Seoul Tuesday. Mr. Kwon and several deputies of the outlawed Korean Confederation of 
Trade Union left the Myongdong Cathedral where they had sought sanctuary from arrest for the first time since a 
new laboar law was rammed through parliament last December (Reuter photo) 

Renewed strikes hit S. Korea as settlement hopes fade 


SEOUL (AFP) — Thou- 
sands of South Korean 
workers went back on strike 
Wednesday to renew at- 
tempts to force the govern- 
ment to repeal a contested 
labour law. 

Union leaders emerged 
from Myongdong Cathed- 
ral for the first time in a 
month to lead a protest 
march in Seoul, but political 
wrangling dimmed hopes of 
ending the crisis. 

The Korean Confedera- 
tion of Trade Unions 
(KCTU), an umbrella group 
that’ has spearheaded the 
industrial unrest. said 

180.000 workers had 
walked out. The labour mi- 
nistry said 65.000 workers 
downed tools. 

Unions went ahead with 
Strikes despite an attempt by 
President Kim Young Sam 
to end the conflict by agree- 
ing to parliament taking a 
second look at the law 
which makes it easier for 
firms to lay off workers. He 
also suspended arrest war- 
rants against union leaders. 

Leaders of the outlawed 
KCTU led a march in cen- 
tral Seoul by 3,000 workers 
to the accompaniment of 
beating drums and gongs. 


“Victory is imminent — 
down with Kim Young- 
Sam” shouted the marchers, 
accompanied by traditional 
folk dancers. 

Riot police stood by as the 
march progressed * along 
Chongro Boulevard, led by 
Kwon Young-Kil and other 
KCTU leaders. 

KCTU leaders sought 
sanctuary in Myongdong 
Cathedral after strikes 
erupted in response 10 the 
law forced through parlia- 
ment on Dec. 26. 

Around 1,300 riot police 
lifted their cordon around 
the church late Tuesday 
after the warrants were sus- 
pended. 

Unions spumed the presi- 
dent’s offer for parliament 
to amend the law and have 
called strikes every Wed- 
nesday and demonstrations 
every Saturday. The KCTU 
said it would call its half- 
million members out on a 
new indefinite general strike 
unless the government 
repeals the law by Feb. 1 S. 

“We will go ahead with 
our plans for strikes and ral- 
lies unless the new labour 
law is totally nullified,” said 
the KCTU head. 

Major industries hit by the 


one-day strike included 
South Korea's largest auto- 
maker. Hyundai Motor Co., 
auto parts giant Mando Ma- 
chinery Co. and military- 
tank producer Hyundai Pre- 
cision. 

Unions at Daewoo Motor 
Co.. KJA Motors Co. and 
Asia Motors Co. staged a 
half-day walkout and many 
other heavy industry firms 
and shipyard^ were crippled 
by partial or all-out strikes. 

The new strike came as no 
clear signs emerged of rival 
political parties sitting 
down for talks. 

Hailing the president’s 
move as a "major conces- 
sion,” the ruling New Korea 
Party (NKP) urged opposi- 
tion parties to come to a 
meeting of senior officials 
to end the crisis and bring 
the national assembly back 
into session. 

But the opposition said 
the NKP should first pro- 
mise to nullify the labour 
law, and another that gives 
the secret service greater 
power. They insisted the 
ruling party should admit 
the laws were passed ille- 
gally before talks could be 
started. 

The opposition position 


received support from a del- 
egation of international 
trade unionists. 

Bill Jordan, general secre- 
tary of the International 
Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions ilCFTU) said 
the delegation had been 
"encouraged” by the go- 
vernment proposals. 

“But we do believe that 
the crisis could be removed 
at a stroke by the nullificia- 
tion of the laws.” he said. 

The strike came as diplo- 
mats in, Paris predicted the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) would cen- 
sure Seoul for the law, 
which the OECD's trade un- 
ion advisory board has 
branded "retrogressive.” 

The law as it stands makes 
it easier for management to 
fire workers and extend 
their hours, and bans more 
than one union at each com- 
pany until 2000. 

South Korea's ruling party 
pushed the law through par- 
liament in a pre-dawn ses- 
sion on Dec. 26 in the ab- 
sence of the opposition, 
triggering instant nation- 
wide strikes. 


N. Korean leader’s kin , others defect to south 


SEOUL (R) — Two North 
Korean families, including a 
distant relative of the Sta- 
linist state’s late President 
Kim Il-Sung. defected to 
South Korea by sea in freez- 
ing winter temperatures 
Wednesday. 

Among the eight was Kim 
Young-Jin, a relative by 
marriage to Kim Il-Sung's 
wife, a statement from the 
Agency for National Secu- 
rity Planning, Souih Ko- 
rea's spycatcher, said. 

Kim died in mid- 1 994 and 
his son Kim Jong-II leads 
the nation although he has 
yet to assume the two key 
posts of state president and 
general-secretary of the rul- 
ing Workers Party. 

The agency said the two 
families* of four sought 
political asylum after enter- 
ing southern waters in the 
Yellow Sea between China 
and the Korean peninsula. 

The eight, including five 
children, were rescued by 
South Korean maritime 
police and later arrived at 


the port of Inchon, just west 
of Seoul. 

Live television footage 
showed the defectors step- 
ping out of a Russian-made 
police helicopter aided by 
police officers. 

The North Koreans, wear- 
ing winter parkas, waved at 
waiting photographers, say- 
ing repeatedly “thank you. 
thank you.” The agency did 
not give any further details, 
but Yonhap Television news 
reported they made the jour- 
ney in freezing winter con- 
ditions in a small boat. 

“It appears that they first 
fled North Korea to China 
and came to South Korea.” 
the television said. 

An increasing number of 
North Koreans have fled the 
hermit nation and sought 
asylum in the south follow- 
ing several years of chronic 
food shortages. 

Last month, a family of 16 
and a security guard, the 
largest group of North Ko- 
rean defectors since the 
1950-53 Korean war, ar- 


rived in Seoul six weeks af- 
ter launching an epic escape 
down the length of China 
and Hong Kong. 

The 17 later told a news 
conference that the impov- 
erished north had nearly 
tripled the guards along its 
borders with China and 
Russia to stop escapes. 

The recent rise in defec- 
tions has been a propaganda 
coup for South Korea but 
has also sparked fears about 
how Seoul would cope if the 
trend turned into a tide of 
reftjgees from the north, 
which is struggling to sur- 
vive the effects of severe 
floods in the past two years 
and industrial collapse. 

The South Korean govern- 
ment is drawing up plans 
for reception centres for 
North Koreans — half-way 
houses that will offer imme- 
diate shelter and vocational 
training — and the first 
could be ready soon. 

Earlier this month. South 
Korean President Kim 
Younc-Sam urged Pyong- 


yang to drop its bellicose 
stance against Seoul and 
join peace talks with South 
Korea, the united states and 
China. 

He said last September's 
submarine incursion into 
southern waters showed 
North Korea had not aban- 
doned its dream of unifying 
Korea under communism. 
The peninsula was divided 
at the end of World War II. 

North Korea has agreed to 
attend a preparatory brief- 
ing next week on the four- 
nation peace talks jointly 
proposed by Kim Young- 
Sani and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton last year. 

The briefing will be by U.S. 
and South Korean officials. 

The session is designed to 
pave the way for talks 
aimed at replacing the truce 
that ended the Korean war 
with a peace mechanism. 

The move is part of growing 
contacts between North Korea 
and the West after Pyongyang 
apologised for the submarine 
incident on Dec. 29. 


Canadian foreign minister meets Cuba’s Castro 


HAVANA (R) — Canadian 
Foreign Minister Lloyd Ax- 
worthy met Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro Tuesday 
and said Canada was mak- 
ing some progress in its pol- 
icy of dialogue with Cuban 
officials. 

“I don't want to tell you 
that we are about to have a 
great breakthrough but it’s a 
work in progress,” Mr. Ax- 
worthy told reporters late 
Tuesday after meeting Cas- 
tro for nearly three hours 
over dinner at the palace of 
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details. 

Mr. Axworthy, accompa- 
nied by Secretary of State 
for Africa and Latin Ame- 
rica Christine Stewart, ar- 
rived Tuesday afternoon for 
a 24-hour trip, the highest 
level visit to the Commu- 
nist-ruled island by a Cana- 
dian official in two decades. 

The visit has highlighted 
Ottawa’s difference with 
Washington over Cuba poli- 
cy and ruffled some feathers 
in the United States. 

Canada believes it can 
best encourage political and 
economic reform on the is- 
land through constructive 
engagement. 

the United States has 
long sought to isolate Cuba 
and last year toughened its 
35-year-old economic em- 
bargo on Cuba with its 
Helms-Burton law. which 


includes provisions to pun- 
ish some third country firms 
doing business with Cuba. 
Ottawa has been a leading 
opponent of the law. 

The Canadian minister, 
who described his session 
with Mr. Castro as "cordial, 
very open and sometimes 
very amusing” stressed ihat 
the current talks were part 
of ongoing dialogue with 
Cuban officials. 

He said the process "does 
demonstrate that you can 
talk to the Cubans and 
they're prepared to talk to 
you, as long as you come in 
a pretty straight forward 
way and not hectoring.” 

"We have established con- 
fidence, some trust, some 
respect, and now l think 
that’s translating into some 
serious dialogue about how 
we can work together.” ad- 


ded Mr. Axworthy. who 
earlier Tuesday held talks 
with his Cuban counterpan 
Roberto Robaina. 

Mr. Axworthy did not 
mention it. but he was wor- 
king during his visit on a 
joint declaration for future 
cooperation on a range of 
areas that were expected ro 
include several steps in the 
area of human rights and 
governance. 

In Washington. U.S. State 
Department spokesman Ni- 
cholas Bums told reporters 
Tuesday that Canada was 
rewarding Mr. Castro by 
sending its foreign minister 
to visit with him. 

"It doesn’t make sense to 
reward a dictator in our own 
hemisphere who’s comp- 
letely behind the times ” Mr. 
Bums said. 


Serb court gives town to Socialists, 
France protests police beatings 


BELGRADE (AP) — Pre- 
sident Slobodan Milosevic's 
Socialists have claimed vic- 
tory in another Serbian town, 
using the courts to grab what 
they losr at the polls. 

The opposition insists that 
Mr. Milosevic accept its Nov. 
17 municipal election tri- 
umphs in Belgrade and 13 
other key cities and has 
vowed to continue protests 
until he gives in. 

But, in its second ruling 
favouring the Socialists in as 
many days, Serbia's Sup- 
reme Court said Tuesday 
that Mr. Milosevic’s Socia- 
lists won SmederevskS Pa- 
lanka. about 80 kilometres 
southeast of Belgrade. 

The ruling lessened chan- 
ces that Mr. Milosevic would 
give up Belgrade or any other 
town beyond the five his 
party already has conceded, 
even though an international 
fact-finding mission con- 
firmed all 14 opposition vie- 


24 people 
killed in 
northern 
Rwanda 

KIGALI (R) — Gunmen 
killed 24 people in north- 
western Rwanda two days 
after Hutu militiamen 
killed three Spanish aid 
workers in the same region, 
state radio said Tuesday 
night 

The radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC), said 
unidentified gunmen killed 
the 24 on Monday night in 
Nyamugali commune in 
Ruhengeri prefecture. Se- 
curity forces started a 
search for the attackers. 

Hutu militiamen suspected 
to have returned lo Rwanda 
from Zaire among more than 

700.000 refugees last year 
shot dead three Spanish aid 
workers from Medicos del 
Mundo (Doctors of the 
World) Saturday night in the 
northwestern town of Ru- 
hengeri. 

The bodies of the three 
were flown in coffins Tues- 
day from the Rwandan ca- 
pital Kigali to Nairobi. 
Kenya, where officials said 
they would later be trans- 
ferred to a flight on to 
Europe. 

U.N. and other aid agen- 
cies reiterated Tuesday 
they would not close down 
their humanitarian prog- 
rammes in the Ruhengeri 
and Gisenyi areas of the 
northwest because of the 
killings. 

But they said security in 
the northwest would be 
tightened after talks with 
representatives of the 
Rwandan government. 

Three Rwandan soldiers 
were also killed in the at- 
tack and an American was 
shot in one of his legs 
which was later amputated. 

Gunmen stormed a house 
where the aid workers were 
staying and demanded 
their passports before 
shooting the three Span- 
iards at close range. The 
American was shot as he 
dived under a table. 

The killers were said by 
Rwandan military sources 
to have belonged to the 
Hutu Interahamwe militia 
which played a leading role 
in the 1994 slaughter of 

5 00.000 Rwandans, most- 
ly minority Tutsis. before 
being driven into Zaire by 
Tutsi rebels. 

A series of attacks have 
been reported this month in 
Rwanda on survivors of the 
genocide, apparently aimed 
at stopping them from testi- 
fying at trials of suspects 
accused of involvement in 
the mass slaughter. 

Diplomats at the United 
Nations in New York said 
Tuesday that Algerian dip- 
lomat Mohamad Sahnoun, 
who once headed the U.N. 
operation in Somalia, 
would be named as a spe- 
cial representative for the 
Great Lakes region of Cen- 
tral Africa including 
Rwanda. 

They said he would jointly 
represent both the United 
Nations and the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity. 


tones. 

On Monday, the Supreme 
Court, believed to be con- 
trolled by the government, 
ruled in favour of the 
Socialists in the northwestern 
town of Sabac. 

With such legal manoeu- 
vring expected to draw oul 
the crisis for weeks. Mr. 
Milosevic is clearly hoping 
to wear down both domestic 
and foreign resistance to his 
claim on town hails across 
Serbia. 

Protests continued Tues- 
day, with taxi drivers joining 
in for the first time. More 
than 100 horn-honking cab- 
bies drove through down- 
town Belgrade. They were 
greeted by protesting stu- 
dents preparing to spend 
their third night in the streets 
in a bid to outlast riot police 
preventing them from march- 
ing. 

Ending weeks of relative 
restraint in 62 consecutive 


days of protests, police wa- 
ded into crowds Monday 
evening swinging batons and 
beating demonstrators in at 
least three Belgrade neigh- 
bourhoods. 

Independent B 92 Radio 
reported .several people ask- 
ing for help in Belgrade hos- 
pitals, including a young 
man with serious head in- 
juries. A student heading to 
join a downtown protest was 
arrested, the radio said. 

France protested the po- 
lice brutality and Mr. Milo- 
sevic's delaying tactics. 

"We strongly deplore the 
violence that was committed 
last night." said a French 
Foreign Ministry statement. 

‘These recent incidents 
cause us even more concern 
as they appear to show the 
Serb government resorting to 
judicial quibbles” us a way of 
delaying recognition of the 
opposition triumphs, it said. 

The Telegraf daily, quoting 


sources close to the govern- 
ment reported Tuesday that 
Mr. Milosevic would declare 
emergency rule in Belgrade 
and call for new elections in 
the capital ins-tead of con- 
ceding his Socia-iisLs' defeat. 

Despite the grim pros-pects 
of another night in the cold. 
the students kept their sense 
of humour. 

Some donated blood at a 
local collection centre, ex- 
plaining that they were hop- 
ing to hasten the departure of 
leading Socialist Party offi- 
cials who have vowed not to 
give in without bloodshed. 

“Milosevic is playing a 
game of chess with his peo- 
ple" opposition leader Zo- 
ran Djindjic told a rally of 
more than 15.000 people. 
"He has lost this game. But 
he is banking on time, and he 
will wait until the very last 
moment.” 


Zaire rebels take another town 


KAMPALA. Uganda 
(Agencies) — Zairian re- 
bels have captured the nor- 
thern town of Mahagi. near 
the Ugandan border, ex- 
panding rebel-held territory 
northwards as the Zairian 
government announced a 
general offensive against 
the rebels in eastern Zaire. 

The govemmeni-owned 
New Vision newspaper 
Tuesday quoted church offi- 
cials and travellers as say- 
ing rebels from the Al- 
liance of Democratic For- 
ces for Liberation had cap- 
tured Muhagi. 15 kilome- 
tres from the Ugandan bor- 
der, without resistance on 
Jan. 16. 

The latest unconfirmed 
victory would expand the 


territory held by rebels to a 
700-kilometre strip of east- 
ern Zaire stretching alone 
the Burundian, Rwandan 
and Ugandan borders. 

The rebels began fighting 
to overthrow the regime of 
Zairian President Mobutu 
Se.se Seko in September 
1996. 

On Monday Zairian 
Prime Minister Kengo Wa 
Dondo formally declared 
war on the rebels and or- 
dered a “massive" counter- 
offensive to take back lost 
territory. 

Foreign mercenaries have 
been training Zairian troops 
in Kisangani. 300 kilome- 
tres from the frontlines, but 
there have been no reports 
of new fighting. 


Church officials on the 
Ugandan side of the border 
near Mahagi told the New 
Vision that residents 
cheered the arrival of the al- 
liance forces. Zairian troops 
have left a wake of destruc- 
tion in their path as they 
have retreated ahead of the 
advancing rebels. 

The rebel capture of Ma- 
hugi has also displaced 
Ugandan rebels of the West 
Nile Bank Front, who used 
the tow-n to launch attacks 
on northern Uganda. Ugan- 
dan officers and troops have 
fought with ihe rebels in the 
past, but there was no indi- 
cation Ugandan forces had 
fought for Mahagi. located 
at the northern end of Lake 
Albert. 


Australian bushfires force 
hundreds to flee, leave 3 dead 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — 
The worst bushfires ro hit 
the eastern Australian state 
of Victoria in more than a 
decade have killed three 
people, destroyed dozens of 
homes and forced hundreds 
of people to flee. 

The bodies of three peo- 
ple. including a couple be- 
lieved to be in their twen- 
ties. were found Wednesday 
in the charred ruins of a 
house at Ferny Creek in the 
Dandenong ranges on Mel- 
bourne’s eastern fringes, 
state police said. 

Fire authorities said they 
believed the young couple 
died after taking refuge in 
the cellar of their burning 
home, one of about 40 des- 
troyed in the area, which 
was the worst hit by the 
blazes. 

The age and sex of the 
third victim had not been 
established, a police 
spokeswoman said, al- 
though police had said ear- 
lier they were searching for 
a woman in her fifties. 

Police said they were 
amazed more lives were not 
lost in the fires, revealing 
that many people refused to 
leave their homes, although 
almost 1,000 fled as the 


bushfire bore down on 
them. Authorities said the 
bushfires were the worst in 
the state since the 1983 Ash 
Wednesday disaster in 
which 47 people died. 

The fires were fuelled by 
the same searing summer 
temperatures of over 40 
degrees Celsius which has 
hit players in the Australian 
Open tennis Tournament in 
Melbourne. 

Police spokesman Kevin 
Loonies said police were in- 
vestigating reports that the 
fires were the work of an 
arsonist and that arson 
squad detectives had visited 
the house where the three 
people died. “The possibili- 
ty that they may have been 
deliberately lit will be ta- 
ken into account,” Mr. 
Loomes said. 

“But at this stage nothing 
has been confirmed.” The 
fires were brought back 
under control Wednesday 
after light rain fell on east- 
ern Melbourne and the fire- 
fighting effort was scaled 
back after midnight, fire 
authorities said. 

Rain had helped in “blu- 
cking-out” some of the 
fires, country Fire Authority 
operations manager Mark 


Glover said. 

Seven aircraft including 
six water bombers and 
thousands of firefighters 
were involved in the emer- 
gency. Two Canadian su- 
perscooper firebombing air- 
craft flew from Adelaide in 
the neighbouring state of 
South Australia to help fight 
fires in the Dande-nongs 
and the Momington penin- 
sula south of Mel-boume. 

One of the other aircraft 
was a reconnaissance which 
provided infra-red scans 
showing the danger spots as 
six others dropped fire- 
retardant foam. 

Prime Minister John 
Howard Thursday thanked 
the volunteers and firefight- 
ers who he said had risked 
great personal danger. 

Mr. Howard said he. 
along with all other Austra- 
lians. was distressed about 
the loss of life and homes 
and that disaster relief 
would be available to peo- 
ple affected by the fires. 

“It's always a terrifying 
thing to have your home 
burnt before your eyes.” he 
said in a television interview. 
"... 1 hope the rain this morn- 
ing will give relief." 


London issues strong protest 
to China over Hong Kong 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
Wednesday underscored its 
concern for Hong Kong's 
future after the July han- 
dover to China by summon- 
ing Chinese Ambassador 
Jiang Enshu for a “strong" 
protest against Beijing’s lat- 
est assault on democracy in 
the colony. 

But while highlighting 
British concern, the meet- 
ing between the ambassador 
and Foreign Office Minister 
Jeremy Hanley, announced 
Tuesday and scheduled for 
late Wednesday, was also 
seen as a sign of London’s 
powerlessness to influence 
events after July. 

A legal sub-group of the 
Preparatory Committee, a 
Chinese-appointed panel 
supervising the handover, 
last Sunday recommended 
in Beijing the abolition of 
16 Hong Kong laws and 
amendments to nine others. 

The laws include three ar- 


ticles of the 1991 Bill of 
Rights ordinance, which 
sets out civil liberties in 
Hong Kong. The Bill of 
Rights has particularly an- 
gered Beijing as it was pro- 
mulgated by the colony's 
British -led government af- 
ter London had already ag- 
reed to return Hong Kong to 
China. 

The ' meeting Wednesday 
would make clear to the 
ambassador, said a Foreign 
Office spokesman, that Bri- 
tain sees China's latesr pro- 
posals as “totally unjusti- 
fied and unnecessary'.” 

The proposals, said the 
spokesman, were an at- 
tempt “to repeal or water 
down laws in line with the 
basic law" which is to serve 
as the constitution of the 
Special Administrative Re- 
gion (SAR) which Hong 
Kong will become after it 
returns to Chinese sover- 
eignty at midnight on June 


China's actions are “in the 
interests of no one." said the 
Foreign Office. They are 
sending “the wrong signal” 
and will “undermine confi- 
dence in Hong Kong." 

Mr. Hanley, a junior min- 
ister in charge of Hong 
Kong, was seeing the am- 
bassador while Foreign Se- 
cretary Malcolm Rifkind 
was in Madrid for talks 
aimed at ironing over prob- 
lems concerning Gibraltar, 
the British colony over 
which Spain claims sover- 
eignty. 

The summoning of the 
Chinese ambassador repre- 
sented a heightened level of 
British protest over Hong 
Kong from the comments 
and observations delivered 
io Beijing at more or less 
regular intervals in the re- 
cent countdown to the han- 
dover that will end 150 
years of colonisation. 
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Culture by edict? 

i 

MINISTER OF Culture Ahmad Qudab's edict, 
issued earlier this month, stipulating that organis- 
ers of cultural, scientific or artistic activities must 
obtain an approval from the authorities before 
they go ahead with their programmes was bound 
to create the outcry that it did since it infringes on 
freedoms of expression and assembly in the coun- 
try. This move, besides begging serious questions 
about its legitimacy and propriety, should come 
under scrutiny also because of the impact it will 
have on the progress of our democratic process. 

Minister Qudah has justified his extraordinary 
step by saying that he did not want to see cultural 
events turn into political platforms. How could he 
claim this when there is hardly any cultural activ- 
ity that is completely devoid of political content or 
implication? In the democratic world, there is 
hardly a precedent for preventing a strictly cul- 
tural activity from having political implications of 
one sort or another. Even art in its abstract form 
could contain political messages. The minister’s 
attempt to separate the inseparable is therefore 
beyond comprehension. 

Even if Dr. Qudah ’s decision is legal, we wonder 
why it has assumed a “shot gun” approach to the 
same problem that it intends to solve. The exact 
wording of the controversial order stipulates that 
“any cultural, scientific or artistic activity 
requires approval from, first, the director of the 
local cultural department and, second, from the 
local governor.” This draconian approach strikes 
us as wanting to kill a fly with a cannon. Instead 
of seeking to control all cultural activities, why 
not say exactly what the government wants to say, 
namely that no cultural event may be used for 
strictly political purposes without, authorisation 
from the government? This way pure culttiral 
events would not come within the dragnet of the 
minister in question. If the ministry’s circular is 
left the way it is, it will certainly give the wrong 
impression about the nature of our democracy. 

As much as we could appreciate the intents of 
the government to prevent unnecessary politicisa- 
tion of cultural activities, there are ways which 
are much more appropriate to realise the same 
objective. Consequently a more enlightened 
approach is called for after the whole issue is 
studied legally, politically and culturally. The 
minister is certainly going over board in dealing 
with a situation that is not so alarming as to pose 
a threat to this country's security and stability. 
There are ground rules, both domestic and inter- 
national, for regulating the freedoms of opinion, 
assembly and association. If these rules are fol- 
lowed properly, the alleged abuse of cultural 
activities can be prevented without encroaching 
on basic freedoms of our citizens. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra’i Wednesday tackled the current situ- 
ation in Sudan, which is lacing a rebellion and civil war in the 
eastern and southern regions of the country. While stressing 
that the Arab countries are duty-bound to announce their sup- 
port lor Sudan's sovereignly and territorial integrity. Jamal 
Nimri said that one also has to respect the views of the 
Sudanese opposition groups, led by Al Sudeq Ai Mahdi. a 
former president who is now spearheading efforts to topple 
the present regime in Khartoum. The writer said that Mr. 
Mahdi had repeatedly tried, with no success, to convince the 
present rulers in Khartoum of the need to recognise the role 
of the opposition if democratic rule is to be established, and 
he nut into trouble with the other faedons which oppose the 
regime and which have been adamant in their request for a 
change in the present system that tutally ignores the opposi- 
tion and bans its activities, raced with an adamant stand on 
the part of the Khartoum rulers. Mr. Mahdi had no aitemadve 
but to side with the other opposition groups which are now 
waging war on Khartoum to bring about the desired change, 
added the writer. He said\lr. Mahdi and the other opposition 
loaders can by no means be described as a handful of agents 
in the pay of the enemies of Sudan. They, said the writer, are 
well-known patriots who want to ensure democratic rule in 
their country 

PROSPECTS FOR Israeli-Syrian negotiations came under 
scrutiny by Mohammad Barhoumeh. a writer for AI Ra*i 
daily. Wednesday, saying that any development in this regard 
can only be initialed by the United States, the sponsor of the 
Middle East peace process. While Syria insists that all of the 
G hoi an Heights he returned in exchange for peace with the 
Jewish stale, the Netanyahu government rejects any notion of 
pulling our Israeli forces from the occupied Syrian heights, 
noted the writer. In Israel's view, the Jewish country cannot 
withdraw from the Golan that provides Israel with one quar- 
ter of its total needs of water supplies, which are more valu- 
able to it than oil. the writer pointed oul For this reason, 
Israel has been exercising pressure on Damascus to force it to 
accept its own terms for negotiations, by issuing provocative 
statements, by blowing up a bus in Damascus, killing and 
wounding scores of people, and by exercising pressure, 
through the United Stales, against South Africa to prevent the 
sale of military equipment to Syria, said the writer. He said 
now that the U.S. has appointed a new secretary of state, to 
suceeedc Warren Christopher who made 22 futile trips to the 
Middle East, visiting Israel and Syria to stimulate the peace 
process, it is hoped dial new efforts will be made towards the 
resumption of peace talks Lhat can help bring about a lasting 
settlement in die region. 


The View from Academia 



have a dream ’ 


FOR US in this pan of the world, these are uncomfortable times 
indeed. But they are also promising rimes for us. The challenges 

are immense, the obstacles tremendous, the problems unthink- 
ably interconnected and intertwined. But the will is unwavering, 
the determination staunch and the resolve adamant. 

There are moments, vicious moments, when we almost lose 
faith and feel we stand, as it were, ar the brink of disaster, the 
brink of an abyss and a bottomless pit. It is all over with us. But 
there are also moments, propitious moments, when we, confident 
in what we believe and indulgent in the sporadic moments of sat- 
isfaction. feel we stand at the threshold of a fresh beginning, a 
new dawn, an auspicious era. categorically better than what we 
have had for a long time. History is being rewritten. 

This duality — this fluctuation, fickleness and bouncing back 
and forth between what is (which is largely unappealing and 
unacceptable) and what ought to be (unto which we cling almost 
desperately) — causes us a great deal of discomfort and pain. We 
know what should happen, we know how to get there, but we 
know that it is not easy to get where we want. Those among us 
who do not see an inch beyond rheir nose, or 'do not want to see, 
and who. rather than be facilitators of progress, are obstructed of 
it. stand brutishly, boorishly in the way. They want to keep us 
where we are. pull us back into the deep chasm of backwardness 
and destruction or drown us in the middle of the journey, before 
the fulfilment of the promise and the achievement of the dream. 

We are plagued with nonsense, absurdity, selfishness, greed, 
emotional rhetoric that boils down to nothing, boldness without 
vision and obsession with venom that kills. But we are struggling 
amidst nonsense to make sense, amidst absurdity to create mean- 
ing and amidst selfishness and greed to make a case for altruism 
and otherness. 

Endure we ultimately shall: persevere we must, and prevail we 
will. These times, we know when we are sane and sober, are 
interesting, exciting and great precisely because of the chal- 
lenges involved, the obstacles, the sweat, the pain and the hurt. 
Nothing is handed on a silver platter. The ‘joy that comes as a . 
result of hardships and the results that come out of hard work are 
doubly rewarding and fulfilling. 

We. the nations of today's Arab World and today’s Middle 
East, are still struggling to be bom. We are still in the embryo 
stage. With the second millennium fast approaching, we find 
ourselves still at the beginning of a dark tunnel, at the end of 
which (like the entrance to Petra) is a great emergence, a resur- 
rection. a treasure and a renaissance. But to get there, we have to 
fight: fight our own timidity, our own confusion, awkwardness, 
mismisr, adolescent outlook, the forces which pull us back, the 
devil inside of us and the devil outside, the chariots of evil and 
fire which aim to overtake us and bring us down before we 
arrive. We have seen the delectable mountains, but the path is 
strewn with thorns and mines. 

There are three camps in our pan of the world. There are the 
ravens of bad omen, the hawks, the rattlesnakes, the hyenas, the 
forces of darkness, the followers of Beelzebub, the radicals, the 
hypocrites, the narcissists, the extremists, the enemies of life, the 
tools of violence, the time-bombs, the killers, the procrastinators, 
the subversive forces, the thundering jeremiads, those with sweet 
longues but black beans and minds, the law breakers, the 
usurpers, the mice, the lizards. They are determined to bring us 
down, to create a hell out of a poienraj heaven, to turn the land 
of milk and honey into poison and JSath. 

"And there are the lambs, the peacemakers, the voices, of rea- 
sons. the blessed and blessing, the messengers of happiness and 
human dignity, the builders, the protectors of rights, the angels. 


the life givers. 

in between, like a tumultuous sea, lies a majority, confused 
pathetic, innocent but misguided, good but foolish, manipulated 
this or that way, ignorant, uninformed. 

We, in the Middle East, have experienced it all: skirmishes, 
shellings, bombings, aeroplane attacks, missile attacks, wars, 
house demolitions, massacres, torture, knife stabs, breaking of 
bones. We have tasted poison, death and disaster, and we do not 
relish iL The messiahs in our midst, the apostles of doom and 
destruction, come to preach destruction, high water, volcanoes 
and disasters. We must not let them take us back to what we 
know, what we have experienced and what we hate. It is time we 
peoples of the Middle East had a break: decade after decade, and 
century after century, we have been through hell and high water. 
It is lime to live and let live. And it is time we let those with com- 
moasen.se. vision and respect for human life and rights and dig- 
nity amongsr us show us the way. 

The Arab Nation of today is ai a great disadvantage. Internally, 
we are fighting two wars at once: a war for the basics and a war 
for the ideals. We cannot get to the ideals until and unless we get 
over the basics. What other nations have achieved and taken for 
granted is still a dream for us. 

-Until now, I cannot file an application for anything (a mean 
thing or a lofty thing) and feel confident that a minimum degree 
ofljustice will be exercised by those who look into iL Until now 
the mediocre amongst us are employed, given scholarships and 
given appreciation awards before the excelling. Until now our 
women cannot walk in many of our neighbourhoods without rav- 
enous eyes devouring them shamelessly (the eyes of the virtuous 
and the eyes of the profane). Until now our female secretaries are 
treated either like slaves or looked upon as helpless,, hopeless, 
dumb beings (or are made helpless, hopeless and dumb). 

Until now we break promises as easily and conveniently as we 
make them. Until now we do not walk in the streets without 
bumping and backing into each other. Until now our cars emit 
poisonous fumes. Until now our yellow road paint does not stick. 
Until now the law is broken shamelessly when those in charge 
have an interest or are persuaded to do so. and is used as a 
weapon and a scourge against the powerless and the weak. Until 
now our students cheat at exams without any regret. Until now 
many of our examples and role models are balloons and many of 
our guides are blind. Until now we jump in front of someone 
who is waiting to be helped and ask to be helped first Until now 
we dream of garbage cans in our picnic areas, of preventing 
trucks and trailers from parking amidst our hoases. of sewer sys- 
tems that do not leak. Until now many of our teachers dictate to 
our students when an author was bom and when he died. 

We speak so much about quality, and there is little quality. We 
speak so much about excellence, and there is little excellence: 
we speak about justice, generosity, respect love, dignity and 
peace, and there is little justice, respect love, dignity-or peace. 

But the "little" we have gives us hope, and the few among us 
who have lived up to the challenges give us faith — hope and 
faith that things will be better, that good days lie ahead, hope and 
faith that our ideals will one day (hopefully before we are ashes 
and dust) will be translated into daily realities, that our dreams 
will be fulfilled. 

I have a dream, a dream without which life is bitter, a dream 
that can come true, can be made to come. true. I have a dream, a 
multi-faceted dream. 1 have a humble dream and a lofty dream. 

I have a dream lhat one day this nation, this Arab Nation of 
today, like all serious nations on God’s green earth, will rise and 
live up to its responsibilities and not bury its head in the sand and 


pretend everything is all right. I have a dream that one day I 
wake up and find that l live in a real world and not a nightmare 
or a take reality, that we stop building on the graves of the fathers 
and rely on ourselves for a change. 1 have a dream that we mean 
what we say and say what we mean, that we aspire to do our best 
in whatever we do. that we are serious. 

1 have ? dream of a cleaner environmenL of less poison in our 
food. I have a humble dream, a dream of less sewer water in our 
streets, of vellow paints that sticks, of less tume from our cars, 
of fewer potholes in the roads, of clean public bathrooms, of less 
dust' and mud. of people being courteous in the road, of cars 
which are nor death machines, of less outright lies and broken 
promises, of less staring, of cab or bus drivers not doing you a 
favour every time you rake a ride, and of civil servants who are 
courteous and civil 

I have a dream of quality, of competitiveness, of excellence 
and distinction, of justice and fairness in dealing. I have a dream 
of critical thinking, of speakers who speak logic and sense. 1 
have a dream that when we debate issues we get our facts 
straight that we know what we are talking about that we have 
checked our sources, and that we are fair. I have a dream of 
administrators who can administer, of less worship of paper, 
bureaucracy and ouedated laws. 

1 have a dream of less violence, less extremism, less bickering, 
less wars, less confrontation, less hypocrisy and procrastination 
in peace deals. I have a dream of a safe Middle East, where peo- 
ple live and let live, where they cooperate instead of annihilate, 
where the children of Abraham five like brothers and sisters. 
Equal brothers and sisters. That we will live in peace and har- 
mony. that we capitalise on what brings us together, that we do 
not become smart through selfishness. I dream of a promised 
land promised to all and not to some, that the land of peace will 
finally have peace, that the land of milk and honey will have 
milk and honey, of a new Jerusalem. I dream of a safe home for 
the Palestinians — safe and benign, in which they enjoy full 
independence like everyone else, and peace and harmony. 

I have a dream that we stop paying lip service to everything, 
that one day we will act. not like actors on u stage but like doers, 
that one day we will surpass symbolism, that we establish real 
institutions, not souvenirs to show to tourists. I have a dream that 
one day we will listen more and speak less, that we will see the 
end of mediocrity and hypocrisy. I have a dream that narcissism 
will one day come to an end. rhat when people look into the mir- 
ror they see through themselves. I have a dream that we look less 
in the mirror and more in our own psyche. 1 have a dream that 
the balloons will be deflated and that the baboons will be 
unmasked, that those who cannot perform will be marginalised 
and that those who block progress in their worship of laws and 
rules will be bulldozed and that we will be as honest and open as 
the desert we live in. 1 have a dream of a world free of tribalism, 
sectarianism, ultra-nationalism, regionalism, chauvinism, 
racism, fanaticism, secessionism. nihilism, cynicism, and all 
other venomous isms. 1 have a dream that we will be a little more 
reasonable, a little less emotional, a little less selfish. 

1 have a dream that the true image of Islam will prevail. That 
it will not be so cruelly vulgarised, distorted, politicised and 
manipulated, so that the blessings embodied in it will benefit us 
and mankind. 

1 have a dream that we will be led by those among us who have 
vision, intellect, humbleness, goodness, common-sense, dignity 
and integrity. 

I have a dream today. 


Second Clinton inaugural — no great vision but 
setting the goal of a ‘friendly middle class country’ 


By G. H. Jansen 

THE INAUGURAL — as 
such, the core of the ceremony 
on the steps of the Capitol, 
when the incoming president 
takes the oath of office and the 
speech lhat follows the swear- 
ing in — has developed an 
importance and character of 
its own and has become an 
almost separate event distinct 
from the rather vulgar carnival 
razzmatazz of the rest of the 
celebrations with their bands 
and balls and cheering crowds. 

The second Clinton inaugur- 
al was not as inspiring and 
uplifting as the Kennedy inau- 
gural. which was the finest 
ever, nor was it as significant 
or important as the first 
Roosevelt or the second 


Lincoln inaugurals. 

The first Roosevelt inaugur- 
al was the one in which 
Franklin D. Roosevelt told his 
fellow Americans, plunged 
into the depths of the Great 
Depression, that they "had 
nothing to fear but fear itself," 
and thus lifted them from the 
emotional depths. 

The second Lincoln inau- 
gural tried, but failed, to do 
something else. It came soon 
after the civil war and was 
meant to heal the wounds of 
that terrible conflict But 
instead of leading to reconcili- 
ation, it launched the era of 
reconstruction when, thanks to 
northern carpetbaggers, the 
defeated south was robbed and 
ravaged. And to this day, the 
southern states have neither 


forgotten nor forgiven whai 
happened. 

Compared to these great 
exemplars, the second Clinton 
inaugural — on the whole a 
good speech, which was nei- 
ther a glittering expression of 
hope, like the Kennedy inau- 
gural. or the first Roosevelt's, 
nor a call to peace and recon- 
ciliation, like the second 
Lincoln inaugural — it was a 
good, sober, serious and solid 
address which did, for the 
most port, hold a mirror up to 
America and asked Americans 
to look at what was a not very 
flattering image of themselves 
and then urged them to make it 
beuer. 

To ask for something better 
in the future necessarily 
means talking about what had 


gone wrong in the past and 
present. So, despite the 
inevitable bragging and boast- 
ing, those ineradicably 

American characteristics, the 
second Clinton inaugural was 
a litany of failings, a list of 
things that had to be set right 
it was an example of that cau- 
tionary saying: “Honest con- 
fession is good for the soul.." 
Hopefully. 

Harking back to the second 
Lincoln inaugural, Clinton 
stressed the need for internal 
unity and for an end to divi- 
sive partisanship. It was clear- 
ly noticeable that the loudest 
round of applause from the 
huge crowd was given when 
he said that Americans wanted 
to work together and were 
tired of bickering and parti- 


sanship — words clearly 
aimed mostly at the 
Republican Party. words 
which, it can only be hoped, 
will be heeded instead of 
being ignored as were those of 
the second Lincoln inaugural. 

The listing of improvements 
and of the shortcomings 
meant to remedy was one of 
practicalities: greater stress on 
the standards and level of edu- 
cation to give American chil- 
dren a flying start in life: an 
end to tiie violence in the 
streets that does not spare 
even the children: an end to 
the evil of drugs: a leaner, 
stripped-down government 
making it easier for people to 
help themselves: and. espe- 
cially. a new "community spir- 
it" that does not necessarily sit 


well with the doctrine of pri- 
vate enterprise. 

There was no grand vision 
in this speech, which is why it 
was not inspiring, for what the 
second Clinton inaugural set 
up as a goal for the American 
people was an honest, hard- 
working. friendly middle class 
country, with those homespun 
virtues that were objectified in 
that splendid painting. 
"American Gothic." by Grant 
Wood. 

Clearly Clinton does not 
have in his entourage a 
speechwriter like Theodore 
Sorensen, who served John F. 
Kennedly, to clothe a great 
occasion with the appropriate 
words. Nevertheless, the 
words of the second Clinton 
inaugural were good enough. 


South Korea — rhythm, harmony and economics 


By Gwynne Dyer 

SMALL CRISIS in South 
Korea, not many hurt The days 
of rage in Seoul are over, and 
the trade unions are in full 
retreat But what did the three- 
week outburst of rage on the 
streets of South Korean cities 
actually mean for the rest of 
industrialising Asia? 

"Orientals possess a mysteri- 
ous. unified and harnionious 
spiritual culture lhat can scarce- 
ly be understood completely by 
outsiders" said General Park 
Chung-Hee. who seized power 
in South Korea in a military 
coup in 1961 and was shot to 
death by his own intelligence 
chief in 1979. “It is clear," he 
added, “that oriental cultures 
have a certain gentle mild 
rhythm and harmony." 

In the weeks since the current 
South Korean government 
passed a new labour law in a 
pre-dawn "session of parliament 
on Dec. 26. the rhythm and har- 
mony have taken the form of 
crowds chanting "Abolish the 
evil law." as thousands of pro- 
testers battled police amid a hail 
of stones and a fog of tear-gas. 
But a planned national strike 


fizzled out on Jan. 13. and now 
the union leaders have cut back 
to striking one day a week, on 
Wednesdays. 

The crisis in South Korea is 
over. The new labour law will 
stay on the books, there will not 
be a coup, the country will not 
go bankrupt none of the silly 
things people predicted will 
come to pass. So what do these 
dramatic (or at least photogenic) 
events tell us about the evolu- 
tion of Asia's new industrial 
economies? 

There is no such place as Asia, 
of course. When you say 
"Europe" or “the Middle East" 
you are talking about places 
with a mostly shared culture and 
a long common history. When 
you say “Asia" — a word 
invented by Europeans to 
embrace everything east of 
them — you are referring to half 
of the human race. 

“Asians" can be Buddhists. 
Hindus. Muslims. Christians or 
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist mate- 
rialists. Koreans and Sri 
Lankans. Afghans and Filipinos 
are peoples who had virtually 
no contact with one another 
until the European empires 
overran most of the continent 


two centuries ago. 

Asia is so huge and diverse 
that if all the other continents 
sank beneath the sea and it alone 
survived, there would be no sig- 
nificant loss of diversity in 
human affairs. Generalisations 
about Asia, therefore, are gener- 
ally either banal or untrue. 

But it Lx not futile to treat the 
new industrial economies of 
Asia as a group, for as they 
become “modem" and integrate 
into the global economy, they 
begin to resemble each other 
more and more. Since they are 
now the main motor for the 
globalisation of the world econ- 
omy, it matters a great deal 'what 
happens to them. 

The Korean upheavals are a 
result of the fact that the boom 
phase of economic growth is 
over for the first wave of Asian 
“Tigers" (South Korea, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Singapore). In 
the 1970s and 80s they saw 
eight per cent annual growth as 
a birthright In future they will 
have to get used to a more mod- 
est five or six per cefy 

Even to maintain that pace, 
these countries are now being 
driven into the same kind of 
economic restructuring that 


Western economies have been 
forced to undergo since the 
early 80s. For they too now face 
severe competition from lower- 
wage Asian economies, in 
places like Thailand, Indonesia. 
China. India and Vietnam. 

The new legislation in South 
Korea was not even all that 
severe by recent Western stan- 
dards. The new South Korean 
labour law is still at least as con- 
siderate of workers' rights as 
that in most Western European 
countries, and considerably 
more so than U.S. labour laws. 
It « just that Korean workers 
were used to job security for 
life, so they do not like the new 
law at all. 

But why did the South Korean 
government feel it was so Urgent 
to change the labour laws now? 
Because the South Korean 
economy is going through a 
haemorrhage of jobs and invest- 
ment as the lower-wage compe- 
tition from the next wave of 
industrialising countries cuts 
into its market share. Average 
income in South Korea has risen 
1 40 per cent in the past decade, 
and productivity has not kept 

up. 

Something had to be done — 


and it turns out that the favoured 
remedy in harmonious, rhyth- 
mic Korea in the late 1990s. 
rightly or wrongly, was exactly 
the- same remedy applied in 
Mafgaret Thatcher's Britain in 
die early 1980s. So much for 
profound cultural differences 
which outsiders can scarcely 
understand. But then the late 
President Park himself, in less 
mystical mood, once remarked 
that: “In human life, economics 
precedes politics or culture." 

I am not echoing die tri- 
umphalism of the free-marke- 
teers who believe that the “hid- 
den hand" of the all-wise mar- 
ket will take care of everything. 
Politics and cultural values do 
ratter, especially when it 
comes to deciding how the 
wealth will be shared out. But 
die emerging unified global 
market does impose quite 
-were restrictions on how you 
run your economy. If you do not 
remain competitive, you are in 
deep trouble. 

a speciaJ p** 1 ™ 

^ ,an countries where 
*e model for first-phase indus- 
tr^isation was really a Vind of 
intelligent Stalinism: * ian , 

state-sponsored corpora^ 


bring the peasants into the 
cities, work them for long hours" 
at low pay, but guarantee them a 
basic living standard and jobs 
for life. 

Beyond the first phase of 
industrialisation, however, this 
is a formula for economic stag- 
nation. And as the workers get 
more educated, they will nut 
take the dictatorship that goes 
with it any more, either. 

In Eastern Europe, where the 
Stalinists were notably unintel- 
ligent the whole structure has 
already crashed to the ground, 
leaving economic chaos in its 
wake. In East Asia the transition 
is much less disruptive, 
although there will certainly be 
more upheavals like the recent 
Korean events. But though the 
workers in South Korea have 
lost something of value to them, 
ray do have two significant 

compensations. 

is a standard of living 
second only to Japan's amons 
ail the countries or Asia (except 
for 'city-states like Hong Kong 
and Singapore). The other is 
democracy: if they can persuade, 
enough ot (heir fellow-counny- 
men to agree, they can vote the 
rascals out. 
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economics 


It took some 
time, but the 
Board of 

Trustees of the 
Abdul Hameed 
Shoman 

Foundation has 
found itself a 
new director 
general. He is 
former Minister 
of Information 
and of State 
Ibrahim 

l~eddine who 
takes over the 
prestigious post 
on Feb. J. Mr. 

Izzeddine served 
as Jordan Is 

ambassador to Bonn. London and Washington before head- 
ing the Civil Sendee Commission and then becoming minu- 
ter in three different cabinets since I9S9. Looking at the 
institution he will now head, Mr. Izzeddine regards it as a 
well-entrenched and respected foundation which has made 
solid and significant contributions to science and culture 
over its more than 15 years of existence. Bur what about the 
job of prime minister that Mr. Izzeddine was touted for not 
so long ago , especially by the Islamist-led opposition who 
sdii 1 in him the right alternative to partisan governments? 
The question that is being asked is whether his decision to 
take over the Shoman Foundation will affect his chances of 
ever becoming the head of a coalition government which 
would certainly include the Islamists. The two (Jobs) are 
not mutually exclusive, the word from his camp goes. 
“ While maintaining course at the foundation and consider- 
ing new horizons in other directions. ” Mr. Izzeddine says 
with a hint of haze. “ it is too early to tell what paths might 
be chartered. " We can only wish him luck. 


The new path for the outgoing foundation head Asaad 
Abdul Rahman, on the other hand, is already mapped out. 
Dr Abdul Rahman . who tendered his resignation last April, 
has taken on, along with being a member of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation t/PLO ) Executive Committee, a 
ministerial post with the Palestine National Authority 
(PNA). His portfolio puts him in charge of what some have 
termed a “ super ministry. " Dr. Abdul Rahman will be in 
charge of refugee and displaced persons affairs, within and 
outside the jurisdiction of the PNA. Therefore, approxi- 
mately 90 % of Palestinian refugees and displaced persons 
living outside the self-government areas and- 50% of those 
inside fall under his sphere of duty which spans 71 refugee 
camps. He will maintain offices in Amman, Ramallah and 
Gaza. Dr. Abdul Rahman and Mr. Izzeddine, who are long- 
time friends, will maintain a prvfessiotuil relationship 
through the foundation as well, since the former director 
general is now on the hoard of trustees and has also been 
delegated to act as an advisor to the institution. 


THROWING IN THE TOWEL : A person who can be 
considered well-established in the area of government ser- 
vice is leaving his latest and short-lived post as secretary* 
general of the Ministry of Youth. While in that seat only 
about six months, fssam A rida says that after 30 years in the 
civil service he is good and ready for a change. His career 
switch takes him to the helm of the Jordan Investment and 
Tourism Transport Company as general manager. 
Established around one year ago, the company claims a 
capital of JD 10 million. Mr. Arida, who spent 21 years as 
director of the Al Hussein Sports City, two years as head of 
Radio Jordan . a year as director of the former Sawt Al 
Shaab daily which was taken over by Al Aswaq, and the bal- 
ance of his professional lift as general manager of the Civil 
Service Consumer Corporation, acknowledges that private 
sector Transport is anew mute for him but he intends to give 
ii a spin. A few names have been circulating as his replace- 
ment at the ministry, but the one that is sounding the loud- 
est is that of Rafe Shaheen. Mr. Shaheen is a man of vari- 
ous talents. He was former head of the Police Club at 
Abdali, currently serves as an advisor at the Prime Ministry* 
assigned to Minister of Public Works Abdul Hadi Majali, 
and still hosts a quiz show on Jordan Television Fakker Wa 
Irbah ( Think and Win). Another name making the rounds is 
that of present Secretary General of the National Olympic 
Committee Thougan Obeidat. Mr. Obeidat obtained a 
Ph.D. in education in the U.S. and was once an assistant of 
the secretary general of the Ministry of Education. 


THE TASK AHEAD: More than two years after its 
establishment the Petra Regional Council only last week 
waS further legitimated by the appointment of a director. 
That appointment has gone to Kamil Mahadin, a landscape 
architect, teacher at the University of Jordan, and a con- 
sultant to the Ministry of Tourism. Several organisations 
can lay some claim to administering to the needs of the 
Petra National Park. The Petra National Trust, established 
in 1989 and chaired by HRH Prince Road Bin Zeid, is a 
national non-governmental organisation with international 
affiliation working to protect and preserve the "park in its 
entirety, i.e. its environment, its villages and its social and 
economic welfare among other areas. The Department of 
Antiquities . now in the hands of Dr. Ghazi Bisheh, is respon- 
sible for the protection of the archaeological sites of the 
park. There are also several ministries and government 
departments, such as the ministries of Public Works and 
Housing, and Transport, and the Water Authority of Jordan, 
which to dale have played individual rjries in providing ser- 
vices to the Petra region. The PRC. then, is the body that 


of their heritage sites to the choking impact of over- crowd- 
ing and overselling. 

**** 

NAAA ROUND-UP: Here in Jordan on his annual, 

sometimes biannual, tour was National Association of Arab 
Americans President Khalil Jahshan. Mr. Jahshan began 
his trip in the United Arab Emirates, where he attended the 
Third Annual Conference of the Emirates Centre for 
Strategic Studies and Research in Abu Dhabi. He then went 
to Saudi Arabia to meet with influential business and gov- 
ernment officials. In Jordan, he was less fortunate in his 
plans to catch up with some of his contacts as the season s 
unrelenting rash of influenza had many people under the 
weather. He ended his tour with a visit to his mother, who 
has never left her native Nazareth. W? hear he might be 
coining back on a stopover on his return to the U.S.. and 
perhaps get to see those officials he could not see during his 
one-day stay in Amman. But you never know with Mr. 
Jahshan. His busy schedule in the U.S. might take him back 
there straight from the Tel Aviv airport. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday gathers round with 

Development’s orphanages throughout the Kingdom as well as from tne SUS Lnuaren s villages m 
Amman and Aqaba. Queen Noor hosted an iftar Wednesday evening at Jabri for nearly 600 children. 
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children from the Ministry of Social 
the SOS Children’s Vtllai 


Attending the event were Minister of Social Development Hammqd Abu Jamous , Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Social Development Farouq N aw aw ay. Senator Leila Sharaf former Minister of Social 
Development and Coordinator of ‘‘Al-Ilm Noor Student Relief Fund ” Salwa Damen-Masri and SOS board 
members (Petra photo ) 


will manage the site by coordinating with all these depart- 
ments under one umbrella. PNT has been invited to become 
a member of the PRC board. Dr. Mahadin, thus reports to 
the PRC chairman of the board, who is Minister of Tourism 
Saleh Irsheidat. Other organisations with a Petra interest 
include the United Nations Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), environmental agencies 
and international archaeological institutions. At stake is a 
national, cultural and natural treasure which has been 
named a World Heritage Site. Many ure counting on Dr. 
Mahadin to use his skills and that of experts ( local and for- 
eign) in the new and delicate field of cultural heritage 
preservation to prevent over- urbanisation . maintain the 
natural habitat of the entire area, encourage integration of 
the people of the surrounding communities within the devel- 
opment activities of the national park, and put to use the 
experiences of other countries which have suffered the loss 


**** 

MOVING TO THE SEASIDE: As was announced 
more than two years ago. the offices of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) are moving from Amman to Beirut. Although the ' 
move has been a touchy subject all along, it is approaching, 
and some calculate it will be scheduled in September. 
Perhaps this would explain a recent advertisement placed 
by ESCWA announcing the sale of used equipment and 
office furniture. The move will be a loss for Jordan, which 
lobbied, perhaps not hard enough, some insiders say, to 
keep the commission based here. With a total staff of 
around 520 persons f 100 professionals. 350 local employ- 
ees and 70 foreign) the issue of jobs is serious as it is 
expected that only the professional, foreign and a handful of 
the local staff will be offered to move to the new headquar- 


ters. The Lebanese government, which delighted in its cap- 
ital regaining its ESCWA home, has been trying to accom- 
modate the commission and has promised, albeit not in 
writing, that things would be ready by late summer. £$CUft 
had previously been based in Baghdad. It was moved to 
Amman during the Gulf crisis following the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. And it was the civil strife in Lebanon which first 
caused the commission to move from Beirut to Baghdad. 

**** 

COMPARING NOTES: British Ambassador Peter 

Hinchcliffe and his wife Archie this week hosted their coun- 
terparts from Damascus. Ambassador Basil Eastwood and 
his wife Allison, for a several-day visit to Jordan. The 
Eastwoods took up their first Middle Eastern post in Syria 
four months ago. Mr. Eastwood is a career diplomat who 
has served extensively through the eastern hemisphere, and 
the couple are quite happy in his new posr. The 
Hinchcliffes. on the other hand, are preparing to keep their 
links with Jordan as the ambassador approaches retirement 
and his move from Jordan in April. Leaving the world of 
diplomacy, Mr. Hinchcliffe will teach Middle East politics 
at the Universities of Edinburgh and Belfast. He also 
promises to contribute articles to newspapers, most proba- 
bly this one. We will keep you posted on the Hinchcliffes ‘ 
plans as April draws near. 

**** 

KEEPING TABS : Also keeping his connections in 
Jordan, Yasser Dabbagh, general manager of the London- 
based Sharq Al Awsar newspaper, is in Amman for his first 
visit to Jordan. Mr. Dabbagh. who hails from the Hijaz in 
Saudi Arabia, has managed the paper for the past 10 years. 
His trip to Jordan, say observers, does not appear to be of 
a journalistic nature. Mr. Dabbagh was hosted at an iftar 
last night by Housing Bank Chairman Zitheir Khoury. 
Anending were Deputy Prime Minister Abdullah Ensoul : 
Central Bank of Jordan Governor Ziad Fariz. Minister of 
Transport Nasser Lawzi, Royal Medical Services Chief Dr. 
Yousef Gsouss. and several chief editors of the country !v 
dailies. 

**** 

MENDING FENCES: The uproar started over an item 
published in the Jan. 6 issue of Al Urdun weekly about an 
alleged crackdown on an alleged house of ill-repute in 
Madaba is apparently subsiding with the publication of an 
apology in the same paper. The story pitted two chief edi- 
tors of weekly papers against each other in what threatened 
to become a feud among well-known families. The editors 
in question were Musa Kilani. of A! Urdun. and Yousef 
Ghishariy Of Abed Rabbo: both papers first made their 
debuts on the newsstands last year. Al Urdun s apology 
vehemently faulted one cf its own reporters, without naming 
him, calling the journalist "a malicious liar and a disgrace 
to our publication because of the shame that he inflicted on 
his fellow journalists . " The paper said that the story was a 
fabrication and "nothing more than a shameful attempt to 
slander the good name of a respected Jordanian family 
through lies and deception." While we cannot say that 
camaraderie has been restored, the spirit of reconciliation, 
a most honoured Jordanian value, is on its way to prevail. 

**** 

VOICES OF SUPPORT: Solidarity, perhaps more than 
camaraderie, defines a message sent last week by the 
Jordan Press Association ( JPA ) to Al Hay at chief editor 
Jihad Khazin, The telegram condemned attempted attacks 
on the London-based Arabic daily. During the past three 
weeks Al Hayar was few reported to have received several 
letter bombs addressed to its offices in London, New York 
and Washington. A security officer employed by the paper 
was injured when one of the bombs exploded in the London 
office. The JPA denounced those responsible, saying that 
their acts were perpetrated in a "cloak and dagger manner 
in an attempt to destroy one of the most important Arabic 
newspapers published outside the Arab World. " In an Al 
Rai Arabic daily column yesterday, an influential writer 
who uses his self-styled pseudo-by-line "M , " quotes jour- 
nalistic and official sources as saying that the Israeli 
Mossad is behind the bombing attempts. But the writer also 
says that Mr. Khazin refuses to point a finger in any direc- 
tion, saving only that he believes there is a conspiracy. Still, 
"M" expressed his own personal solidarity with Al Hayar 
and its sister magazine. Al Wasat. 


Jennifer Hamameh 
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Doctors seek ways to banish winter blues 
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By Tanya Pang 
Reuter 

TROMSOE, Norway — Under the 
pitch black sky of a cold Saturday 
«□ the Arctic city of Tromsoe, about 
100 doctors began their search for 
ways to beat an illness afflicting 
millions of people worldwide — 
winter depression. 

The two-day conference con- 
cerns a condition known as season- 
al affective disorder, or SAD, 
which some psych iarrists say dev- 
astates the lives of many unknow- 
ing sufferers and in extreme cases 
may lead to suicide. 

Professor Norman Kosentha), 
head of environmental psychiatry' 
^ the National Institute of Mental 
Health in Bethesda in the United 
States and the first to identify sad 
in 1984. said there were many mil- 
lions of silently suffering individu- 
als from North America to Europe 
and Australia. 

About 10 million Americans 
alone are afflicted with some form 


of sad. rosenthal Laid Reuters at the 
stan of the confereflee. 

“Europe is certainly bigger than 
the United Stares. There must be an 
enormous amount of suffering and 
lack of productivity attributable to 
sad that is not being recognised.” 
he said. 

Especially prevalent in the north- 
ern hemisphere. SAD is believed to 
be caused by a lack of daylight and 
is more than just a sinking feeling 
of “winter blues" as the days 
become shorter and the cold sets 

in. 

It is characterised by depression 
at the onset of late autumn and 
lasts until spring. 

Symptoms include oversleeping, 
lethargy, a craving for carbohy- 
drates and weight gain, anxiety and 
mood swings. 

“I felt total despair and emptiness 
without knowing why. I just didn’t 
want tc* live,” said Jennifer 
Easrwood, 44, a sad sufferer. 

“It’s a serious, terminal illness. 


not a 20rh century malaise.” 

Ms. Eastwood spent five years 
diagnosed as a manic depressive 
after her first bout of severe winter 
depression at the age of 28 before 
hearing of the syndrome. 

She now chairs the British chari- 
ty SAD Association, which has 
2,500 paid members and receives 
around 1.000 telephone calls for 
advice each month between 
September and April when suffer- 
ers are at their worst. 

Treatment for SAD so far mainly 
has been in the form of light thera- 
py. when a patient sits in front of a 
light box emitting 10 to 20 times 
the light of- a normal light bulb for 
several hours each day. 

More effective treatments are 
now being sought using a combina- 
tion of light and drugs. 

Prof. Rosenthal, himself a mild 
sad sufferer, said the meeting was a 
landmark in the awareness and 
recognition of the condition as a 
serious psychiatric syndrffme. 


“This conference represents a 
corning of age of sad and shows it 
is worthy of special attention in 
order to alleviate the suffering of 
millions," he said. 

Tromsoe. Norway’s most 
northerly city within the Arctic 
Circle, provided an approriate 
location. Between late November 
and the end of January its inhabi- 
tants are shrouded in darkness 24 
hours a day. 

"It was a stroke of public rela- 
tions genius to stage the confer- 
ence here." Prof. Rosenthal said as 
he switched on his light box for a 
much needed dose of startling, 
white light. 

“Oh man, that’s too much. It feels 
like I’m on a drug. It’s a feeling of 
everything is going to be just fine 
and there’s no need to worry about 
anything,” he laughed. 


All dolled up 


By P.H. Ferguson 

The Associated Press 

TOKYO — Many little 
girls say they want to be just 
like Barbie, and a Japanese 
fashion company believes 
their dream can survive 
childhood. 

Itochu Fashion System 
Co. plans to produce bil- 
lions of yen (millions of 
dollars! worth of adult-size 
Barbie handbags, earrings, 
pajamas, undergarments 
and dresses. 

Mattel, the Barbie toy- 
maker, will lease its name 
and logo to Itochu Fashion 
for the Barbie -inspired line, 
designed to fit 15- ro 25- 
year-olds. 

* “We’re looking to tap into 
the Barbie lifestyle, the 
Barbie way of life," Hide- 
hito Kida of Itochu Fashion 
said in an interview. 

Never mind that Barbie is 


only a doll. She’s a hit in 
Japan — a nation passionate 
for fads, brand names and 
fashion trends. Itochu Fa- 
shion is hoping nostalgic 
young women will jump at 
the - chance to slip into 
Barbie's styles. 

The company says its Bar- 
bie outfits will be the first 
designed for adults. A com- 
plete line — every item 
emblazoned with the pink 
Barbie logo — is to be re- 
leased in Japan in time for 
the fall 1997 fashion sea- 
son. 

The Barbie concept — 
energetic, upbeat and on- 
the-go — long has been a 
relief for some Japanese 
girls in the male-dominated 
society. 

The vivacious Barbie is 
starkly different from Ja- 
pan's most popular doll, Ri- 
ka-Chan. a plain, obedient 
eldest daughter from a tradi- 


tional family. 

“Barbie has freedom. She 
can be a teacher, a hero, 
whatever kids want her to 
be." says Barbie's market- 
ing manager. Saori Oki of 
Manel. 

But why would grown 
women want to wear her 
clothes? 

Fashion stylist Ikuko Wa- 
tanabe. 37. thinks she 
knows. 

Bom in 1959 — the year 
Barbie was introduced to 
Jappn — Watanabe puts it 
this way: "When I was 
small, the Barbie clothes l 
used to play with were the 
things that I wanted to wear. 
So as an adult, it's some- 
thing rhar son of makes 
fashion sense to me." 

“And of course, she’s 
cute.” she adds. 








W 



BThis Week 


Jordan Times, Thursday, January 23, 1997 


How high must one jump I Are you an average person 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


COMMERCIAL considerations, fashion and hip-hop 
trends aside, one buys a PC to do something with it. 
Understand to play, to type, to calculate, and so forth. In 
spite of the multi-purpose vocation of new machines, dif- 
ferent configurations (the set of components that make a 
computer system and that one can choose) lead to differ- 
ent usage. If a document scanner is not an item you may 
need then don't buy it. Not only will you save money but 
you will also spare yourself the trouble of learning how to 
operate it. If 16MB of memory is all that is required to run 
your accounting programme properly — the real reason 
why you got the PC in first place — then don't spend a 
dinar’on 32MB even if your best friend, the so-called, the 
self-proclaimed computer expert advises you to do it. 

How powerful must your computer be? Unfortunately 
there isn't a simple answer to such a question. The only 
scientific, pragmatic approach requires the help of a con- 
sultant who would eventually undertake an analysis study 
of your needs before giving you the ideal configuration. 
You could also browse through a PC magazine and order 
the latest model. Though this approach will probably make 
you spend more than you were prepared for, you will end 
with an excellent general-use machine. Both methods are 
not perfect, the consultant may be too expensive to hire 
and the magazine may lead you to purchase more than 
what you need. 

There is. however, a simple, though not absolute, rule 
that can help to evaluate the processing power a PC must 
have, this depending on one’s needs. It consists of defin- 
ing a scale by which the main type of programmes are 
measured. We’ll give it from simplest to most complex. 
The type that requires minimum power is the text-oriented 
type of software. Typically this is word processing. In sec- 
ond position comes the number-cruncher or calculation 
type and the general business and data base programmes. 
In third position we find MIDI music software, based on 
synthesisers. In fourth position we place graphic applica- 
tions — still drawings and pictures, without animation — 
along with Internet access types, engineering graphics and 


chip talk 



desktop publishing. In fifth the digital audio for digital 
recording, editing and playback and finally, in sixth posi- 
tion. the most demanding of them all. graphic animation 
and live video applications. 

This is of course a general indication, a guideline to 
which there are. as always, exceptioas. A number-crunch- 
er (complex mathematics) application software in a uni- 
versity scientific research centre may require faster 
machines than graphic animation for example. Also, 
power h£re is taken as an average between microprocessor 
power, memory and hard disk capacity. The above classi- 
fication can help a newcomer to the world of PCs find his 
or her way and avoid dramatic errors. 

There are also some misconceptions that still confuse 
people. For example, don't trust those who tell you that a 
home PC doesn’t have to be as powerful as an office com- 
puter dedicated to "serious" business applications. 
Nothing could be more wrong. Today's CD-ROM based 
advanced games are much more sophisticated, technically 
speaking, than even the best word processing or account- 
ing software, and therefore require unusually powerful 
machines. No criteria exists that says a home machine 
should be cheaper or not as performing as a business 
model. There are numerous cases where it is actually the 
opposite. Because one buys a home computer precisely to 
satisfy the different needs of different people — the par- 
ents. the children — it must usually be more versatile, 
faster than the average office PC. 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, January 23, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Min A1 Hadi Al Mohammadi 

Cartoon (Ovide & The Gang) # Iris 

French Programmes 

They Came From Outer Space 

Feature Film — Sea Dragon 

Starring: Graham McGrath & Pat Roach 

Call For Prayer And Iftar Link With Channel 

One 

French Progammes 
Intertainment Varieties 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Atomes Crochus 
News Headlines 
Parenthood 
Islam In The West 
Babylon-5 

Rung Fu-The Legend Continues 

News In English 

Islam In A Changing World 

Feature Film — The Wrong Guys 

Starring: Louie Anderson & Richard Lewis 

Mini Series — False Arrest 

Ramadan Talks 


One 

You Bet Your Life 
French Programme 
Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 
Oriental Rugs 
Babylon-5 

Tycoons (Documentary) 

News In English 

Islam In A Changing World (Doc. ) 
Hot Shots 
False Arrest 
Ramadan Talks 


Monday, January 1 27, 1997 


Friday, January 24, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al Mohammadi 
Flint stones And Playabout 
French Programme 
Crystal Maze 

Disorganised Crime — Feature Film 
Starring: Hoyt Axton & Corbin Berbsen 
Call Fur Prayer And Iftar Link With Channel 
One 

French Programme 
Science & Space Encyclopedia 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 
News Headlines 
Down To Earth 
Oriental Rugs (Doc.) 

Babylon 5 
Hunter 

News In English 
Dark Horse — Feature Film 
Starring: Mimi Rogers & Ed Begley 
Mini Series — False Arrest 
Ramadan Talks 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al-Mohammadi 

Cartoon 

Dalton 

Feature Film — Big Ideas 
Starring: Harold Hopkins & Adam Lloyd 
Call For Prayer And Iftar Link with Channel 
One 

I Love Lucy 

French Programme — Magazine 

Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 

News Headlines 

Rosanne 

Documentary 

Babylon 5 

Extreme (Pilot) 

News In English 

Journey Across The Land Of Islam 
Under Suspicion 
Mini Series 
Ramadan Talks 


Tuesday, January 28, 1997 


Saturday, January 25, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al Mohammadi 

Cartoon 

Chris Cross 

Feature Film — Past The Bleachers 
Call For Prayer And Iftar Link With Channel 
One . 

Documentary 
The MuppetShow 
French Programme 
Sene — Jack 
Le Journal 
Magazine — Ziva 
News Headlines 
Hanging With Mr. Cooper 
Oriental Rugs (Doc.) 

Prism 

Documentary 
News In English 

Lois & Clark — The New Adventures Of 
Superman 

Journey Across The Land Of Islam 
MacGyver 

Feature Film — The Wild Rovers 
Starring: William Holden & Ryan O’NeaJ 
Ramadan Talks 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al-Mohammadi 
Cartoon (Captain Planet) 

French Programme — Sciences Cartoon 
Dog House 

Feature Film — Something For Joey 
Starring: Geraldine Page & Jeff Lynas 
Call For Prayer And Iftar Link With Channel 
One 

You Bet Your Life 
French Programme 
Serie — La Lumiere Des Justes 
Magazine — Extra Large 
News Headlines 
Murphy Brown 
Oriental Rugs 
Encounter 

Lost Civilisations (Doc.) 

News In English 

Islam In A Changing World (Doc.) 

Snowy River 

Mini Series — Memories Of Midnight 
Ramadan Talks 


Wednesday, January 29, 1997 


Sunday, January 26, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al-Mohammadi 
Cartoon 

French Programmes 
The Famous Five 

Feature Film — The Young Adventurers 
Starring: Marc Marut & Mathieu Kermoyan 
Call For Prayer And Iftar Link With Channel 


Holy Koran 

Min Al Hadi Al Mohammadi 

Cartoon 

Escape From Jupiter 
Feature Film — Sweet War 
Starring: Gerard Thomsin & Marcel Leboeuf 
Call For Prayer And Iftar Link With Channel 
One 

The Muppet Show 
French Programme 
Document — Ushuaia 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Baker’s Field P.D. 

Documentary 
Challenges 
N.B.A. Basketball 
News In English 

Journey Across The Land Of Islam 
Cobra 

Mini Series — Memories Of Midnight 
Ramadan Talks 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


IF YOU are one, then please wait in line while we do a 
quick reality check to see how the. four million people 
with whom we share this land are doing. . . 

We think that they are not doing as well as the statisti- 
cians would have us believe. 

An even quicker check will show that the downturn is 
becoming the rule rather than the exception. The examples 
that help to illustrate this point are plenty and are living 
proofs of a suffering that screams right in the face of those 
who like to dazzle the public with figures while they 
themselves are tucked away in the warm habitats of their 
villas. 

There is no easier way to put this because a quick glance 
ax the streets of Amman will be sufficient to show that 
Jordanians are not exaggerating their state of economic 
uneasiness and are certainly not in need of therapy as 
some would claim because this state is definitely not a 
delusional one. It is a reality. It is a sad reality. 

Another exaggeration of our state of well being comes in 
the form statements made by foreign officials about how 
well Jordan is doing. Such statements have to be under- 
stood as what they really are and that is no more than pass- 
ing remarks intended for public consumption, and there- 
fore, public appeasement. 

Our concern in all of this should focus on the average 
man and woman on the street who are in so many occa- 
sions to blame and at many other occasions the victims. 
They are to blame because they drive around the streets at 
. around 5.00 p.m. like lunatics because of an anxiety that 
has to do with either losing or gaining their share of an 
awaiting feast. A feast for the sake of which such people 
do not mind sacrificing one human life, two human lives, 
or even three. 

However, these average persons are victims when they 
find themselves obliged to deal with a generation of young 
people raised by babysitters brought over from Asian 
states. 

These are the same kids who borrow daddy’s officially 
registered vehicle along with the accompanying mobile 
phone and insist on taking both along with them to the 




heart of their university campus. And what does daddy 
have to say about all of this? Nothing, as far as the aver- 


bave to say about all of this? Nothing, as far as the aver- 
age on-looker can tell. 

These are the same kids whose Hondas and four-wheel 
drive cars annoy the average residents of apartment blocks 
and take over their street-side parking space because these 
poor sods have no in-house parking. They do not have any 
because the original owner of that same building, and in 
collusion with a municipal officer, has wavered their right 
to a parking space in favour of more flats, and therefore 
more money. 

Meanwhile, the parents of our young pretenders are out 
somewhere either playing cards — Bridge seems to have 
become a favourite Jordanian pastime — or having dinner 
at the house of another person of the same social circle as 
themselves who. in turn, cares very little about where his 
kids spend their time or what kind of company they keep. 

This brings us to another topic that has to do with peo- 
ple being able to go out at night, or not go out, especially 
now during Ramadan, to spend time with family and 
friends at those places around town that have prepared fes- 


tive atmospheres. . . , 

This year, strangely enough, there seems to be tar less 
people venturing out of their homes. Maybe because even 
fun has become a luxury? Not for us to say. But someone 
could go out and conduct a survey to collect the data need- 
ed to. prepare the necessary charts to dazzle those fasci- 
nated with numbers. 

Anyway, what we are able to ascertain is that you are 
able to enjoy yourself if you can afford a price tag of ++ 
JD9 per person per night. 

In light of so many contradictions, maybe even 
hvpocrisy, it is quite acceptable, even encouraged, to be 
able to read some tabloids and newspapers that speak the 
language of the average person who has never been to 
Abdoun but who may have heard about how two famous 
families are at each other's throats because a son of one 
had insulted a son of another at the latter’s resrauram. 

“ r This average person on the street may also have heard 
about how fights keep breaking out at the parties of the 
rich and famous because someone having far more fun 
than that which was acceptable had made a pass at anoth- 
er’s girlfriend or relation. • 

But a strong showing of tribal affiliation is always wel- 
come. Or is it? 

This average person vaguely remembers also hearing 
about the grandson of a famous statesman having drawn 
his gun on the streets of Abdoun because he had thought 
he could have used it to s !ve problems. 

In any case, grand-dad would be there to get him off the 
hook. Or would he? 

This poor average person may also have suffered the 
abuse of watching television talk shows in English where 
the guests struggle not to fall asleep on stage or others in 
Arabic where the host talks far more then the guest. 

Our average guy, or gal, may have wished that such 
mockeries would come to a halt but he or she would have 
been too smart to have thought that. Our guys, you see. 
know very well that the opportunities to host such shows 
and to do some very good things will hardly come the way 
of people of their standing unless they were prepared to 
act because there will always be someone who is a son of 
fulan or. the daughter-in-law of fulan that will get there 
way before they do. 

And this is why it is definitely not funny when a satiri- 
cal headline in a tabloid from the future reads that the son 
of fulan — who is now a mere 13-year-old — has been 
nominated to a top job just like his dad before him. 
because this is how it works: You scratch my back and I 
will give you a rub. And this is the saddest reality of them 
all. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


LAUGH-IT-OFF 


• "SAY. I saw you running the avenue the other morn- 
ing,’' said Mr. Grogan’s neighbour, “were you trying ro 
catch a bus?" 

“No,” replied Grogan, '*! was running to stop a fight.” 

“A fight, eh? I didn't hear anything about that Who was 
fighting?" 

“Mulligan." 

Mulligan, eh? Who was he fighting? 

“Me." 


4. What is meant by “in the arms of Moipheus"? 


PARTY GAMES 


FIND THE CITY 


Mulligan, eh? Who was he fighting? THIS is a simple jumbled-letter game. Each player is 

Me." - given a list of, say, ten or fifteen places with their letters 

*11 jumbled up. They are given, say, ten minutes to try to 
* * M find the actual names of the places or write them down 

alongside the jumbled letters. Here are two examples: 
MANAGER: “Why did you apply for the job of house RRHOWA, when rearranged becomes HARROW and 


detective? You have only one eye.” 


EEARMCHNST becomes MANCHESTER. 


* •• * vvwviiivj mnMV.AUAJ tbl\. 

APPLICANT: “That s all I need to look through key- Below are given more examples from which a selection 


can be made: 

(I) SOBNOT (2) MORE (3) LLPOOERVI 
(4) MANAM (5) NEDA 


• FIRST HUN TER : “I’ll bet you don’t get the rabbit.” 
SEC OND HUNTER: “What makes you think I won’t?” 
FIRST HUNTER: “Your gun ain’t loaded." 

SECOND HUNTER: “That’s all right. The rabbit does- 
n't know that. 


PUZZLES 


LOCK PROBLEM 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


(A) ONLY ONE of the keys will open the safe. 
Can you work out which one? 


•* Lots of people think so. 

Katheer minan’nas ya’taJkidoona thaalek. 


I^WVIlVUVWVM 


** I haven’t rime to rest. 


Laysa end! waqt ler’raha. 


** Don't put all the blame on me. 

La tada kollal-lawm alavy. 


I've lost weight. 


H'S 




Laqad khaffa wazni. 


** I admire your hospitality. 


Enni mu’jab bekaramek. 


rK TT i 


She’s the queen of my heart. 


Ennaba matikatu qalbi. 


** I like him and he likes me. 

Ana ohibbohu wahwa yohibbonL (B) PICTURE QUIZ 


*'* Try to understand me. 


Haawell an taFhamani. QuVln^nc^ ? bjeci be,0w ' : 

''-lue. It begins with the letter “C\ 


** You're wasting your time. 


Ennaka todee’u waqtak. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


] . What is an understudy? 


2. What is the “pit" of a rheaire? 

■n 

3. What is a "call-boy"? 



11 HR AN tAFIM — 
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Disney’s spin on Hugo classic — ■ critics sniff but kids flock to it 
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By Marilyn August 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — Never mind 
the happy ending and his- 
torical inaccuracies. 
Never mind that quasi- 
modo, created by Victor 
Hugo as a grotesque 
monstrosity, is trans- 
formed into a funny-loo- 
king fellow with a heart 
of gold. 

In the land where it all 
began. Disney's Hunch- 
back Of Notre Dame is a 
hit. 

Some film critics have 
taken issue with the mo- 
vie, but that hasn’t 
stopped 5.2 million view- 
ers from pouring into cin- 
emas since its Nov. 27 
opening, making it the 
country’s second-most 
popular film last year. 

Some are impressed by 
its adventure scenes, oth- 
ers by its lessons on mo- 
rality and others by its re- 


levance to today's world. 

Riding the film's popular- 
ity, Hugo's house in Paris is 
displaying the ' novelist’s 
own drawings of medieval 
Paris, boat tours on the 
Seine linger at the I lth-cen- 
turv Notre Dame Cathedral 
and the movie's merchan- 
dising is doing a brisk busi- 
ness. 

"The film is doing better 
here Lhan anywhere else in 
Europe, because of French 
cultural and literary tradi- 
tions.” said Philippe Rava- 
nas, director of Corporate 
Communications at Disney- 
land Paris. 

“People are familiar with 
Hugo’s epic, but they don't 
criticise Disney for making 
an animated feature film 
inspired by it.** 

While the respected Le 
Monde underscored Dis- 
ney's manipulauon of his- 
torical truth — baguettes 
didn’t exist in medieval 
times — it presented the 


film as a serious take on 
timely themes. 

The leftist daily Libera- 
tion compared Esmeralda’s 
life-saving request for asy- 
lum in Notre Dame and an 
incident last summer in 
which French police bashed 
down the doors of a Paris 
church to roust nearly 200 
illegal African immigrants. • 
Unfortunately, the mes- 
sage of chiirch-as -sanctuary 
may have been lost on the 
kids. Only a handful of chil- 
dren interviewed said they 
had picked up on the con- 
cept. 

“I didn’t get it until the 
end, and only when my 
mother explained it." said 
1 0-year-old Anais Davezac. 
“For me, ‘Hunchback’ was 
an adventure movie.” 

But the weightier points 
have not hampered sales of 
“Hunchback”-related items. 

Clothing. umbrellas, 
gloves and tote bags 
adorned with Esmeralda’s 


green eyes and sexy curves 
were among the pre-Christ- 
mas best-sellers at the Dis- 
ney store on the Champs- 
Elysees. Now reduced 30 
per cent, . they’re being 
snatched up by bargain-hun- 
ting movie fans. 

Elsewhere, Esmeralda 
dolls and costumes along 
with character figures are 
hot 

To coincide with the 
movie, the theme park out- 
side Paris has created a new 
parade featuring 150 cos- 
tumed dancers reenacting a 
“carnival of fools.” Cos- 
tumes are handed out to vis- 
itors, who are encouraged to 
participate. 

Disneyland Paris and 
American Express also have 
dreamed up a “Hunchback" 
package tour featuring a 
four-night, five-day hotel 
stay at the park and a visit tp 
Notre Dame and its pic- 
turesque belfry. ; 





Quasimodo, the bell ringer of Notre Dame (centre), joins the ‘Feast of Fools’ celebration in the Walt 
Disney production of The Hunchback Of Notre Dame (Reuter photo) 


Iranian clergymen seek to set up religious cinema 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
ruling Shi’ite Muslim clergy 
are seeking to rum the 
national cinema into a cul- 
tural root to promote the 
“sacred” values of the 1979 
Islamic Revolution. 

Iran’s culture and Islamic 
Guidance Ministry organ- 
ised a seminar with the title 
of Religious Cinema earlier 
this month to tiy to encour- 


age film-makers to produce 
movies with religious 
themes and content. 

Clergymen, film critics, 
movie directors and produc- 
ers as well as army officials 
debated ways of ‘Transform- 
ing” the country’s cinema to 
better serve Islamic princi- 
ples. 

Others argued that the 
clergy should exercise more 


control over film-making to 
ensure the movies’ contents 
and forms conformed to 
Islamic teachings. 

“Moral and Islamic crite- 
ria are always to be respect- 
ed in movie-making in our 
country.” said ultra-conser- 
vative cleric Ayatollah Ah- 
mad Janati, who usually 
takes a tough line on cultur- 
al issues. . 


The ayatollah, who heads 
the Islamic information 
campaign in Iran and ab- 
road, said Iranian artists 
should feel as though they 
had a “mission” to serve 
Islam when having a pro- 
duction at hand. 

However, Mojtaba Rail, a 
producer of several popular 
feature-length movies, said 
during the conference ihat 


there was "no clear formu- 
lae” to follow to make a so- 
called religious movie. 

Since its rise 1 7 years ago. 
the Islamic Republic has 
waged a fierce campaign to 
eradicate all signs of “deca- 
dent” Western arts and cul- 
ture and replace it with 
Islamic ones. 

Iran's spiritual and politi- 
cal leader Ayatollah Ali 


Khamenei, in a meeting re- 
cently with a group of mo- 
vie directors and producers, 
said the national cinema 
should be guided by “mes- 
sages” of the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution. Iranian funda- 
mentalists have consistently 
attacked independent film- 
makers who have often won 
laurels in international festi- 
vals. Amid growing restric- 


tions on film-making, sever- 
al celebrated directors and 
actors have either left the 
country or plan to do so. 

Lost year. 214 people in the 
movie business published an 
open letter, protesting the 
growing interference of the 
state in film-making. 

“Cinema should be devoid 
of any vice and corruption." 
Ayatollah Janati said, de- 


manding that the movies 
made here conform to the 
Islamic Law of Sharia. 

Iran produces an average 
of 60 movies per year. 
niainl> comedies, war sto- 
ries and melodramas with 
strong family overtones. 

The authorities have en- 
couraged film-makers to 
produce more movies on the 
19S0-I9S.S war against Iraq. 


Sundance draws cutting-edge movies, mainstream execs 



By Karen Lowe 
Agence France Presse 

LOS ANGELES — The 
Sundance* 1 Rim Festival 
opened Sunday in Utah with 
127 films and planeloads of 
Hollywood executives on 
the trail of fresh faces and 
hidden box-office gold. 

The festival in the ski re- 
sort of Park City — 
_2Cannes_With Snow" — has 
long been considered the 
’ sbowplace for independent 
filmmakers who borrow ca- 
meras, use friends as actors 
and turn their garages into 
editing rooms. 

Times have changed. The 
critical acclaim and popular 
appeal of festival highlights 
such as last year’s Shine. 
Fargo, Lone Star, and 
Trainspotting have turned 
Sundance into a prime hunt- 
ing ground for major stu- 


dios. 

An estimated 100,000 
people — twice the number 
who showed up two years 
ago — are expected to at- 
tend the 1 1 -day competition 
featuring 71 world pre- 
mieres and 34 American 
debuts. 

Two years ago. there were 
250 entries for the dramatic 
competition category. This 
year. IS films were culled 
from 600 candidates. ly^n 
the short films category is 
hoL Sixty were selected 
from 1,200 submitted. 

Actor-director • Robert 
Redfoni set up the festival 
about a decade ago to high- 
light films with a slightly 
bent perspective or dicey 
subject matters that major 
studios might shun. 

Perspectives may still be 
bent and subjects still dicey. 
Bur the festival now draws 


mainstream studio execu- 
tives by the hundreds, and 
pricey hotels and restau- 
rants are booked well in 
advance. 

Hollywood seeks talented, 
virtually unknown directors 
who will sell their films for 
S10 million or less. 

That's the goal. But if a 
quality product looks entic- 
ing. a bidding war would be 
expected, involving not on- 
ly Hollywood. hut also Eu- 
ropean and Australian stu- 
dios. 

“There will be an unpre- 
cedented number of acquisi- 
tions (and) people with mo- 
ney to bum. and they aren’t 
going to leave empty-hand- 
ed,” Sony Pictures Classics 
Co-President Tom Bernard 
told Variety. 

Some major studios have 
created new lines with 
something akin to indepen- 


dent filmmakers. They are 
sending their film entries — 
distribution already in place 
— to Park City to create a 
media buzz. 

Grammercy, for example, 
is weighing in with grid- 
lock’d featuring the late 
rapper Tupac Shakur. Dis- 
ney has Prefontaine, a story 
of the celebrated distance 
runner directed by Steve 
James, who made his repu- 
tation at Sundance with 
Hoop Dreams. 

Even the U.S. government 
now has a hand in indepen- 
dent filmmaking. 

Six out of 16 documentary 
category entrants are being 
funded, in pan or complete- 
ly, by the Independent Tele- 
vision Service, created by 
the government in 1991 to 
reach “underserved audi- 
ences." 

The subject matters of this 


year’s entries differ from 
last year’s recurring themes 
of angst-ridden rural Ame- 
rica and criminal extremes. 
This year, sexual politic' 
and gender bending will 
dominate the festival. 

Several male directors 
will weigh in with lesbian 
love such as Chasing Am) 
and 100 Proof. Director Mi- 
chael Ohio wit/ will take on 
incest in This World. Then 
The Fireworks. 

On the guy front. Gregg 
Araki will promote his Fine 
Line Features picture. No- 
where. 

One of the festival’s most 
intriguing events could turn 
out to be a Jan. 23 panel dis- 
cussion on sexual politics. 
No panelist has yet been 
named. 


Small independent filmmakers crowding Hollywood studios 


High-impact fashion 


A MIXTURE of fizz, fantasy and fun made 
up the winning cocktail that London Fa- 
shion Week has become famous for. And 
the latest one heralding ideas forJ997 was 
no exception. 

But among the fabulous, the fanciful and 
the retro, one particular collection stood out 
as modem, yet with an uncomplicated, 
wearable simplicity. 

It came from husband- and -wife team Joe- 
ly Njan, a new name in the fashion world, 
who made their London debut last year. 

Fabrics are a top priority with Joely 
Nian and it is mainly these that give their 
designs their futuristic look. Great 
emphasis is put on the new technological 
textiles, with insistence on high quality in 


design and manufacturing (pictured). 

In the new collection, the fabrics, trans- 
parent and gauze, shaped with sharp stretch 
suitings, and their signature cyber Lycra, 
use the most advanced finishing techniques 
available. Colours range from quiet flesh 
tones to translucent greens and blues, as 
well as rouge and lipstick reds. 

Joely Davis first followed a degree in 
business and fashion merchandising, 
worked as a stylist in Japan, then continued 
her studies at Central St. Martin's and the 
University of Westminster in London. Nian 
Brindle. former member of the band, the 
Milltown Brothers, previously worked on 
production with designer Liza Bruce — 
London Press Service. 


By Karen Lowe 
Agence France Presse 

LOS ANGELES — After 
pumping millions of dollars 
jmo stars' salaries and com- 
puterised special effects, Hol- 
lywood’s moguls are watch- 
ing low-budget films walk off 
with top critics' awards. 

In a slap in the face to 
Hollywood's big studios, the 
recent Los Angeles Critics 
Awards, New York Film 
Critics Awards, and others 
have given the lion's share of 
theirs top prizes to indepen- 
dent filmmakers' productions 
like Secrets And Lies. Brea- 
king The Waves, and Shine. 

The most coveted prize 
here, of course, comes at the 
Academy Awards in March. 
Oscars bestow prestige and 
can boost a movie’s box- 
office take by 25 per cent or 
more. 

Last year, Italy's ‘Hie 
Postman was made on a $4 
million budget. After several 
Oscar nominations it went! on 
to gross SS0 million — even 
before going to video. 


By comparison. Holly- 
wood's top stars command 
$20 million a movie, pushing 
film costs upward of $60 mil- 
lion. with Waterworld hold- 
ing the heavyweight title of 
$120 million. 

Theaters are increasingly 
making room for movies 
made by Australians. British 
and this year the* Danes, 
though Hollywood still likes 
the homegrown “feelgood” 
movies like Jerry Maguire 
and Michael. 

Who's to blame for Holly- 
wood losing ground? Round 
up the usual suspects: Screen- 
writing by committee. A-list 
stars with final say on a script 
and studios that dumb down 
scripts (The Scarlet Letter got 
a happy ending). 

Actress Lynn Redgrave, 
who in Shine played the wife 
of a concert pianist emerging 
from more than a decade of 
mental illness to musical 
greatness, said independents 
succeed because they remain 
faithful to a vision. 

“In the studios there arc too 
many cooks,” she said- 


’"Let’s have a survey and see 
if these demographics work 
best. Whoops, let’s change 
the ending, let's change the 
beginning. Let’s cast some- 
body totally different.' 

“For independents, particu- 
larly of course in Australia, 
once you've raised the money 
— and it may take forever to 
raise the money — they let 
you make your film.” 

Secrets And Lies director 
Mike Leigh said at the Los 
Angeles Critics Awards 
where he won the slot for best 
director that he finds nothing 
wrong with what Hollywood 
does, as long as he doesn't 
have to do it. 

“1 don't really think — and 
I say this with no disrespect 
to anybody — thaL it would 
be possible to make (my) film 
within the so-called ‘system’ 
here.” Leigh said. 

Redgrave said she hoped 
the success of independent 
films might spur Hollywood 
to call off its armies of writers 
and producers and instead 
stand back and lei the film- 
maker and actors do their 


jobs. 

Breaking The Waves pro- 
ducer Vibeke Windelov of 
Denmark, who spent four 
years working with director 
Lars Von Trier to get the 
movie made, said some stu- 
dios are trying to do just that, 
though she harbours doubts 
about the end result. 

“We worked so hard to be 
independent and Lars started 
the film company Zentrope in 
order to have the freedom and 
independence to do whatever 
he wants to do,” she said. 
“And we are not going to 
give that up.” 

If they can’t be hired, goes 
the Hollywood standard, buy 
them. 

At least two Hollywood 
studios are reported to be tak- 
ing a close look at purchasing 
the seven-year-old company 
October Films, which made 
both Breaking The Waves 
and Secrets And Lies. 

Entertainment weekly wri- 
ter Benyamin Sveikey said 
that most of Hollywood's 
films come to theatres dead 
on arrival because of medio- 


cre sen plwri ling. 

"Who's responsible for 
what can only he described as 
die cold-bluoded murder of 
the great American screen- 
play? Interrogate enough wit- 
nesses and you'll find that 
pretty much even one is a 
suspect." 

No less than 32 writers, for 
instance, worked on The 
Flinstones script while some 
big name actors bring their 
own writers to the set. Frantic 
rewriting has rendered many 
movies into incomprehensi- 
ble plots and sloppy narra- 
tive. 

“A script?" responded di- 
rector Leigh, eyebrows raised 
and a look of disdain on his 
face, when asked if it re- 
mained true to his vision. 
Then lie uttered what for 
passes as blasphemy in Hol- 
lywood: "There is no script. 

“I make films with no 
script. 1 work six months with 
the actors and the film grows 
out of the work we do. NVe 
improvise until we arrive at 
something that K very, very 
solid.” 


Designer Mizrahi to woo entertainment world 


By Angela Tan 
Reuter 

SINGAPORE — After tak- 
ing the world of haute cou- 
ture by storm, flamboyant 
American luxury fashion 
designer Isaac Mizrahi said 
he wished to dabble next in 
entertainment. 

Mizrahi, in Singapore 
recently to launch his col- 
lection, told Reuters he was 
on the verge of stepping into 
a new frontier — the world 
of entertainment — which 
would "accentuate and 
enhance” his image as a 
designer and an artist. 

“I have aspiration in the 


entertainment industry. I 
(will) like very' much to 
expand in that industry-. I am 
going in that direction. I 
think they are very related 
industries. I can’t, do one 
without the other.” the 35- 
year-old Mizrahi said in an 
interview. 

Dressed in a white T-shirt 
and a self-labelled dark suit 
sans his signature bandana. 
Mizrahi said the move 
would not interfere with his 
primary high fashion career. 

The man who gained at- 
tention for his offbeat sense 
of colour and whimsical 
designs early in his career. 


said he believes everything 
is achievable in life if one 
follows the heart 

“It will not interfere with 
my designing. As a designer 
and an artist, everything you 
do adds to your work, your 
product and your clothes... 
It’s an education,” Mizrahi 
said, alluding to his designs 
in entertainment. 

“It gives me a lot of inspi- 
ration, influence and moti- 
vation to make my clothes 
(in) a certain way. If I don’t 
do it, it would be so frustrat- 
ing that 1 couldn't continue 
doing my clothing. It’s 
debilitating not to be able to 


do what you want," he said. 

Mizrahi, who has received 
a number of offers from the 
entertainment industry, said 
he was undecided if his ven- 
ture into movies would be in 
production, script- writing or 
acting. 

Mizrahi’s Unzipped 
highly publicised. 

“My job is not only to cre- 
ate fashion but culture. I 
want to create an awareness 
of what I think people 
should be thinking about 
and looking like,” he said, 
adding that environmental 


conservation was one issue 
he wished to advance. 

A graduate of New York’s 
Parsons School of Design, 
Mizrahi made his feature 
debut in 1994. in a Michael 
J. Fox comedy. For The 
Love Of Money, playing a 
fashion designer. 

In 1995, he was the main 
feature of the highly publi- 
cised documentary Un- 
zipped. which showed him 
cavorting with supermodels 
and fashion editors. 

Mizrahi made the movie 
with director-photographer 
Douglas Keeve. 

He also created costumes 


for theatre, ballet and films, 
including Spike Lee’s Jun- 
gle Fever, earning himself 
accolades from the retail 
and fashion world. 

Mizrahi said he would be 
completing a book of fiction 
on the fashion industry to be 
published towards the end 
of the year. 

On the secret of his drive 
and success. Mizrahi said 
thaL he culled inspiration or 
“revelations" from films 
and ballet, and by living life 
to its fullest. 

“In fashion designing. I 
don’t believe in the tail wag- 
ging the dog. I‘m the doc 


that wags the tail,” he said. 

His company saw "phe- 
nomenal growth” in recent 
yeans, notably from the 
launch of the secondary col- 
lection of ISC and expan- 
sion into lucrative Asian 
markets. 

The alliance with Singa- 
pore’s high fashion retailer 
and distributor. F.J. Benya- 
min, will add to his presence 
in Asia. 

Mizrahi to unveil new 
products 

Mizrahi's main collection 
will also introduce new 


producLs later this \ear. such 
as dining sets, mensweur. 
accessories, fragrances and 
casual clothes. This is in 
addition to the shoes and 
eyewear that were intro- 
duced a couple of years ago. 

In defining the woman he 
designs his clothing for. 
Mizrahi said she would be 
ageless and active, funny 
and colourful. 

She will appreciate the 
past and future but live for 
the moment. 

“She has a sense of joy. 
living life, realising that you 
never have a chance to re-do 
il." Mizrahi said. 





d Health & Medicine 


Thai kidney patients seek 
lifeline on China’s death row 


By Matthew Pennington 
Agence France Press* 


BANGKOK — Thais are 
travelling to China for cost- 
ly organ transplant surgery 
using kidneys extracted 
from executed convicts, sur- 
geons say. 

' Desperate patients unable 
to find donor organs at 
home pay more than one 
million baht (S40.000) for 
operations by unqualified 
doctors, that would cost 
only 150-100,000 baht in 
Thailand. 

Unscrupulous agents in 
Bangkok who arrange the 
operations are believed to 
be making a killing on (he 
trade, doctors say. * 

About 20 Thais travel to 
government hospitals in 
southern China every year 
for the costly surgery." Dr. 
Phaibul Jitpraphai. a sur- 
geon at Bangkok's Siriraj 
Hospital and president of 
the Thai Transplantation 
Society told AFP. 

Indonesians. Malaysians 
and Taiwanese also use the 
hospitals to receive organs 
taken from executed con- 
victs. he said. 

Amnesty International re- 
ports that most transplant 
organs in China are taken 
from executed convjcts 
whose consent — or that of 


their families — is rarely, if 
ever, obtained. 

Dr. Phaibul said the Chi- 
nese government had taken 
steps to clampdown over 
the past two years, but oper- 
ations were still available 
and there is plenty of 
demand. 

General practitioners in 
the Chinese hospitals rather 
than officially recognised 
transplant surgeons perform 
the operations which can be 
organised through middle- 
men in the Thai capital, 
including an ethnic Chinese 
travel agent, he said. 

Although patients who 
choose to be operated on in 
China run an enormous risk 
of infection — about 60 per 
cent of die soon after sur- 
gery. according to Dr. Phai- 
bul — some still prefer to 
take the chance to life on a 
dialysis machine. 

Jirapom Yoonuch. 36, sur- 
vived two transplant opera- 
tions. 

In I9S5. she underwent a 
successful operation in Tai- . 
wan. but unwisely stopped 
taking her medication seven 
years later and began reject- 
ing her donor kidney. 

"I felt like vomitting all 
the time and I couldn’l eat 
properly because l had 
major kidney failure." she 
said. “I was spending 10 


hours a week on a dialysis 
machine with that big nee- 
dle in my arm." said the 
mother-of-one. 

After eleven months on 
the donor waiting list in 
Thailand, she sought a life- 
line from the Chinese pris- 
oners on death row. 

“I hud a daughter and hus- 
band and I wanted to be 
alive. These people (the 
convict donors ) did some- 
thing wrong and were being 
punished. I can't say 1 felt 
pity for them.” 

Taking her own supply of 
drugs with her, she checked 
into the Nanfeng Hospital in 
Guangzhou, and waited for 
“killing day" having signed 
an agreement waiving the 
hospital of responsibility 
should she die. 

There were up to eight pa- 
tients in a room designed 
for one. she said. 

Aware of the dangers of 
the operations, which are 
reportedly done without tis- 
sue-typing to properly 
match donors and recipi- 
ents. she is now warning 
other desperate patients 
against China transplants. 

She volunteers as a coun- 
sellor for the Thai Trans- 
plantation Society which 
she helped set up. 

Ms. Jirapom tells suffer- 
ers that if there is no donor 


available within die family 
it is better to wait for a brain 
dead donor in Thailand or 
put up with dialysis. 

"If you really want to go 
and can't wait any longer, 
go to China — but do it at 
vour own risk." she says. 

But depsite her warning, a 
rise in rhe number of people 
needing transplants accom- 
panied by a decrease in the 
supply of donor organs in 
Thailand spurs desperate 
kidney patients into looking 
abroad. 

“In Thailand we have over 
1 ,200 people on our trans- 
plant waiting list and it’s 
growing by over 20 per cent 
per year," he said. 

Dr. Phaibul said a law ma- 
king it mandatory for mo- 
torcycle riders to wear crash 
helmets has hit the prime 
supply source of kidney do- 
nors — people killed in traf- 
fic accident^ 

“Last year we had only 23 
cadaveric donors in Thai- 
land. down from over 60 in 
1995,” he said. 

Other experts attribute the 
lack of available donor 
organs in Thailand to tradi- 
tional beliefs about reincar- 
nation and the reluctance of 
grieving families to let doc- 
tors take organs — even if 
the dead person had a donor 
card. 


New vaccine for hepatitis launched in Britain 


LONDON (R> — A new 
combined vaccine against 
both hepatitis A and B was 
launched in Britain Wednes- 
day. with doctors saying it 
would help European trav- 
ellers protect themselves 
from the highly infectious 
viruses. 

The vaccine. Smithkline 
Beecham's Twinrix. won 
approval from the European 
Union in September. It has 
not been approved any- 
where else outside Europe. 

“1 think it's a great step 
forward in the development 
of vaccines." said Dr. Jane 
Zuckerman. a travel medi- 
cine specialist and vaccine 
researcher at London’s 


Royal Free Hospital who 
helped evaluate the vaccine. 

She said combining the 
vaccinations meant more 
people would get them and 
thus be protected against in- 
fection. Both viruses are en- 
demic, or widespread, in 
Asia. Africa and South 
America. 

Dr. Zuckerman said it was 
mainly being directed at 
European travellers. “In 
lime one would hope that it 
would become available to 
those in developing coun- 
tries where hepatitis is en- 
demic," she added. 

The vaccine" was not as 
difficult to develop as scien- 
tists had feared. Dr. Zucker- 


man said. “It was just a mat- 
ter of combining the two... 
in a vaccine that did not 
affect the (effects) of either 
vaccine." 

She said the vaccine was 
safe and very effective. 

Hepatitis B is 100 times 
more infectious than the 
HIV virus that causes AIDS. 
It kills two million people a 
year and is responsible for 
SO per cent of all cases of 
liver cancer. 

Hepatitis A can also be fa- 
tal. with nearly two per cent 
of adults who get it dying 
from It. About 1.4 million 
cases are reported around 
the world each year but 
Smithkline estimates there 


are up to 10 million cases. 

Hepatitis B is spread, like 
HIV. through bodily fluids 
like blood or semen. He- 
patitis A can be spread this 
way or via infected water or 
food. 

Companies are working 
on drugs to treat the disease 
but none has been found to 
be fully effective. Vaccines 
do work, however. 

A full course of Twinrix 
requires three injections in 
the arm over six months. It 
provides full protection for 
five years. 

Travellers wanting long- 
term protection against he- 
patitis A and B used to re- 
quire five or six injections. 
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Greater walking freedom for amputees i # 


A LEADING artificial- 
limb maker based in the 
United Kingdom has de- 
veloped a computer-con- 
trolled prosthesis that 
gives amputees greater 
walking freedom. 

The "Endolite Intelli- 
gent Prosthesis Plus — 
designed by Chas. A. 
Blatchford & Sons Ltd. 
— is the only artificial 
lower-limb unit that uses 
a microcomputer to 
allow the above-the-knee 


amputee to experience 
natural walking over a 
wide range of speeds. 

Pictured here is Saeed 
Zahedi. Blatchford "s 


senior research engi- 
neer. with the InteDi- 


neer, with the Intelli- 
gent Prosthesis (also 
known as the EP+) at 
the company's head- 
quarters in southern 
England. 

A radio- linked remote 
control with audio feedback, 
and visual -guidance svsrem 
enable the' prosthetist to 
programme the IP+ at a sin- 
gle session within minutes, 
even when U has a cosmet- 
ic covering and while the 
amputee is fully clothed. 

Uniquely, this enables the 
progamming to take place 
, in an everyday environ- 
ment. Once complete, the 
programmed IP+ automati- 
cally provides five valve 
settings to cover the entire 
walking-speed range of the 
individual, who islhen free 
to enjoy normal walking. 

Mr. Zahedi says: ‘‘For the 
first time it allows a rapid 
programming of the pros- 
thesis with full cosmetic 
covering outside the clini- 
cal environment, enabling 
the amputee to walk at a va- 
riety of speeds without the 
need for any compensa- 
tion." 

independent scientific re- 
ports demonstrate that wal- 




king with the 1P+ reduces 
energy expenditure by over 
10 per cent. Many users say 
that it allows them to walk 
for longer periods of time. 

The revolutionary design 
was recognised earlier last 
year when the company 
was honoured with the 
prestigious Queen’s Award 
for Technological Achieve- 
ment. Blatchford was also 


winner of the Prince of 
Wales’s Award For Innova- 
don. 

Founded in 1890, the 
company is renowned as 
Britain’s leading artificial- 
limb designer and manufac- 
turer. In the 1970s it set a 
new standard when it intro- 
duced carbon-fibre com- 
posite materials to prosthet- 
ics. These allowed the pro- 


duction of prostheses that 
were strong, lightweight 
and, above all. comfortable. 

Blatchford is now a world 
leader in prosthetic compo- 
nentry and carbon-fibre 
technology with distribu- 
tors in 2S countries and 
exports sales accounting for 
around 50 per cent of ins 
business — London Press 
Service. 


U.K. delays animal-to-human transplants 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 


LONDON — The British 
government, worried' about 
strange viruses and other 
health issues, said Thursday 
it would ban animal-to-hu- 
man organ transplants until 
scientists knew more about 
their safety. 

It said it would pass laws 
if necessary to prevent any 
human trials of such trans- 
plants. known as xenotrans- 
plants. 

“It is essential that the 
risks associated with xeno- 
transplantation are better 
understood before the tech- 
nique is used on human 
patients." Health Secretary 
Stephen Dorrell said in a 
.statement. 

He said new laws govern- 
ing xenotransplants" would 
be introduced as soon as 
possible. 

“It is the right decision. 
There are risks, risks which 
go beyond the actual pa- 
tient.” Robin Weiss of the 
Institute of Cancer Research 
told BBC Television. 

Experts say viruses not 
harmful to the host animal 


could kill people — and 
would be difficult to screen 
for. Once infected, a trans- 
plant patient could infect 
many others.,.’. mi 

.For instance, the Hrv vi- 
rus that causes AIDS is be- 
lieved to have originated in 
monkeys or apes. 

Last year the Nuffield 
Council on Bioethics, an 
advisory group made up of 
doctors, scientists and other 
experts, said xenotrans- 
plants would be ethically 
acceptable if precautions 
were taken to make sure hu- 
mans did not risk infection 
and animals were not 
abused- 

David Shapiro, executive 
secretary of the council, 
said Britain was probably 
rhe first country to make 
such a move. 

“Both in the U.S. and in 
the U.K. we are gearing 
ourselves up for it as we are 
likely to be the first two 
countries affected.” he said. 

“Britain has taken a deci- 
sion. The United States is 
sull in the process...The 
U.K. has got there slightly 
ahead and there is a serious 
divide about thinking on 


this.” 

The U.S. Institute of Me- 
dicine issued guidelines on 
possible animal transplants 
last autumn but has not 
called for national regula- 
tion. * " 

Imutran, a Cambridge- 
based company that has 
been leading the develop- 
ment of animal organs for 
transplant, said it accepted 
that further research was 
needed. 

“Extensive research at 
Imutran is already in prog- 
ress to investigate the issues 
raised in the report, includ- 
ing the important issue of 
patient safety,” the compa- 
ny, owned by Novartis, said 
in a statement 

“It is also important to 
understand that even when 
clinical trials begin, it will 
be the next century before 
xenotransplantation could 
become a routine proce- 
dure. Therefore it is essen- 
tial to support existing ef- 
forts to increase organ do- 
nation,” it added. 

“It may be that the real 
hope for the future is with 
artificial organs,” Dr. Vi- 
vienne Nathanson of the 


British Medical Associa- 
tion's Ethics Committee, 
told the BBC. 

Imutran has been breeding 
pigs that xarry hitman 
genes. The cells of their in- 
ternal organs are coated 
with human molecules to 
help stop the recipient's im- 
mune system from rejecting 
them. 

Pigs are popular candi- 
dates because they are simi- 
lar in size to people. Pig 
insulin is already used to 
treat diabetics, and animal 
heart valves have been used 
in heart surgery. 

Animal welfare groups 
have urged that all animal- 
to-human transplants be 
banned. Compassion in 
world farming said it feared 
not oply that viruses threat- 
ened people, but that ani- 
mals would be mistreated. 

“Transgenic pigs will be 
reared in unnatural, sterile 
conditions.” it said in a 
statement. “The track re- 
cord of farm animal genetic 
engineering is one of unful- 
filled promises and wide- 
spread animal suffering.” 


Study finds genetic vulnerability to infection 


LONDON (R) — Dutch 
doctors have said they 
found that some people 
have a strong genetic sus- 
ceptibility ro infections, 
which could explain why- 
some people die of menin- 
gitis while others do not 
even get sick. 

Some people, they found, 
produce too little of a chem- 
ical that kick-starts the im- 
mune system and too much 
&f another thar slows it 
down. 

Dr. Rudi Westendorp of 
University Hospital in Lei- 
den and colleagues rested 


190 dose relatives of peo- 
ple who had suffered seri- 
ous infections from Menin- 
gococci Bacteria, which are 
one of the causes of some- 
times- deadly meningitis. 

Up to 30 per cent of all 
people cany meningococci 
in their bodies with no ill 
effects at all. Doctors have 
been trying to find out why 
some people develop infec- 
tions including meningitis, 
an inflammation of the tis- 
sue surrounding the brain. 

Dr. Westendorp's group 
exposed the immune system 
cells in the relatives’ blood 


to a bacterial toxin and then 
measured the levels of cyto- 
kines — chemicals used as 
signals by the body's im- 
mune system. 

One of the cytokines, 
TNF, helps stimulate im- 
mune response while the 
other, interleukin- 1 0 (il- 1 0), 
tones it down. 

They found that relatives 
of patients who had died of 
meningococcal infection 
produced about half as 
much TNF as the relatives 
of those who survived. The 
relatives of the dead pa- 
tients produced twice as 


much il-10. 

They also studied 26 pairs 
of twins and found a clear 
genetic tendency for pro- 
duction of both interleukin- 
10 and TNF. 

“Families characterised 
by low TNF production had 
a ten-fold increased risk for 
fatal outcome, whereas high 
il-iO production increased 
the risk 20-fold," they wrote 
in a report in the Lancet 
medical journal. 

They said it was nor clear 
if their findings could be 
applied to other infectious 
diseases. 


Thoughts for this week 

Never forget what a man says to you -when he is 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


— H.W. Beecher, U.S. clergyman (1813-1887). 


Not life, but a good life, is to be chiefly valued 
— Socrates, Greek philosopher (A bout-470 

BC. 399 BC). 


Uefch“ ‘° P ' ay ^ pat * ° f ^ aclor ur 

lybetSd on me n°°' taimedi^ 

l3) Prometheus. 


Nationalism is an infantile disease. It is the 
measles of mankind 

— Albert Einstein, German-bom physicist 

(1879-1955). 
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Khartoum claims successful 
offensive, rebels urge revolt 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — Sudan said 
Wednesday its forces had killed or 
wounded dozens of “enemy” fighters on 
its eastern border with Ethiopia, while 
opposition leaders called for an uprising 
against die government 

“The casualties were inflicted on' the 
enemy in fighting that erupted on all axes 
of the war front Tuesday night,” the gov- 
ernment daily AJ Sudan AJ Hadjth report- 
ed from Damazin, capital of Blue Nile 
state, in the first official admission of a 
government offensive in the east. 

Government forces "killed and wound- 
ed tens of enemy forces, and die army, 
after receiving substantial reinforce- 
ments, forced them to retreat.” the daily 
said. It gave no indication of where the 
fighting was taking place. 

It reiterated a claim that Ethiopia was 
involved in the fighting, saying that "doc- 
uments, including ID cards and Ethiopian 
currency, were found in the pockets of the 
killed troops, proving the involvement of 
the Tigrean (Ethiopian) troops in the 
assault on Kurmuk and Qeissan.” 

The independent weekly AJ Mokhber 
repotted that Sudanese forces late Tues- 
day “destroyed six tanks of the invader 
forces and inflicted heavy casualties on 
them while the air force bombarded the 
enemy positions. ... The operations are 
still continuing.” 

Khartoum has repeatedly accused 
neighbouring Ethiopia and Eritrea of tak- 


ing part in the fighting as pan of an 
alleged U.S--led conspiracy despite 
denials by both Addis Ababa and Asmara. 

On Tuesday Sudanese Vice-President 
A1 Zubair Mohammad Saleh said that 
government troops were in control of the 
situation in the east 
But rebel forces claimed to have killed 
1 ,260 Sudanese soldiers between Jan. 12 
and 16 and to be advancing on Damazin. 
site of a key hydroelectric power station. 

The rebels, who on Jan. 12 claimed the 
capture of the border towns of Kurmuk 
and Qeissan, meanwhile, said they were 
not seeking to conquer the whole of the 
country by force of aims but simply to 
“put military pressure” on Khartoum to 
“prepare the ground for an uprising.” 

A spokesman for the opposition 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA), 
Farouk Abu Eissa, said in Cairo that the 
operations in eastern Sudan aimed “to 
encourage the people, particularly in 
Khartoum, to rise up and overthrow the 
regime.”- 

“We urge our. brothers in the Arab 
Wodd to back the struggle of tile 
Sudanese people (against the Islamic 
government) and stop it from spreading 
its lies in the media and Arab institu- 
tions,” the alliance leader said. 

The NDA combines the Sudanese 
northern opposition and southern rebels 
opposed to domination by the mainly 
Arab-Muslim north. 


Mr. Abu Eissa read out a statement by 
NDA leader Mohammad Osman A1 
Miighani in which he called on Arab 
countries to ignore Khartoum’s calls for 
help. 

The statement aimed to counter a diplo- 
matic offensive launched by Khartoum, 
particularly towards the Gulf states, in 
response to the rebel attacks in the east 

The Sudanese authorities have arrested 
hundreds of opposition members, most of 
them since die start of a rebel military 
offensive, the Sudanese human rights 
organisation said Wednesday. 

“The authorities launched a campaign 
(of arrests) on Jan. 7 and stepped it up on 
the 13th after the attack by the National 
Democratic Alliance,” it said in a state- 
ment. 

It spoke of the arrests of “hundreds Of 
Sudanese” in Khartoum and other towns 
across tire country. 

“The way in which these people were 
arrested shows the intention of the 
authorities to make use of violence 
against those being detained,” the group 
added Last week. Justice Minister Abdul 
Bassis Sibdarat said the government was 
seeking to “get information” about the 
opposition through these arrests. 

“We ask again the Sudanese authorities 
to set free unconditionally the detainees." 
the statement said 


Dissidents 
claim 
S. Arabia 
plans to 
execute 
30 for 
bombing 

CAIRO (AP) — A Saudi 
opposition group has. 
claimed that Saudi Arabia 
will execute 30 Shiite' 
Muslims for their role in 
last year’s bombing that 
killed 19 U.S. servicemen. 

But the group, the Move- 
ment for Islamic Reform in 
Arabia, did not name its 
sources, and Saudi Arabia 
has insisted the investiga- 
tion into the June 25 bomb- 
ing is not yet complete. 

The truck-bombing of 
the U.S. military housing 
complex in Dhahran in 
eastern Saudi Arabia was 
the second in less than a 
year to target the U.S. pres- 
ence in the kingdom. In 
November 1995, a bomb- 
ing of a U.S.-mn military 
training complex in the 
Saudi capita] Riyadh killed 
five Americans and two 
Indians. 

The London-based group 
said that Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef has 
informed the United States 
of the decision. 

The group’s leader, Saad 
A1 Faqih, said in an inter- 
view that the Shiites are a 
scapegoat and that those 
responsible are from the 
Sunni Muslim majority in 
Saudi Arabia. The govern- 
ment draws its support 
from the Sunni religious 
establishment and is reluc- 
tant to point ro opposition 
within its own ranks, he 
said. 

Quoting unnamed Saudi 
and U.S. officials, Mr. 
Faqih said the U.S. govern- 
ment warned Saudi Arabia 
that it would not accept the 
results of the investigation 
without U.S. officials first 
interviewing the suspects 
and reviewing the findings. 

“They asked for hand 
evidence before any 
announcement is made,” 
Mr. Faqih said. 

There was no immediate 
comment from U.S. offi- 
cials. But after Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Director Louis 
Freeh’s most recent trip to 
Saudi Arabia in November, 
U.S. officials said they had 
been given more access to 
evidence than before. 

Last year, four young 
Saudis were executed for 
their role in the Riyadh 
bombing before U.S. offi- 
cials were able to question 
them. 


Shots heard from hostage crisis 
residence in Peruvian capital 


LIMA (AFP) — At least five 
gunshots rang out early 
Wednesday at the Japanese 
ambassador's residence here 
after a day on which police 
taunted the leftist rebels hold- 
ing 73 hostages inside for more 
than five weeks. 

Two shots followed quickly 
by a short burst from an auto- 
matic weapon were heard 
overnight shortly before troops 
and police surrounding the 
compound were due to be 
relieved.. 

No reason for the shooting 
was immediately given but it 
apparently came from armed 
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) rebels 
who took over the residence on 
Dec. 17. 

Police and soldiers scram- 
bled to take up combat posi- 
tions, but after 15 minutes of 
silence troops and police on 
duty were relieved. 

Police from Peru’s special 
operations force had staged 
combat exercises and hurled 


rocks into the compound on 
Tuesday, taunting the rebels 
inside. A police colonel told 
AFP the actions were normal, 
but denied the rock-throwing 
witnessed by an AFP photogra- 
pher. 

Rebels also fired into the air 
on Jan. 13. Tupac Amaru 
leader Nestor Cerpa said later 
in a radio statement that the 
shots were provoked by police 
throwing rocks and other 
objects inside the compound 

As of midday Wednesday, 
the scene was calm with no 
immediate' explanation for the 
shooting. A police helicopter 
buzzed over die area four times 
but the rebels did not react. 

On Dec. 26. an explosion 
took place inside the com- 
pound which police said they 
believed was caused by a dog 
tripping a landmine laid by the 
rebels. Three shots were heard 
on Jan. 7 and another four on 
Jan. 10. 

Japan's lower house of par- 
liament unanimously adopted 


a resolution Wednesday pledg- 
ing to work with the Peruvian 
govemnment for an immediate 
release of the 73 hostages. 

The prominent hostages 
include Japanese Ambassador 
MorihisaAoki. Japanese exec- 
utives, Bolivian Ambassador 
Jorge Gumucio, two members 
of the Peruvian cabinet and 
President Alberto Fujimori's 
younger brother. 

Negotiations between Peru- 
vian authorities and the Marx- 
ist-Leninist rebels have stalled 
as the government refuses to 
discuss the guerrilla’s main 
demand that some 400 com- 
rades be set free. 

Both sides, however, have 
agreed form a negotiating 
commission and have selected 
three members. 

The Red Cross on Tuesday 
asked neighbours of the Japan- 
ese ambassador to allow their 
homes to be used for talks to 
end the five-week-old crisis. 


Guerrillas may be tapping Israeli army phone 


TEL AVIV (R) — Fearing Lebanese guer- 
rillas may have its number, the Israeli army 
has forbidden soldiers from taking their 
mobile phones into South Lebanon to be 
able to phone home. 

“It’s not permissible to use mobile phones 
in designated areas of operation such as 
South Lebanon ” chief army spokesman 
Oded Ben-Ami told Israel’s army radio. 

The army fears Lebanese Hizbollah guer- 
rillas, fighting to oust the Jewish state and 
allied militias from South Lebanon occupa- 
tion zone, are tapping the cellular phone 
calls of Israeli soldiers. 

“The cellular phone is a great means from 
the standpoint of its effectiveness but it also 
has an extraordinary potential for exposure. 
You don’t need very sophisticated 


machines to listen in on conversations,” 
Mr. Ben^Ami said 

Many Israeli soldiers holster a mobile 
phone to their hip after slinging an auto- 
matic rifle over their shoulder. 

Mr. Ben-Ami said the army was trying to 
find another way for troops to call home 
from the combat zone without spilling vital 
information to enemy forces. 

“What I am saying is that we will make 
every effort to prevent any reduction of per- 
sonal security to our soldiers,” Mt, Ben 
Ami said. 

The army has been stung in the past by 
reports that Israeli solders in South 
Lebanon were using mobile phones to 
order pizza from northern Israel for mid- 
night delivery to the border. 


Israel plans to ’annexe* 

(Continued from page 1) 

The move sparked Pales- 
tinian protests and fighting 
with Israeli troops that left 
more than 80 people dead. 

- Palestinian official Sagfr 
Erakat reacted furiously to 
the annexation plan, 

which he said would 
destroy the new momentum 
in the peace process 
achieved with last week’s 
accord on extending 
Palestinian rule to the West 
Bank city of Hebron. 


large slice of West Bank land to Jerusalem 

“The last time Mr. Olmert the future of Jerusalem 

proposed something, we in upcoming talks on the 

had almost 600 Palestine- final status of the Pales- 


“Tbe last time Mr. Olmert 
proposed something, we 
had almost 600 Palestini- 
ans and Israelis killed or 
injured, mostly Palestini- 
ans,” Nlr. Erakat told AFP. 

“I am urging Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Olmert 
nor to play with big fire 
and to let the peace process 
continue.” 

Mr. Erakat, who serves as 
the chief negotiator with 
the Israelis. said the 
Oslo peace accords 
required Israel io negotiate 


trnian territories. 

The talks are due to l^e 
completed by May 1999. 

“TTiey know such ques- 
tions are supposed to Be 
settled in final peace 
talks that should begin in 
less than seven weeks from 
today,” Mr. Erakat said. 
“I urge the Israelis to spare 
the lives of Palestinians and 
Israelis.” 


PLO backs Libyan offer to stranded Palestinians 

(Continued from page 1) the Gaza or the West Bank. their position and accept I 


the Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria, WaJid Ahmad 

Abdul Rahman, told Reuters 
on Wednesday: ”We bless 
and support the Libyan 
offer.” 

“We do not support their 
(the refugees’) decision,” 
added the consul, who took 
part in the events of Tuesday. 

The refugees say they 
would rather go either to 
Egypt, the autonomous 
Palestinian areas or any- 
where other than Libya. 
Israel will not let them in to 


the Gaza or the West Bank. 

On Tuesday some refugees 
threw stones at young men of 
the Palestinian revolutionary 
committees, Palestinian sup- 
porters of Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi, when 
they tried to put up banners 
welcoming the decision to let 
the Palestinians back. 

Libyan soldiers aimed 
machine -guns at the camp 
residents but their officers 
ordered them not to shook 

Members of a joint Libyan- 
Palesrinian delegation, one 
after another, read speeches 
urging the refugees to change 


their position and accept the 
Libyan offer. 

“Each revolutionary patri- 
ot... realises the real dimen- 
sions of the call to Palestini- 
ans in every pan of the world 
to go back to Palestine,” said 
delegation member Ahmad 
Saleh. 

He was referring to 
Colonel. Qadhafi ’s original 
argument for expelling the 
Palestinians — that if agree- 
ments between Israel and the 
Palestinians had any mean- 
ing, it was lime the Palestini- 
ans went back to their home- 
land. 



KING HOSTS IFTAR: His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday hosted an iftar for notables of Amman and 
Baiqa gove mo rates. Attending the banquet were His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, Royal family mem- 
bers, Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh, the King’s advisers and other 

officials.(Petra photo) 


Arafat pledges to declare state 
despite Netanyahu threats 

(Continued from page 1} day and handed the d 


the status of the West Bank. 
Gaza Strip and Jerusalem. 

Earlier Wednesday, Mr. 
Arafat briefed Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak on the 
Hebron agreement signed 
with Israel last week and on 
future Palestinian- Israeli 
negotiations. 

Egypt helped mediaie 
between the Palestinians and 
Israelis during their long 
negotiations on the Israeli 
troop redeployment from the 
West Bank town of Hebron. 

Mr. Arafat also said that 
Israel has failed to comply 
with 34 items agreed to in die 
talks, including the release of 
Palestinian prisoners. 

Mr. Arafat also repeated his 
determination (o “walk 
together with Israel on the 
path of peace.” 

'There are 34 points of con- 
flict still with Israel including 
the issue of the Palestinian 
men and women held in 
Israeli jails, the safe passage 
(between Gaza and the West 
Bank town of Jericho),” and 
air and sea pons for the 
autonomous territory' of 
Gaza. Mr. Arafat said. 

The Hebron accord’s “note 
for the record" says negotia- 
tions on safe passage, the 
Gaza port and airport and 
economic, financial, civilian 
and security issues were to be 
resumed immediately. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, the Israeli army 
withdrew from 80 per cent of 
the West Bank town on Fri- 


Efforts continue to secure 
Israeli release of engineer 


a ( Continued from page 12 ) 

did not say whether he had 
any definite information 
that led to this conclusion. 

Mr. Istanbul!, a member 
of the JEA’s “committee 
against normalisation of 
relations with Israel,” was 
arrested at the Sheikh Hus- 
sein Bridge as he was 
returning home from a fam- 
ily visit to the West Bank. 

Family and friends have 
raised concern over Mr. 
Istanbul! ’s health. The 
engineer has a serious heart 
condition, they said. 

Omar Rifai, Jordan's 
ambassador to Jordan, was 
quoted as saying by the 
Jerusalem-based A1 Quds 
newspaper on Wednesday 
that he was exerting efforts 
through diplomatic chan- 
nels to secure Mr. Istanbu- 
Ii’s release. 

“We are doing our best to 
release him. and we have 
alerted the Israeli authori- 
ties of his special medical 
condition.” Mr. Rifai told 
AJ Quds. 

The newspaper added 
that Omar Nahar, consul at 
the Jordanian mission in 
Tel Aviv, visited Mr. Istan- 
bul! Tuesday and “found 
him to be in good health.” 

Mr. Rial of the JEA said 
Wednesday: “According to 
this report he is fine, but we 
have beard that he has lost 
weight and we are very 
concerned for his health.” 

The AOHR on Wednes- 
day joined the mounting 
calls for Mr. Istanbuli's 
release by issuing a joint 
statement with the JEA and 


sending an appeal to Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

Dr. Kamhawi also criti- 
cised Ambassador Rifai for 
stating only that Jordan was 
“very displeased with the 
manner in which Hatem 
Istanbul! was arrested.” 

"We feel that (Mr. Rifai) 
should have condemned the 
arrest itself," Dr. 

Kamhawi told the Jordan 
Times. 

Noting that Mr. Istanbul! 
was granted a visa from the 
Israeli embassy in Amman 
prior to his visit. Mr. 
Kamhawi said: "The 

Israelis bad no right to issue 
a visa if they planned to 
arrest him." 

Kamel Nasser, minister of 
administrative develop- 
ment, has promised to exert 
efforts to free Mr. Istanbu- 
li, Mr. Rial and Dr. 
Kamhawi told the Jordan 
Times. 

“Mr. Nasser said he will 
contact Prime Minister 
Kabariti for help, and has 
also expressed confidence 
that Mr. lstanbuli will be 
free before the Eid." Mr. 
Rial said. 

Dr. Kamhawi said that 
the AOHR, in its direct 
appeal to Mr. Kabariti, 
“expressed an extreme con- 
cern over Jordan's ability 
to protect its citizens." 

“We must make certain 
that such an incident never 
occurs again,” said the 
human rights activist. 
“Israel must not be allowed 
to arrest a Jordanian for his 
political beliefs.” 


Libya breaks air ban 


day and handed the city’s 
administration over to the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA). 

The Israeli army remains in 
control of 20 per cent of 
Hebron, which contains 
enclaves where 450 Jewish 
settlers live and the Ibrahimi 
Mosque. Mr. Arafat said 
“arrangements" will be made 
for the Ibrhimi Moque. 

Mr. Arafat, who arrived 
from Rome early Wednesday 
after attending the Socialist 
International, met privately 
with President Mubarak for 
one hour before seeing Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. 

No statement was issued at 
the end of the talks between 
the two presidents. 

But before leaving Mr. 
Arafat said: "We ask that the 
Egyptian efforts which 
accompanied us every step of 
the way so far to continue 
during the implementation 
phase.” 

“The most important thing 
now is to implement every- 
thing we have agreed upon, 
and I fell that President 
Mubarak is ready to help us 
continue this on this difficult 
course.” he added before 
going back to Gaza by heli- 
copter. 

“After 87 members of the 
Israeli Knesset voted in 
favour of the accord, the 
Israeli people want peace and 
we must walk together on the 
path of peace for the sake of 
the coming generations.'' he 
added. 


(Continued from page 1) 

who asked not to be named. 

The official Libyan news 
agency JANA, monitored in 
Tunis, said an adviser to Presi- 
dent Jerry Rawlings and a 
Ghanaian Foreign Ministry 
official greeted the Libyan 
Foreign Ministry delegation at 
the airport. 

Earlier on Wednesday. Libya 
said it had told the Security 
Council that it considered 
itself no longer subject to the 
air embargo after it gave per- 
mission for an A men can- pilot- 
ed balloon to overfly its terri- 
loniy Iasi week. 

The delegation was visiting 
Ghana on an official visit, the 
agency said. 

Libya has on several occa- 
sions violated a bun on 
international flights which is 
part of sanctions imposed by 
the United Nations in 1992 
after it refused to hand over 
two Libyans; indicted in the 
United States and Britain for 
their alleged role in the bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am airliner over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, in 1988 
killing 270 people. 

JANA said earlier on 
Wednesday: "(Libya) has 

informed the Security Council 
that the Libyan Arab Airlines 
will continue its international 
flights and (Libya will) open 


its airspace to aircraft from 
other states after it permitted 
U.S. citizen Steve Fossell's 
balloon io cross the Libyan air- 
space.” 

It said a Libyan diplomat 
had handed a letter setting out 
Tripoli's position to the Securi- 
ty Council chairman and asked 
that it be circulated as an offi- 
cial document of the council. 

A U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee source on Tuesday rejected 
the Libyan claim, saying ii was 
a “lot of hoi air". 

Libya first denied Mr. Ft at- 
sea permission to overfly the 
country, but later changed ils 
position. According to Mr. 
Fossett’s control centre in 
Chicago, he was over Libya 
for an hour and 45 minutes 
though the detour and loss of 
fuel forced him to cut short his 
anempted anound-i he- world 

flight in India. 

Libya has broken the flight 
ban on several occasions — it 
flew pilgrims to Saudi Arabia 
in 1995 and 1996 and a 
Libyan-registered aircraft flew 
Libyan leader Muammar Qad- 
hafi to Cairo and hack to 
attend an Arab summit in June 
19%. After the Qadhafi flight 
the U.N. Sanctions Committee 
warned Libya that it would 
consider recommending 
tougher curbs if the violations 
were repeated. 


House approves changes to 
law on State Security Court 

(Continued from page 1) the basis of such bel 


The bill now goes to the 
Upper House of Parliament 
(Senate). \ 

The amended legislation 
extends the jurisdiction of 
the State Security Court to 
cover certain crimes which 
are at present dealt with by 
regular courts. 

During its session on 
Wednesday, the House also 
discussed and approved 
amendments to laws related 
to civil courts proposed by 
the government in 1994. 
The approval came in line 
with recommendations 
made by the Judicial Com- 
mittee. 

Earlier in the session, 
Islamist Deputy Bass am 
Omoush (Zarqaj assailed 
what he described as the 
indecent and unethical 
approach of some of the 
local publications. 

"It has reached a stage 
where certain papers are 
publishing details of mari- 
tal affairs and homosexual- 
ity," Dr. Omoush said, 
stressing that the Lower 
House was “extremely 
offended” by such publica- 
tions. 

He demanded that the 
government take all neces- 
sary actions to stop such 
materials from being pub- 
lished. specially since “His 
Majesty King "Hussein has 
expressed his disapproval 
of what was being primed 
and has called on responsi- 
ble officials to-put an end to 
it.” 

Dr. Omoush did not name 
any specific publication, 
but his remarks appeared to 
have been prompted by a 
local weekly tabloid which, 
in its latest issue, carried a 
sexually explicit article on 
what it said was the 
immoral behaviour of some 
married men and cases of 
women seeking divorce on 


the basis of such behaviour. 

Responding to Dr. 
Omoush. Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti said 
(hat the government agreed 
with the deputy and would 
take action to put an end to 
stop local publications 
from canying indecent, 
obscene and unacceptable 
articles. 

Mr. Kabariti also stated 
that the government feels 
that any promotion of deca- 
dent behaviour must be 
stopped. "Violating the pri- 
vacy of citizens and tam- 
pering with public decency 
is an outrageous infringe- 
ment on human rights and 
does not represent the true 
mission of the press." he 
said. 

Mr. Kabariti said that the 
government had already 
referred 10 such cases to 
court and was waiting for 
verdicts. He added that the 
government believes that 
current Press and Publica- 
tions Law does not provide 
enough deterrence from 
such violations. 

Mr. Kabariti said the gov- 
ernment believed that the 
ceiling of press responsibil- 
ity and penalties should be 
raised.. 

"When the government 
used to take steps in that 
directions in the past, its 
actions used to be accused 
of being undemocratic, 
although it was not what 
the government aimed at.” 
he said. “The government 
was and still is committed 
to the protection of the citi- 
zens from indecent viola- 
tions." 

Mr. Kabariti suggested 
that the House’s National 
Steering Committee should 
present the government 
with necessary recommen- 
dations in order to deal with 
the issue as best as possi- 
ble. 
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Israel reportedly plan to replace 
foreign workers with Palestinians 


TEL AVIV fAFPi — The 
Israeli government has 
drawn up plans to slash the 
number of legal foreign 
workers in ihe country so 
their jobs can be taken by 
Palestinians, the Israeli 
new spaper Yediot Aharonoi 
reported Tuesday. 

According to the newspa- 
per. which said it obtained a 
cop\ of the project being 
pm together by several min- 
istries. the plan would 
reduce from 7?. 000 to 
.ilj.fxyo the number of for- 
eigners grant ed work per- 
mits and would replace 
them with Palestinians us 
part of efforts to improve 
Israel i-Pnlcsiiniun ties fol- 
lowing last week's agree- 
ment on extending Palestin- 
ian rule to Hebron. 

Out the next 10 weeks. 
20.000 more Palestinians 


from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip would be given 
permission to work in 
Israel, followed by another 
20.000 over the following 
two months and an addi- 
tional 5.000 by the end of 
August. 

A~ labour ministry 
spokesman confirmed that 
the government wanted to 
reduce the number of for- 
eign workers, but denied 
that any figures had been 
set or any timetable decid- 
ed. 

The move would return 
the number of Palestinians 
authorised to hold day jobs 
inside Israel to its level of 
early last year before the 
government imposed severe 
travel restrictions on resi- 
dents of the territories fol- 
lowing a spate of militant 
suicide bombings in the 


Jewish state. 

Palestinian officials say 
the closure of the territories 
cost the self-rule Palestin- 
ian National Authority tens 
of millions of dollars and 
sent unemployment above 
40 per cent in the Gaza 
Strip and 30 per cent in the 
West Bank. 

The restrictions were 
gradually eased during the 
final months of 1996 and 
some 60,000 Palestinian 
men currently have permis- 
sion to work in Israel. 

But a. spokesman for the 
military administration in 
the territories said that only 
70 per cent of the 60,000 
Palestinians holding work 
permits had actually been 
able to find work, in part 
because potential jobs were 
being held by foreigners. 

Israel has over the past 


three years turned increas- 
ingly towards foreign work- 
ers. notably from Romania. 
Thailand, the Philippines. 
Thailand and Poland, to 
replace Palestinians who 
could nor enter the country 
due to repeated security 
closures of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

During the same period, 
more than 100.000 illegal 
foreign immigrants have 
flooded into Israel, further 
saturating the job market in 
the agriculture and con- 
struction sectors which tra- 
ditionally employed many 
Palestinians. 

Israeli authorities last 
year already began prepara- 
tions for the mass expulsion 
of illegal immigrants, 
including the opening of 
special detention camps. 


Egypt investment-grade rating 
bodes well — analysts 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptians 
arc delighted by the coun- 
try's high marks from 
international credit agen- 
cies. which should boost 
the country's attractions for 
foreign investors, financial 
analysts have said. 

International rating 

agency Standard Poor's 
announced last week it had 
assigned BBB minus long- 
term and A3 short-term for- 
eign currency credit ratings 
to Egypt. 

Mulham Alwani at Lon- 
don-based HSBC Markets 
said the ratings put Egypt 
on a par with Oman. 
Colombia and just a notch 
below Indonesia and China. 

Both ratings — the mini- 
mum seen as investment 
grade — have generated 
reams of euphoric copy in 
Egypt's government-run 
prcs>- and drew a blessing 
from President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Standard Poor's (S.P.) 
-aid Egypt’s credit rating 
was constrained b\ low per 
capita income and low sav- 
ings and investments but 
anaK'is sa\ the rating itself 
w ill help raise both eco- 
nomic indicators. 

"The rating will increase 
im cement and that will 
generate more* jobs. It’s 


kind of self-fulfilling." one 
analyst said. 

“it will increase 
investors' appetite for 

Egyptian stocks and 

encourage direct foreign 
investment. It’s good news 
for the economy." Moham- 
mad AI Ah mad i of Cairo- 
based fund managers Con- 
cord International Invest- 
ments told Reuters. 

“Investors don't know a 
lot about the situation in 
Egypt and this will directly 
and indirectly help them" 
he said. 

Analysts said the rating 
would reinforce Ihe benefits 
of Egypt's imminent listing 
on the International Finan- 
cial Corporation composite 
investable index . It would 
also ease import and bor- 
rowing costs, they added. 

S.P. said its ratings reflect 
government reforms, in- 
cluding privatisation, trade 
liberalisation, deregulation 
and a deepening political 
consensus behind the 
reforms. 

Stung by u speculative 
grade rating assigned by 
Moody's Investors Service 
last October, the govern- 
ment had worked hard at 
invigorating its privatisa- 
tion-led reform pro- 
gramme. 


Last January. President 
Mubarak appointed a new 
reform-minded cabinet and 
Egyptian officials said that 
the state raised 2.3 billion 
pounds (S6S0 million) in 
1996 by selling assets in 
government-owned firms. 

The reforms have drawn 
S2 billion in direct foreign 
investment last year as well 
as portfolio investment of 
about S600 to $700 million. 

Analysts say the rating 
will help sustain inflows. 
President Mubarak was 
quoted Monday as saying 
that Egypt should prepare 
itse) f for a S J .5 bi 11 ion to $2 
billion increase in annual 
inflows following the rat- 
ing. 

"This rating is excellent 
and shows that Egypt has 
potemial...It will help 
imports, exports — and the 
banking sector will flour- 
ish." " said Mohammad 
Hosny. vice president of 
leading market players 
Triple A Securities. 

The rating will reduce the 
cost of borrowing, said 
Farid Ibrahim of the state's 
National Bank of Egypt 
iNBE). 

"It's cheaper for us to bor- 
row. and funds will be more 
available. The rating has 
certainly put Egypt on the 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
t Boutique 
5 Bitter 

10 Rocker's gear 

14 Verdi work 

1 5 Wet thoroughly 
1c Alter white or 

lire 

17 Tight group 

19 Stumble 

20 Experiencing 
feeling 

21 Fruit ice 

23 Word on a towel 

24 Corrupt 

25 Indy entrants 
28 Noxious 

31 Atlanta 
university 

32 Hits hard 

33 Mean mongrel 

34 Arab robes 

35 Takes part in a 
bout 

36 Earned 

37 Thousandth of 

an inch 

38 Radiation device 

39 Victoria and 
Geneva 

40 Incentive 

42 Dead ducks 

43 Giant 

44 Mukiuk 
45' Certain 

racehorse ■ 

47 T rite sayings 

51 Very exerted 

52 Unsullied record 

54 Prong 

55 Spooky 

56 Occupation 

57 Multitude 

58 Very good 

59 Urgent letters 

DOWN 

1 Be impudent 

2 Long walk 

3 Norse god of 
war 

4 FL hockey team 

5 Alfred and Felix 

6 Mint output 

7 Smallest one 

8 Novel ending 

9 Menu list 
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by Richard Thomas 


IQ Of the stars 

11 Baked goody 

12 Ballet pose 

13 Cal. page 
1 8 Blazing ' 

22 Responsibility 

24 More wicked 

25 Piles of paper 

26 Circumference 

27 Alliances 

28 Annoys 

29 More exposed 

30 Lock of hair 
32 Naval officer 

35 Even 

36 Spanish scarf 

38 Minstrel s 
instalment 

39 Comes into view 

41 Undersized 

42 Black-footed 
albatross 

44 Queue 

45 Descartes' subj. 
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46 Currency 
exchange tee 

47 Swiss capital 

48 Speaker's spot 


49 Sicilian 
mountain 

50 Filter through 
53 Meadow 


investment map,” said Mr. 
Ibrahim, managing director 
of NBE's mutual fund. 

The rating will also put 
the economy and the gov- 
ernment’s policies under 
close international scrutiny, 
which analysts say would 
give the state more reason 
to go ahead with the 
reforms. 

"The rating is a good 
stan. The government 
should keep up its privatisa- 
tion programme and get out 
of the financial sector and 
the situation will look up," 
Mr. Hosny said. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April I9» 
Study your assets and liabilities 
well today and then pay your 
bills, make collections and dear 
the slate. Get more chan one bid 
for necessary property repairs to 
[ensure that you are getting a fair 
deal. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
[Take care of your appearance 
today, and improve it in some 
way so that you look the part of 
someone successful. Your barber 
or beautician could be a real 
help. See some close friends this 
evening and you'll feel very 
happy. 

GEMINI: l May 21 to June 21 ) 
Do something practical for your 
mate later this evening and get 
good results. Be careful in 
motion while on the highway of 
all kinds. See a person who is 
qualified to give financial advice 
so that vou can get ahead. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21 ) Dedde which of your 
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friends can give you the.help you 
need today, then contact that per- 
son for any advice. Rely only on 
yourself where personal aims are 
concerned and thereby you can 
handle any difficulties. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Go 
to a superior who can help you 
realise greater success in your 
career today, and get some 
advice along those lines. 
Improve your credit raring in 
some manner and feel confident 
that you can have extra funds if 
needed. 

VTRGO: ( August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You'll find several ways 
of advancing in your career 
today, so pick the best and fol- 
low it up. Make some careful 
arrangements for a trip conti ng 
up in the days ahead and be 
enthusiastic with the prospects. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 


ber 22) Find a new way to 
increase your income today, it 
there for the taking. Your mate 
will appreciate your initiative, 
and you’ll gain more affection in 
the process. Be careful in new 
deals so that you don’t get 
burned 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Discuss with a 
clever fellow associate today a 
plan of action you have in mind. 
If you both believe it in and work 
together, you can both gain 
much prosperity and prestige in 
the process with much effort. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 

22 to December 21) Be more 
efficient at your coming duties 
today and you'll benefit more 
through your efforts. Show a fel- 
low associate how conscientious 
you are, and you’ll get along bet- 
ter together if you are consider- 


ate of each others space. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January, 20) Check into the 
costs of a recreation before get- 
ting into it today, and be sure 
your finances will stand the! 
strain. If you dine out tonight 
with your mate, be sure the food 
is good and is not too expensive. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to] 
February 19) Get your home 
arrangements improve early 
today. Then invite in some 
charming, conventional friends 
for the evening and have a pleas- 
ant time. Show that you're an 
excellent host and make them 
feel comfortable. 

PISCES: (February 2Q to March 
20) Get your reports and state- 
ments handled today, however, 
don’t rush through them and risk 
mistakes which could be costly 
financially and to your reputa- 
tion. Meet with some supportive 
friends and discuss a mutual 
interest 


SEE? ITS AN 
AUTOGRAPHED 
! JOE SHLASOTNJK 
BA 5 EBALL.. 



I DON T THINK 
SO, CHARLIE 
BROWN. .THIS 
ISN'T JOE'S 
SIGNATURE.. 




THEY CHEATED A 
LITTLE KID! AN 
[INNOCENT, TRUSTING, 
HERO WORSHIPPING . 

LITTLE KID.. 






Andy Capp 
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horoscope 
forecast for 

THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 23, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson l 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Come to an 
understanding with fellow 
associates concerning 
your respective duties and 

this can become a very 
productive day today for 
you. Eliminate stumbling 
blocks first which are in 
your path of success. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You may dis- 
agree with a fellow associ- 
ate today, however, other- 
wise it’s a very productive 
rime. If you ask a superior 
for a favour, express your- 
self clearly and give an 
honest reason for your 
request and you could get 
it. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Stop bending 
your elbow so much today 
and eliminate other 
expensive pleasures 
which are bad for you — 
physically or financially. 
Get up early in the morn- 
ing and get those projects 
completed which have 
been put on hold. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) If you 
need assistance from an 
expert today, get it early 
so you can put it into oper- 
ation. Don't run off ortany 
tangents this evening. 
Become a more romantic 
person and all will be 
ideal with your mate. 
LEO: i July 22 to August 
21.) Don’t permit a strange 
person to force you into 
doing something today 
which you do not approve 
of or keep you from doing 
something what you had 
planned. Be cautious all 
day to adverse conditions. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be sure to 
keep any promises you 
have made to others today, 
and gain . goodwill and 
favours owed. Your mate 
has a plan you should go 
along with, you’ll both 
have fun later this evening 
while you are in each oth- 
ers company. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Forget 
about worry and get out to 
public affairs today which 
can bring you prestige and 
knowledge to get any 
business activities com- 
pleted. Be sure of the facts 
and figures in an agree- 
ment with a fellow associ- 
ate. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Don't 
permit an overly talkative 
person to hold up your 
planned activities today, 
or you’ll miss out on a 
great opportunity. Don't 
let a personal wish slow 
you down from getting 
your career activities 
com pleted . 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
Some amusements you 
desire for after career 
activities today can be 
easily enjoyed if you han- 
dle your responsibilities 
first. A good friend can 
help you show your tal- 
ents if you take his or her 
advice to heart. 

CAPRICORN: (Decern 

ber 22 to January 20) You 
are enthused about getting 
your home in better condi- 
tion. Keep at it and get 
fine results, don't run off 
to other matters until you 
get completed all your 
tasks. Home is the place 
for you tonight with your 
loved ones. 

AQUARIUS: (January ** | 
to February 19 ) You 
should not take too much 
tie mulling things over in 
your mind today, or you 
could lose out on impor- 
tant business matters it 
your mate acts silly l al e r 
this evening, pay no cuten- 

March 20) Concentrate on 
“nngmg in more benefits 

^a^avoU a critical 

*■* 7 " Public 

**** f °cus on beinc 
practical. Fix fences, how » 
ever, don’t build the ™ 
this Ume or there could be 
much difficulty. 
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Jordan seeks bids 
for second mobile 
phone network 


By Dominic Evans 
Reuters 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
will announce a tender in 
March for a second mobile 
phone licence, breaking a 
monopoly which has exist- 
ed since mobile phones 
were introduced to the 
Kingdom in 1994, officials 
said Tuesday. 

Yousef Abu Jamous, 
director-general of Jordan’s 
Telecommunications Regu- 
latory Commission (TRC), 
said the search for a second 
operator aimed to cut prices 
for phone users. 

“Competition is the name 
of the game." he told 
Reuters. 

The TRC will formally 
announce the tender in 
March, but it is seeking pre- 
liminary applications by the 
end of January. 

Those applications should 
give details of qualification 
to operate the system, com- 
patibility with the existing 
operator; and proposed 
radio spectiums, licence 
fees, rates and geographical 
area covered by the phones. 

Jordan, facing a serious 


shortage of fixed telephone 
lines, signed an exclusive 
four-year deal in 1994 with 
Jordan Mobile Telephone 
Services Company 

(JMTSC). The company is 
owned by Jordanian busi- 
nessmen but the system was 
built up by U.S. firm 
Motorola Inc. The new 
operator will be allowed to 
start in parallel with 
JMTSC in November 1998, 
when the exclusive deal 
runs out. 

Mr. Abu Jamous said Jor- 
dan might accept more than 
one offer if the terms were 
.attractive. 

He said the TRC would 
set a price cap on customer 
charges once other opera- 
tors started. Charges cur- 
rently stand at 70 dinars 
($100) for installation, 21 
dinars per month subscrip- 
tion, and 180 fils to 245 fils 
a minute for local calls at 
peak rates. 

“The trend is for cellular 
phones and once the price is 
reasonable, people will pre- 
fer them,” Mr. Abu Jamous 
said. Jordan now has around 
27,000 mobile phone sub- 
scribers, he said. 


Firms dismayed 
as Britain overhauls 
phone numbers again 


LONDON (R) — Angry 
British businesses expressed 
dismay Tuesday after news of 
another overhaul of telephone 
prefixes in what is promised to 
be the final phase of a search for 
“future proof” phone numbers. 

Telecommunications watch- 
dog Ofrel announced plans to 
create billions of new numbers, 
although 'Britan." has barely 
"recovered from “phoneday” in 
April 1995. when die last batch 
of new numbers was created and 
millions of old ones were made 
obsolete. 

‘These changes mean more 
disruption and cost to business- 
es,” said Simon Sperryn, chief 
executive of the London Cham- 
ber of Commerce. “-.Business 
is bound to be lost because of 
customers ringing the outdated 
number." 

Phoneday cost telecoms giant 
British lyecommuni cations 
alone 100 million pounds ($166 
million). 

Each time numbers change, 
companies have to pay thou- 
sands of pounds in notifying 
business contacts and to change 
stationery and logos on delivery 
vans and shopfronts. 

London dialling codes will 
now be lengthened by a uniform 
020 prefix in die year 2000. The 
current London codes of 0171 
and 0181 will be shortened to 7 
and 8, respectively, to be dialled 
after 020, 

Northern Ireland, Cardiff 
(Wales) and the southern Eng- 
lish coastal cities of Southamp- 
ton and Portsmouth will also 
each get a new prefix starting 
with 02. Prefixes of 03 to 06 are 
being kept for future genera- 
tions. 

In an attempt to quell mount- 
ing anger and confosion, Ofrel 
Director General Don Cruick- 
shank, who was once memo- 
rably quoted as saying he was 
“not very good” at forecasting 
demand fix' numbers, pledged 


the new plan would be robust 
and flexible. 

“By early in the next century 
we will have completed transi- 
tion to one of die most clear, 
flexible and customer-friendly 
numbering schemes in the 
world,” he said. 

Bur the opposition Labour 
Party called for his suspension 
' "pMidiqg an Inquiry into what it 
called a renumbering “sham- 
bles." 

Labour consumer affaire 
spokesman Nigel Griffiths said 
Ofiel had ignored advice that 
phoneday would not create 
enough new numbers and 
another costly upheaval would 
* be needed. 

“Sadly this was ignored. How 
can die public have any confi- 
dence that Mr. Cruickshank has 
got it right?" he asked. 

Perhaps surprisingly. B.T. has 
backed Mr. Cruickshank 's new 
attempt to solve the problem of 
surging demand for telephone 
numbers. Mr. Cruickshank also 
drew praise from the Telecom- 
munications Managers Associa- 
tion, a professional consumer 
group, which said the old sys- 
tem had lacked logic and struc- 
ture. 

A range of numbers with the 
prefix 05 will be reserved for 
corporate use, so companies can 
move around the country with- 
out changing numbers — or just 
keep one number for all sites. 

Mobile, paging and personal 
numbers are set to take the pre- 
fix 07 by 2001, special freep- 
hone and local rate services will 
have the prefix 08 and premium 
rate numbers will adopt 090 by 
1999. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Cruick- 
chank voiced uncertainty about 
long-term future use, musing: 
“If you star-gaze way into the 
next century I have a sneaking 
suspicion E-mail and voice 
recognition may well replace 
numbers." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold ■rwS Kik» Aragon 


Unscramble mesa tour Jumbles, 
one letter to eacti square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


c 

BA 

DIE 





□ 

_ 

□ 

□ 


MHfallMlWl 


DOLDY 


r y ■> 



GLANJ 

IE 


□ 

□ 

L 

G 


□ 



MIRSUQ 


i 

■ 

■ 

■ 



WHAT MOM PIP 
WHEN H£ PLAYEP 
WITH MATCHES. 

>■■11. i 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


vesteitlay’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles*. LLAMA TULIP BLOUSE SHAKEN 
Answer Whai Si Nick enjoys on Cbnstmas Eve - 
A SANTA.. PAUSE 


European stocks 
and dollar soar 


LONDON 00 — Euro- 
pean stock markets shot 
to record highs Wednes- 
day, unleashed by U.S. 
Federal Reserve Chair- 
man Alan Greenspan - — 
the man who only last 
month wiped billions off 
share values by warning 
of “irrational exuber- 
ance”. 

The dollar also took 
heart from Mr. 
Greenspan’s upbeat 
report on the U.S. econo- 
my on Tuesday, surging 
to levels against the yen 
and mark not seen for 
several years. 

But gold, so often the 
market Cinderella, tum- 
bled below $350 an 
ounce for the first time 
since late 1993. 

For most markets, what 
Mr. Greenspan did not 
say in his testimony to 
the U.S. Senate Tuesday 
was as important as what 
he did say. December’s 
warning to investors was 
conspicuously absent 
“Greenspan's speech 
seems to have been taken 
very well and he didn’t 
take the chance to knock 
Wall Street down to 
earth ” said one London 
dealer. 

Investors had feared 
that Mr. Greenspan 
would repeat his warning 
that world markets were 
overheating, which sent 
stock markets reeling 
across the globe last 
month. 

Since then investors 
have regained their 
courage and the Dow 
Jones industrial average 
has risen about 400 
ints. But this time Mr. 
reenspan, the epitome 
of the prudent central 
banker, described the 
stock markets’ perfor- 
mance only as breathtak- 
ing. 

. That was all the mar- 
kets needed. The Dow 
closed up 40.03 points at 
a record 6,883.90 on 
Tuesday and European 
markets followed suit on 
Wednesday. 

All leading European 
markets moved into 
record territory. 

In London, the FTSE 
100 index was up 27.8 
points at 4,223.3, just off 
a record high set earlier 
in the rooming. Decem- 
ber British retail sales 
data were weaker than 
expected, but that 
reduced pressure for an 
interest rate rise, dealers 
said. 

But Mr. Greenspan was 
the talk of the market. 
“The main point is that 
he seemed by no means 
as concerned about infla- 
tion as many people 
thought he would be,” 
said the head of sales at a 
major British investment 


61 


bank. 

“Greenspan's speech 
suggests tne chances of a 
near-term U.S. rate rise 
have receded, although 
you can’t say they’ve 
entirely disappeared,” he 
said. 

Dealers said the FTSE 
was likely to pause after 
the moming*s ascent, 
although it could go 
higher still if Wall Street 
continued to advance. 
Some said the Dow 
could conquer the 7,000- 
point level. 

In Frankfurt, Wall 
Street and the buoyant 
dollar, which helps Ger- 
man exporters, pushed 
the Dax index up two per 
cent to a record high 
before easing slightly. 
By midday it was 'up 
52.43 at 3,029.14 on 
hopes of stronger earn- 
ings from German com- 
panies. 

Paris told a similar 
story with the C AC-40 
up more than 1.5 per 
cenL At 1145 GMT it 
was 37 points higher at 
2,447. 

The dollar stormed 
through 1.64 marks to a 
31 -month high and flirt- 
ed with 1 19 yen, a level 
last seen 46 months ago. 

Mr. Greenspan gave the 
impetus, with investors 
noting his comment that 
tight U.S. labour markets 
had not stoked inflation. 
At midmoming it was at 
1.6409 marks and 
118.85. 

Outside the U.S., an 
Italian interest rate cut 
and a weak German busi- 
ness climate survey on 
Tuesday buoyed the dol- 
lar as they pointed to 
lower rates m Europe, 
analysts said. “It’s all 
coming together. People 
have set in their minds 
clear targets of the mid- 
1.60s against the 
mark.. .and 120 to 125 
against the yen” said 
Stephen Hannah, direc- 
tor of research at IBJ 
International in London. 

Gold was the odd mar- 
ket out, slipping below 
$350 an ounce for the 
first time since October 
1993 to $349.70 from 
$353.65 at Tuesday’s 
London close. 

“People have been try- 
ing to force it lower tins 
morning. It’s looking 
very dodgy,” one Lon- 
don-based dealer said. 

Bullion has been slid- 
ing steadily since a high 
of $417 fast February, 
with investors ignoring 
gold in favour of the 
surging stock markets. 
The decline has gathered 
steam this month amid 
fears of central bank 
sales. 
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Netanyahu reportedly inviting 
world’s top businessmen to Isr; 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Mov- 
ing to capitalise on new 
optimism over prospects for 
Mideast peace. Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
plans to invite some of the 
world's top businessmen to 
visit Israel this year, it was 
reported Tuesday. 

Those on the guest list 
include Microsoft President 
Bill Gates, billionaire 
financier George Soros and 
the chief executives of such 
corporate giants as Itochu 
of Japan, Volkswagen, 
Siemens, Lyonnaise des 
Eaux and General Motors, 
the English-language Jeru- 


salem Post reported quoting 
government sour-ces. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s spokes- 
men were not immediately 
available to comment on 
the report. 

But government and busi- 
ness officials have been 
buoyant over the prospects 
for drawing new foreign 
investment to Israel since 
agreement was finally 
reached last week on 
resuming the extension of 
Palestinian self-rule on the 
West Bank. 

In the first breakthrough 
of the peace process since 
Mr. Netanyahu’s right-wing 


government came to power 
in June, Israeli troops with- 
drew from most of Hebron 
on Friday, yielding self-rule 
to the lasr West Bank city- 
under military occupation. 

Foreign investors, who 
control 10 per cent of 
stocks on the Tel Aviv- 
exchange, had srayed on the 
sidelines since early this 
year because of rising polit- 
ical tensions due to the near 
collapse of Israeli-Palestin- 
ian peace negotiations. 

But as the Hebron deal 
neared last week, investors 
plunged back into the mar- 
ket and Mr. Netanyahu 


clearly hopes ro capitalise 
on the situation. 

The prime minister is 
already stated to meet with 
Mr. Gates at Ehi.s year’s 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos. Switzerland, next 
month. 

He has also held a lu-ry 
of media interviews hailing 
the resumption of ihe peace 
process, ire lading 17 inter- 
views during one 24 -hour 
period Thui>djy and Friday 
with newspapers and televi- 
sions from as far afield os 
Colombia and South Korea. 
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OF 
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JD 
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PA ICt. 

ilAM'E 

261.000 205.000 

-1RAB BANK 

14.0 

1.37 

4 

100 

25645 

56.50 

256.2? 


3.660 

2.900 

■TANK OF JORDAN 

11.5 

0.00 

1 

300 

954 

3.10 

2 a 1 ? 


1.210 

.880 

;:iD . EAST XNV.BK- 

76.2 

0.00 

18 
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1559." 

1.16 

1.1A 
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5.97 

12 
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2.20 

•>.33 

. U 

5.250 
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12 -t 
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4 
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ii?: 

4.6B 

4.68 


2 .950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

19.5 

0.00 

6 
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1.090 

-eao 
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iQias 
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- 

3.800 
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JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 
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11.3 

7.36 

8 
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1.62 

1.63 
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6.950 

6.000 

"IICLS. OWNERS FED. 

11.1 

5.56 
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1O0 

630 

6.00 

6.30 


2.800 

2.090 

KIPPING LINES 
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B. 00 
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"ATL. PORTFOLIO 
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395 

1.21 
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2675 

9445 

2 . 55 



1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

5 

15400 

16734 

1.05 

. . 5? 


2.250 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.2 

4.69 

10 

3250 

69 ii 

2.14 


.01- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 111.36 ZCHG: 

+0.06 

37 

30353 

43117 




3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.4 

2.94 

17 

39463 

. 134060 

3.36 

3.40 

.j. * 

6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.9 

3.39 

8 

6482 

28207 

5.54 

S.9C 

.2 + 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFIRAM 

10.1 

8.02 

14 

3406 

33934 

Q.QJ 


.C.t 

3.630 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMK.AGR. 

35.0 

0.00 

1 

50 

130 

2.61 

2.60 

ik - 

4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

20.4 

5.38 

19 

4449 

15351 

3.65 

3.72 


2.550 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRI 

13.6 

6.76 

2 

278 

617 

2.20 


. •• • + 

+ 2.160 

1.380 

WIA INDUSTRIES 

P . 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1350 

1.33 

:.35 

i- 

7.350 

4.250 

OAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13.4 

4.10 

7 ■ 

2000 

9801 

4.95 

4.8-. 

■ ■■ 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALOK.IND. 

9.0 

8.31 

2 

650 

2347 

3.61 

j . 6- 

- 

.960 

.450 

i-lVESTOOK 6 POULTRY 


0.00 

8 

8750 

5425 

.62 

.62 

“ 

1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER COKV-TRD. 

8.2 

8.56 

3 

BOO 

968 

1.21 

1.21 

- 

1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL IKDS. 

9.9 

8.96 

6 

4250 

2900 

.68 

.67 

-Vi- 

1.580 

.930 

INTERHED . PEIRO . CHEM- 

g 

0.00 

1 

500 

565 



" 

3.250 

2.280. 


69.8 

0.00 

-a . 

93 

246 

2. 75 

2-64 

.14- 

1.240 

.670 'l'-30R. SOLFHO-CHBH 


0.00 

2 

500 

410 

.62 

.92 

- 

1.700 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 

27.5 

0.00 

. 12 

3250 

4735 

1.45 

1.47 

.02+ 

3.170 

1.440 

UNIV. HOON.INDS. 

5.2 

11.70 

1 

100 

n: 

* • 1 * 

1.71 

.ni- 

1.390 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE OO. 

25.8 

0.00 

17 

7950 

7478 

.95 

.95 

- 

1.380 

1.080 

INTI.. TOBACCO 

30.6 

0.00 

6 

5300 

68S7 

1.30 

1.30 


1.580 

.930 

UNION CH. G VtG. 

25.6 

0.00 

21 

14800 

1S3S2 

1.03 

1.04 

.01+ 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 117 

08 ZCHG: 

+0.67 

ISO 

104071 

281966 




GRAM) TOTAL 

INDEX: 154.00 ICHG: 

+0.26 

26S 

175872 

42459S 






PARALLEL 
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.740 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

20.5 

0.00 

2 

1150 

SB -1 

.50 

• j! 

.01+ 

.800 

-500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.4 

0.00 

26 

61300 

33192 

.54 

,"i! 

- 

.890 

.700 

DN10M INV. 50* 

68.9 

0.00 

8 

6500 

1430 

.72 

a 1 . 


.950 

.370 

ARAB FIN . INVEST - 

9 

0-00 

12 

13200 

5963 

.46 

. •; 

, 2 - 

N 38.700 

35.100 

-’OR TOURIST TRANS. CO 

2.4 

2.77 

1 

200 

7220 

.-3.00 

r . . .* 

; . i- 

N .950 

.670 

■L-DAWLIYAH 75* 

15.4 

0.00 


500 

215 

.63 

■. 

- 

-640 

.300 

JOR. USDS .MATCH- JKKCO 

9 

0.00 

A 

16300 

4890 

,:c 


- 

.800 

.510 

ARAB FOOD 6 MED- 

E 

0.00 

14 

14300 

90S? 

- 83 

. t . 

- 

1.720 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

•1 

2000 

2765 

1.40 


.02- 

.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL-INV.TRD. 

g 

0.00 

17 

26000 

12480 

.48 

. 

- 

.870 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 


0.00 

6 

45C0 

1433 

.55 

v; 

.'■1- 

.930 

.400 

SAIL . HOLT . EOT . NAHICO 

B 

0.00 

18 

37597 

18013 

.51 

. ‘.t< 

."1- 

.740 

.430 

CAYZAX DIES fc MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

2 

2000 

1020 

.49 

. ^ 

. 2+ 

.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

3 

2425 

1840 

.76 


- 

.760 

.620 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

2 

3000 

1140 

.63 

. b.l 

- 

1.330 

1.020 

TCI OH TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

2 CO 

1.04 

l.Os 

.01+ 

.770 

.570 

RAEI PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

a 

8350 

2247 

.82 

.62 


.770 

.390 

nros. eng. 

27.7 

0.00 

19 

48750 

21938 

.45 

.45 


1.280 

.760 

-NDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

6 

1750 

143 j 

.81 

.82 

.U1 + 

.820 

.590 

ATL- POULTRY 

S 

0.00 

13 

10150 

8044 

.78 

.79 


.950 

.530 

IHD.EA3T COMPLEX 

7.7 

0.00 

16 

32600 

2i r ,ni 

.67 

• S6 

.7.1- 

GRAND TOTAL 




187 

293822 

158422 

hM 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor; 
220 sqjri. 

- 3 bedrooms in A1 RabEa 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcjoun Real Estate [ 

Tel : 810605- 810609 
Fax: 810520 


SniMOSAIG 

riuamuai UHUilj| m 

1 Hour Service 

Develop your* colour fflm at 
our ibop and §et> 

* JUMBO p*»te 


■(If VI >1 kVU'LS 


-viMMTNwi..si'.!mn:s 

iii'MNn systu;^ 




FORRENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TK1. : 699369 
I \ \ : 704414 



R. eAta*+K a*g£ 

Tepponyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 



For details please oalt 

sk mm 


TO flDUERTlSE IN 
THIS SECTION COLL 
667171/6 -.678141/4 
Ext. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE 

Tfrr .‘fco/ Usic 

&t£me:peZfi. 
il'e&rw \ nay Led ttLSafa 


\\ 


r i 



Tiyxivmy £ 

STUFFED PIZZA ' 

.n Tern iOtcKoSlylat _ . 

.> PAN PIZZA ^8l|| 

(Thin crTrwk Crop; 

^ ITALIAN SANDWICHES 

" 

ft 




Ha Moee Ttnx* XHrUab) bflmcc 

as* 

JTel. 688471 Ext. 32 
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Sports 


Australian Open 

Sampras sets up clash against Muster 



Hingis and Fernandez reach 
Open semifinals 


MELBOURNE (AFP\ — 
Pele Sampras fended off a 
plucky challenge from 
Spaniard Albert "Costa to 
set up an intriguing semi- 
final with Austrian 
warhorse Thomas Muster 
at the Australian Open 
tennis here late 
Wednesday. 

The World No. I was 
taken to five sets before 
subduing the persistent 
1 0th seeded Costa. 6-3. 6- 
7 f 5/7). 6-1. 3-6, 6-2 in 
two hours 52 minutes of 
riveting rennis to reach the 
semi- finals here for the 
fourth time in seven 
attempts. 

Sampras was greatly » 
impressed with the 21- 
year-old from Barcelona 
saying he had one of the 
best backhands he had 
ever played against. 

“1 was’ stunned by a cou- 
ple of his volleys, he was 
fast and his racquet con- 
trol was unbelieveable, 1 
was amazed at some of the 
shots he was pulling off. it 
was phenomenal.” said 
Sampras. 

‘“He'll be top 10 by the 
end of the year.” 

Earlier. Muster blasted 
World No. 3 Ivanisevic off 4 
the court in just 102 min- 
utes to reach his second 
Australian Open semi- 
final. 

Muster, seeded five 
here, deflated Ivanisevic's 
lethal service, reducing its 
effectiveness to a lamenta- 
ble 39 per cent of first 
senes on the way to 
securing a 6-4. 6-2! 6-3 
win. 

Sampras said his semi- 
final with Muster on 
Friday will be a war. 

“I know Thomas enough 
to know what he's going 
to try to do.” he said. “I 
know what to expect and 
he knows what to expect. 



MISSING 



A maid called EKsadomandabat 
who works for its employer 
has been missing since 
January 2.1997 and has not 
appeared yet. Those who have 
onv information about her shall 
contact the nearest police 
station and who conceals any 
information will be posted 
responsible before the law. 



World number one'Pete Sampras of the ILS. returns a backhand volley against Albert 
Costa of Spain during their quarter-final match at the Australian Open. Sampras 
won in five sets 6-3 6-7 6-1 3-6 6-2 (Reuters photo) 


He's playing at a very 
high level and to beat 
Goran indoors and in 
straight sets and he also 
beat Jim Courier." 

It was Sampras' terrific 
serve that got him home 
against the persistent 
Costa. 

Sampras was only bro- 
ken once in the match in 


the fourth set when Costa 
got the packed centre 
court behind him when he 
broke to lead 5-3 and then 
served it out to take the 
match into a fifth set. 

Sampras served 23 aces, 
but Costa troubled him 
with marvellous winners 
off both the forehand and 
bac khund . 


"He served unbeliev- 
able,” said Costa. “I 
played under pressure 
because he was serving 
20-odd aces and I was 
always thinking how was I 
going to break him.” 
Costa won 21 points on 
his forehand and 14 on his 
backhand, while Sampras 
won the battle of the net. 


Sampras hit 23-5 volley 
winners and was outstand- 
ing with the overheads 
picking up five points. 

Muster revealed after- 
ward his game that he had 
devised a way of beating 
Ivanisevic through the 
help of a computer. 

“It was my coach's 
(Ronald Leitgeb; idea and 
we have just started with it 
this year,” Muster told his 
press conference. 

“Since we are using 
technology with racquets, 
we’re taking advantage of 
so many things in tennis I 
think statistics are very 
important and it can help 
yob. but it's never going 
to do the work for you on 
court. 

“I think it’s a good thing 
because everybody has a 
certain type of play that 
they like and computers 
can help you figure out 
matches and what players 
usually do and how they 
play” 

It was a brilliant perfor- 
mance by Muster, and an 
albeit wretched one by 
Ivanisevic. 

“He was a bit tired and 
he had to take his chances 
on the second serve and he 
had to rush and that’s 
where my chances were.” 
said Muster of 
livanisevic's ■ disintegra- 
tion. 

“His first serve percent- 
age dropped and the more 
second serves he had to 
play the more chances I 

had to. move him .around, 

and I knew the langstjhe . 
match lasted the more I 
would participate in the 
game.” 

Muster has emerged as a 
definite title chance on his 
improving form. . On 
Monday night Muster 
snuffed out two-time win- 
ner and Ilth seed Jim 
Courier in four sets and 
took just three sets to wipe 
out Ivanisevic. 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — Swiss teenager 
Martina Hingis was one match away from 
her first Grand Slam final Wednesday after 
setting up a semifinal with a veteran who 
has lost three finals. 

The 1 6-year-old fourth seed brushed aside 
Romanian Irina Spirlea 7-5. 6-2 in a 70- 
minute quarter-final encounter on a centre 
court, sheltered from chilly rain by its 
retractable roof. 

Earlier the hushed crowd watched the 
dream run of gallant Dominique Van Roost 
collapse in tears and pain as the unseeded 
Belgian retired from her quarter-final in 
agony with a pulled stomach muscle. 

She quit after an hour as American 14th 
seed Mary Joe Fernandez was leading 7- 
5,4-0. 

“1 was feeling so much pain ... 1 hate to 
stop but it was just too much hurting for me 
today,” said a pale Van Roost, who has been 
fighting the abdominal muscle problem for 
a week. 

Hingis became the first Swiss woman to 
reach the Australian Open semifinals and is 
bidding =to become the youngest Grand 
Slam singles champion in the open era 
which started in 1968). 

Monica Seles won the 1990 French Open 
at 16 years and six months, while Hingis is 
almost 16 years and four months. 

The 25-year-old Fernandez was herself a 
teenage tennis sensation reaching her first 
Grand Slam semifinal when she was 1 7. 

Between 1989 and 1993 Fernandez lost 
two Australian finals and one French final 
and played in five semifinals. 

Asked if having been in the last two 
rounds of the Australian Open before would 
give her an edge, Fernandez said: 
“Hopefully a little bit.” 

“Whenever you have been there before it 
gives you a little more confidence, she said. 

“1 lost to Hingis last week so it is going to 
be tough for me.” she added. 


In her quarter-final, the Swiss player 
came back strong after early problems fol- 
lowing a fall from a horse while riding 
Tuesday. 

“It was pretty funny actually, it wasn't a 
bad fall, 1 just fell over the head of the horse 
and I made a roll, I did gymnastics when I 
was younger,” Hingis told the media. 

Spirlea broke Hingis early in the first set 
and the Swiss girl trailed 3-2 before she 
broke back. 

She recovered to claim the opening set in 
43 minutes when she had Spirlea 5-6 and 
1 5-40 down on service. 

Eighth-seeded Spirlea broke Hingis in the 
first service game of the second set but was 
broken in the fourth game. Two further ser- 
vice breaks helped give Hingis the match. 

“There’s still so many good players 
around, especially in the semi-finals. I don't 
think that just anybody can win a Grand 
Slam, it always must be a champion.” said 
Hingis. 

South African Amanda Coetzer and Mary 
Pierce of France will play in the other semi- 
final. 

Van roost's previous best Grand Slam per- 
formance was to reach the fourth round in 
the 1992 Australian Open when she was 
Dominique Monami. 

She reached the last eight this time after 
toppling Spanish second-seed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and 15th seeded American 
Chanda Rubin. 

The gallant 23-year-old won the second 
and final set of her match with Rubin 
despite a painful back muscle injury. 

In her first quarter-final. Van Roost scored 
with hard deep shots on both sides, but 
Fernandez broke through in the 1 1th game. 

The muscle injury bit in the second set 
and Van Roost only managed four games 
before she slumped in a court-side chair. 


Matthaeus/Klinsmann dispute 
I divides Bayern 

MUNICH (AFP) — The war of words between Bayern Munich's star striker Jurgen 
Klinsmann and team captain Lothar Matthaeus has effecred the morale of the entire 
club, veteran defender Thomas Helmer told the local press here Wednesday. 

“It’s weighs heavily on the whole team ” Helmer told daily newspaper “Bild 
. tnjajftng i&,P9t ; gp_iug jp..i$solve the Maithaeus/KIiijsmann problem,” he added. 

The dispute tetween the two players erupted last year when Matthaeus. the former 
captain of the national side, accused Klinsmann of having convinced German coach 
Beni Vogts to drop him for Euro 96. 

The defender launched a further attack on December 19 when he said Klinsmann 
should quit the team because “only players who are happy add something at the high- 
est levels." 

Helmer went so far as to say that currenr coach Giovanni Trapattoni could also be 
driven to retirement. 

“He has placed himself under enormous pressure," said Helmer. 

“It’s for that reason that I wouldn’t exclude the possibility of him saying Tm split- 
ting,* in the case that we fail to win the championship— he added. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
WITH A LEADING NGO 

Position: 

Manager of Ceramics Factory 

Qualifications: 

1 . University degree in Business 
Administration/Industrial Engineering or 
related field. 

2. Minimum five years management experi- 
ence, preferably in a private sector factory. 

3. Ability to develop, implement, monitor, and 
evaluate a strategic plan to revitalise a 
ceramics factory with emphasis on product 
quality, marketability, and competitiveness. 

4. Ability to establish targets and achieve 

results. I 

5. Strong interpersonal skills; ability to moti- 
vate people and work in a team. 

6. Computer skills desirable. 

7. Fluency in English. 

Attractive salary and benefits package avail- 
able. Applications must be received no later 
than February 1, 1997, and directed to: 

The Executive Director, 

P.O. Box 5118, 

Amman - 11183, Jordan. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
WITH A LEADING NGO 

Position: 

Junior Sales Promoter/Marketing 
Specialist 

Qualifications: 

1. University degree in a business-related 
field. 

2. Proven experience and success in 
domestic product promotion/sales. Regional 
sales experience highly desirable. 

3. Ability to assist in the development and 
implementation of a market driven promo- 
tion strategy. 

4. Strong interpersonal skills, professional 
presentation, and the ability to work in a 
team. 

5. Computer skills desirable. 

6. Fluency in English. 

Attractive salary and benefits package avail- 
able. Applications must be received no later 
than February 1 , 1 997, and directed to: 

The Executive Director, 

P.O. Box 5118, 

Amman - 11183, Jordan. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
WITH A LEADING NGO 

Position: 

Senior Export Promoter/Marketing 
Specialist 

Qualifications: 

1. University degree in Marketing/Advertising 
or other business-related field. Masters 
degree is highly desirable. 

2. Proven experience and success in inter- 
national and domestic product promotion. 

3. Experience in developing, implementing, 
monitoring and evaluating a marketing plan 
which emphasises a market driven approach 
to product design, production and distribu- 
tion. 

41 Strong interpersonal skills and the ability j 
to work in a team. 

5. ’ Computer skills desirable. 

6. Fluency in English. 

Attractive salary and benefits package avail- 
able. Applications must be received no later 
than February 1 , 1 997, and directed to: 

The Executive Director, 

P.O. Box 5118, 

Amman - 11183, Jordan, 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
WITH A LEADING NGO 

Position: 

Director of Income Generating 
Activities 

Qualifications: 

1. University degree in Business 
Administration/Finance or other business- 
related field. 

2. Minimum five years managerial experi- 
ence, preferably in a private sector factory. 

3. Experience in developing, implementing, 

monitoring and evaluating projects which 
emphasise international and domestic prod- 
uct marketing, competitiveness and nrof- 
itability. H 

4. Strong interpersonal skills which foster 
positive building practices. 

5T Computer skills desirable. 

6. Ruency in English. 

fhi*T eSalary and benefits Package avail- 

“ f o p h pll ® ns must be received no later 
’han February 1 , 1 997, and directed tQ . 

The Executive Director 
P.O. Box 5118, 

Amman - 11133, Jordan. 


/ ’ CINEMA TEL:634144 

PHILADELPHIA “1” 


Steve Martin in 

SGT. BILKO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


V 


CINEMA 

* PHILADELPHIA 




TEL:634144 
s< 2 s * 


X 


CINEMA 


, A Rob Cohen film 
i Sylvester Stallone ... in 

; Daylight 

> 

jShows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

i 




PLHZfl 


Mahmoud Abdul Aziz. ..in 

The Gentleman 

(Arabic) 


TEL699238~ CINEMA TFL:677420 

CONCORD 



CONCORD “T- 
Arnoid Schwarzenegger.Jn 

ok ERASER 

8:30 ’ 10:30 
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CONCORD “2” 

■ Coming Soon... "Custom made 

Shows: 12:00. 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:3oJ^ 9 saMrica| ^ ^ 


Nabil & Hishatr 

TEL: 625 

Ramadan j 
by Nabil & 

starting Jj 

Wed., Thurs 

For reservation! 
^ 640155,6 





■Friday, January 
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Jordan scores 51 points 
as Bulls beat Knicks 

Rockets, Hawks, Mavs lose 
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Norway ‘s Atle Skaardal is on his way to clock the fastest time in the practice for 
the upcoming World Cup downhill races in KizbueheL Skaardal clocked a time of 
1:55,78 minutes and was fastest ahead of Luc Alphand of F ran ce and Austria s Fritz 
Strobl (Reuters photo; 

Compagnoni chases 1st Italian win 


CORTINA D’AMPEZZO. 
Italy (R) — The next four 
days could end a decade-long 
wait for Deborah 
Compagnoni winner of two 
women’s giant slaloms in 
Germany last week. 

Since her first appearance 
on the Alpine skiing world 
cup circuit as a teenager in 
19S7, the former super-giant 
Olympic gold medallist and 
reigning Olympic and world 
giant slalom champion has 
never won in her native Italy. 

But, free from the many 
injuries that have plagued her 
for years, recent form sug- 
gests the time has come. 

Cortina, the winter play- 
ground of the rich and 
famous in Italy, first hosts a 
downhill on the Olimpia 
Delle Tofane Piste on 
Thursday followed by a 
super-giant slalom on Friday 
and two giants at the week- 
end. 

Thai should give the 26- 
year-old from Santa Caterina 
Valfiirva, who leads the giant 
slalom World Cup standings 
on 360 points ahead of 
Austrian Anita Wachter on 
320 after five races, at least 
three excellent chances. 


The resort has already had 
plenty of sporting success to 
cheer about this season as the 
home town of men’s down- 
hill star Kristian Ghedina, 
winner of three world cup 
races, and a Compagnoni win 
would be the icing on the 
cake. 

“I'm really hoping to win 
there,” Compagnoni said at 
the weekend of Cortina, 
where she finished second in 
a giant in 1994 after a third 
place in a giant the previous 
year. 

*T have never won in Italy 
before and it would be beau- 
tiful to break the ice before 
Sestriere.” 

The World Championships 
start in the Italian reseat of 
Sestriere on February 2 and, 
with a . struggling Alberto 
Tomba largely absent from 
the pistes so far this season, 
compagnoni and Ghedina 
have been keeping the hosts' 
hopes high. 

“Deborah, perfection 
exists." declared an ecstatic 
headline in the. Gazzetta 
Delta Sport at the weekend. 

Her name will not figurein 
Thursday’s downhill, a race 
sure to renew the battle 


' LIVE-IN EXPERIENCED ^ 
MAID WANTED, 

FOR FOREIGN FAMILY. 

CALL: 079-45757 

^ ^ 

Mini Morris, Sky Blue Model 1982, I 
Foreign mission use, excellent condition. I 
For more information call 63j5147__| 

International Traders 

Presents 

Jose Carreras 

In a Live Performance at the 
Beirut Hall in Lebanon 
February 14th- 16th, 1997 

For details, please contact Maro at 607014 


between the overall World 
Cup leader Pemilla Wiberg 
of Sweden and Germany's 
Karja Seizinger. 

The Swedk still chasing 
the first downhill win of her 
career, goes into the four 
races with a 328 point lead 
over the defending overall 
champion who prefers the 
speed events and should nar- 
row the gap between the two. 

Wiberg has won two super- 
Gs and two slaloms so far 
this season as well as finish- 
ing third in a giant — her best 
result in the discipline since 
1993 — and can also put up a 
good fight in downhill with a 
[second place here last year. 

1 Germany's Hilde Geig, 
second in a downhill in 
Austria earlier in the month 
after winning a Super-G at 
VaJ D’isere in December, will 
also be. looking for a first 
dowrihiil win. 

The weather in Cortina 
could be a big factor in die 
race with Tuesday’s downhill 
training postponed and then 
abandoned; as snow-and-tben 
heavy .fog .made. ..any .runs 
impossible.. The forecast for 
Thursday is more encourag- 
ing however. 

Two training runs were due 
on Wednesday. 

The programme originally 
envisaged three races but a 
second giant slalom, which 
could not be held in the 
French resort of Morzine in 
December due to soft snow, 
was added. 


CHICAGO (R) — Michael 
Jordan scored an NBA sea- 
son-high 51 points, includ- 
ing two clutch jumpers^ n 
the final 67 seconds, as the 
Chicago Bulls continued 
their decade-long domi- 
nance of the New York 
Knicks with an 88-87 vic- 
tory on Tuesday. 

Jordan shot 18-of-30 
from the field as he had his 
second 50-point game of 
the season and 36th of his 
career. . 

Playing without starters 
Dennis Rodman and Ron 
Harper, the Bulls bounced 
back from Sunday’s 16- 
point loss ar Houston and 
turned away the Knicks in 
the first meeting between 
the teams this season. 

“This was like a playoff 
game," Jordan said. “It was 
a playoff atmosphere and 
we expected it We were 
able to hold them off down 
the stretch, minus our big 
rebounder. I thought the 
guys did a heck of a job.” 

Patrick Ewing had 19 
points and 14 rebounds for 
the Knicks. 

In Charlotte, Gleu Rice 
scored a season-high 42 
points, leading ^ the 
Charlotte Hornets to just 
their third victory ever over 
the Houston Rockets, 114- 
108. 

Rice, who added eight 
rebounds, has led the 
Hornets in scoring in 13 
straight games. The 
Hornets have won five of 
their last six games but 
defeated the rockets for just 
the third time in 20 meet- 
ings. 

“It was a physical game 
tonight and we wanted to 
be w aggressive' tonighL” 
Rice said. 

Dell Curry added 23 
points off the bench and 
Anthony Mason recorded 
19 points and nine 
rebounds as the Hornets 
shot 50 per cent (3S-for-76) 
from the field. 

Clyde Drexler scored 39 
points and Hakeem 
Olajuwon 26. 

At the Warriors, Latrell 


Two Furnished Flats For Rent 

3 & 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
private entrance, all services available. 
Fabulous location on the 4th Circle, 
opposite Prime Ministry. 

To view call 777916 or 674935 

WANTED 

An lr.;ernational Company is seeking to appoint 
an Electrical Engineer with an extensive 
professional experience, preferably in 
installations, of not less than five years. English 
command is a must 

Qualified candidates are invited to send their 
CVs detailing experience, certificates, along with 
references and contact address to: 

P.O. Box 962031, 
Amman-11196, Jordan. 


INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS 

DBA/ANALYST Ref.No.DPD/49/97 installation, product troubleshooting and technical 

documentation. 

Qualification must indude significant work experience in: 


Installation, upgrade and maintenance of corporate Grade 
database systems. 

Handling day-to-day database ' activities including 
performance, monitoring and tuning. Table design and 
creation to support new business applications. 

Logical and physical modeling and architecture 

Oracle' security administration, backup and recovery 
procedure and performance tuning, Unix & windows 
experience. 

As a DBA/Anafyst, candidate will be responsible to provide 
technical, support to project management and product 
Metope rs. ' And will also be responsible for proposal 
development, database design, and administration, software 


PROGRAMMER/AMALYST Ref.No.DPD/5Q/97 

Qualification must include significant work experience in: 

Application development using Oracle tools C programming 
and Unix Shell scripts building and fine tuning Oracle tables & 
coding data base utilities, 

Ability to perform DBA functions. 

As a programmer/Analyst, candidate will be responsible to 
provide software support and user training, analysis of user 
requirements, preparation of specifications, design, develop, 
test, implement & document business applications in 
OracleAJnix (HP-UX) environment using Oracle tools 
(developer 2000, forms reports, PL/SQL ETC.) 


Attractive remuneration packages will be offered. Age should be between 30 to 40 years. 

Applications (with copies of education and experience certificates)_sftould reach the administration & personnel, department of 
Dubai Electricity & .Water Authority, P.O. Box 564, Dubai, Fax 348111 should be forwarded/faxed within ten days of this 
advertisement. A recent passport size photograph and a photocopy of the passport- should be attached. Telephone contact 
fax no. and. cable address, if any, should be furnished. 



Michael Jordan 

Sprewell scored 16 of his 
46 points in the fourth 
quarter as the Golden State 
Warriors defeated the 
Dallas Mavericks. 105-93. 

“I’ve seen a lot of guys 
score points, but he seemed 
to do the little things that 
we needed in order to hold 
on to this game,’’ said 
Warriors coach Rick 
Adelman, abour Sprewell. 

Joe Smith, had 21 points 
and Mullin added IS for 
Golden State, which 
improved to 9-10 at home. 


In Miami, Tim Hardaway 
had 24 points and 1 1 assists 
and made two clutch three- 
pointers in the final two 
minutes as the Miami Heat 
snapped the 10-game win- 
ning streak of the Atlanta 
Hawks with a 94-9 1 victo- 
ry- 

The Hawks entered the 
fourth quarter trailing 74- 
65. but closed to 88-86 
with 2:21 remaining on a 
jumper by Steve Smith, 
who scored 22 points. 
Hardaway responded with 


a three-pointer with 1:56 
left, boosting Miami’s lead 
to five points. Hardaway 
hit another three-pointer 
with 1:04 to go, giving the 
Heat a 94-88 advantage. 

In Milwaukee. Rik Smits 
scored a season-high 25 
points and grabbed nine 
rebounds and the Indiana 
Pacers withstood poor foul 
shouting down the stretch 
to defeat the Milwaukee 
Bucks, 92-89. 

Derrick Me Key and 
Reggie Miller had 14 
points apiece for the 
Pacers. 

Glenn Robinson scored 
29 points and Vin Baker 
had 22 and 14 rebounds for 
the Bucks, who failed to hit 
the rim on three attempts to 
either tie the game or take 
the lead in the final 3.2 sec- 
onds. 

In Orlando. Rony Seikaiy 
scored 26 poinLs and had a 
pair of key blocked shots in 
the final seconds as the 
Orlando Magic won for the 
fifth rime in their last six 
games with a 93-88 victory 
over the Washington 
Bullets. 

Penny Hardaway had 19 
points and Derek Strong 
added 13 and nine 
rebounds for the Magic. 

Rod Strickland scored 23 
points and Juwan Howard 
added 20 for the Bullets, 
who have dropped two 
straight and five of their 


last si.\ games. 

In Portland. Cliff 
Robinson scored 10 his 
23 points in the third quar- 
ter and Kenn\ Anderson 
added 15 points and 12 
assists, leading the Portland 
Trail Blazers to a 100-82 
victory 1 over the slumping 
Los Angeles Clippers. 

Arvydas Sabonis had 17 
points and Gan Trent con- 
tributed 13 for Portland, 
which has won nine of its 
last 1 1 games. 

*We played from ahead 
for a change and dial was 
good against this team." 
Portland couch P.J. 
Carlesimo said. “You don't 
want to get them into a 
position where they start 
getting confidence.” 

In Toronto. Walt 
Williams scored 20 of his 
32 points in the first half 
and fuelled a 9-0 run that 
closed the third quarter and 
propelled the Toronto 
Raptors to a I IN- 1 do victo- 
ry over the Minnesota 
Timbenvolves. 

Carlos Roger.-* scored 24 
points and rookie Marcus 
Cam by added 23 for the 
Raptors. 

The Raptors got 1 2 points 
and 17 assists from Damon 
Stoudamire and 17 points 
from Doug Christie. 


NBA RESULTS 

Toronto 118 Minnesota 106 

Charlotte 114 Houston 108 

Miami 94 Atlanta 91 

Orlando 93 Washington .88- 

Chicago 88 New York . "... 87 ' 

Indiana 92 ’ Milwaukee 

Portland 1 00 LA Clippers 82 

Golden State 105 Dallas 93 
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Ttlkfi 3. fresh look at our new Alia Business Class 
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U.S. says it is time to 
give Netanyahu credit 


TEL AVIV f Agencies I — The U.S. ambas- 
sador to Israel said on Tuesday it was time to 
"suspend disbelief and give Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu credit for 
committing his government to peace with 
the Arabs. 

But Ambassador Martin Indyk voiced con- 
cern that the United S laics had become a 
crutch to Israelis and Palestinians in peace 
talks dial Iasi week climaxed in a self-rule 
deal for ihe volatile West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

"It is lime to suspend disbelief and to cred- 
it the piime minister with the courage that 
lie has demonstrated in making this agree- 
ment. in passing it through the cabinet and 
in implementing it expeditiously." Mr. Indyk 
told reporters in the Foreign Press 
Association. 

In doing so. "the new government of Israel 
has committed itself to the peace process.” 
said the ambassador, who described the pro- 
tracted U.S.-brokered talks in which he took 
part as “brutal.” 

The Arab World had questioned Mr. 
Netanyahu's commitment to peace follow- 
ing his election eight months ago on a 
promise to bolster Israeli security and to 
oppose exchanging occupied Arab territory 
for peace. 

Under Mr. Netanyahu's Hebron deal with 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat carried 
out last Friday. Israel gave self-rule to most 
of the West Bank town, ending 30 years of 
occupation. 

Mr. Indyk appealed to Arab states, includ- 
ing Syria and Lebanon, to use Hebron as a 
springboard to further peacemaking. He said 
he had seen signs already of a thaw in 
Israel's relations with Jordan. Egypt. 
Morocco and Oman. 

"When Yasser Arafat calls Bibi Netanyahu 
his friend and partner, then why shouldn't 
the others do the same?” Mr. indyk asked. 

Mr. Netanyahu had reciprocated Mr. 
Arafat's comments by praising the 
Palestinian leader's moderation. Mr. Indyk 
said, addins: “One has a sense that some- 
thing has changed." 

He said Washington sought to lower its 
profile in Israeli- Palestinian negotiations, 
preferring that the two sides make commit- 
ments to each other rather than to the United 


States. 

Washington was forced at first to play an 
intermediary role because of a lack of trust 
between the two sides — bur this had a 


“In many ways we became a crutch to the 
panics.” he said. 

He recalled that after the two sides had 
agreed on a written summary of their meet- 
ing neither Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Moniechai or Palestinian Information 
Minister Yasser Abd Rabbo would sign. 

So. U.S. mediator Dennis Ross wound up 
initialling the agreement 

"Thuf is typical of the role we have come 
to play. Thai is not the role we should play 
now." said Mr. Indyk. 

In a meeting with Arab foreign journalists 
Tuesday, Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy urged the Arab World to warm rela- 
tions. saying "that is the incenuve for the 
peace process, and not the opposite." 

"If the response to every debate will be the 
freezing of normalisation ... then we turn 
ourselves and the peace into hostages,” Mr. 
Levy said. 

Mr. Indyk confirmed that a U.S. diplomat- 
ic campaign was underway in the Arab 
World and other world capitals to put new 
life in the broader peace effort and restart 
negotiations with Syria. 

"I think that those in the Arab World who 
have been parties to the peace 
process-should now reengage in a way that 
will enable us to use the Hebron agreement 
as a springboard for the peace process,” said 
Mr. Indyk. 

During 14 weeks of exhausting negotia- 
tions. the ambassador said, the Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders as well as their negotia- 
tors and military commanders forged rela- 
tionships. 

After an off-duty Israeli soldier opened 
fire on Palestinian shoppers in a Hebron 
market on Jan. 1. the two sides rushed to 
contain the emorions and prevent violence, 
he recalled. 

In another example, the Israelis allowed 
Palestinian undercover police into the city to 
contain anti- Israeli reactions, and Mr. Arafat 
cancelled a national day speech to a crowd 
of 10,000 that could have inflamed tensions, 
Mr. Indvk said. 


After Hebron deal, U.S. says 
rest is up to parties involved 


From Lamis Andoni in Boston 


HAVING SECURED the Hebron agree- 
ment. the U.S. will not pursue its hands-on 
policy in the Palestinian -Israeli talks and 
will leave it to both sides to figure out the 
v.uv to proceed towards the final status 
talks, aceotiling to American administration 
officials. 

The officials also said that the U.S. should 
not bo expected to intcil'crc to enforce any 
steps and the two sides will have to negoti- 
ate the details. 

"The U.S. has played a critical role but it 
i* o* ‘c uti.il to. the Pale simians and the 
Isiaehs to accommodate each *Mhers terms 
and concents.” a well-placed administration 
official told A1 Ra’i and the Jordan Times. 

ttllici administration sources said that the 
parties should not expect ilie U.S. to 
enforce the agreements. ‘There are no 
guarantees.” one source said. 

Palestinians had agreed to sign the proto- 
col only after the U.S. gave them assurances 
that Israel will withdraw from rural areas in 
ihe West Bank. But officials say that the 
assurances were similar to the letters of 
assurances that former Secretary of State 
James Baker gave Israel and the Arab gov- 
ernments concerned to enter (lie peace 
process launched in Madrid in 1991. 

Mr. B;ikcr's letters of assurances mainly 
stated that the Middle East peace process 
will he based on United Nations Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338. The let- 
ter'. which included different interpreta- 
tions u f 242 depending on the parties they 
were addressed to. had secured the atten- 
dance of all parties involved. However, the 
letters, as American officials later explained 
to the disappointment of some Arabs who 
were hoping that Washington will enforce 
the implementation of 242, were mostly a 
statement of the American position. 

In the case of the Hebron protocol [lie 
American assurances were contained in one 


letter without any variations but the 
Americans are now also saying that it was 
mostly a staiement of the American posi- 
tion and not guarantees. 

But American officials stress that the let- 
ter was close to the Israeli position on the 
withdrawals. The main point of the letter 
was that the U.S. stated that it was Israel's 
responsibility to determine the “military 
locations" that it would keep and the para- 
meters of Israeli withdrawal. 

The wording of the letter gave rise to dif- 
ferent interpretations. American supporters 
of he Likud Party immediately saw as a 
gicen light to Israel to define the size and 
the nature of the withdrawal. New York 
columnist Abe Rosenthal, who is known to 
be close to Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, said that the only reason that he 
welcomed the Hebron agreement was the 
American position contained in the letter of 
assurance. In his view the letter of assur- 
ance gave Israel the right to maintain con- 
trol. over as much of the Land it needs us it 
enters the final status negotiations. 

Asked if Washington supported Israel's 
self-declared right to determine the land it 
would want to keep under its control, 
American administration sources said that 
this could be one interpretation. 

Asked if such interpretation could leave 
any room for the implementation of 242 at 
the final status negotiations, the sources 
said the U.S. did not want to speculate 
about the future negotiations. 

Meanwhile, the American media have 
enthusiastically welcomed the Hebron 
agreement, running editorials and commen- 
taries explaining the Israeli side and indi- 
cating that the ball was in the Arab court. 
Above every tiling. American commentators 
and officials have repeatedly implied that it 
was now the Arab governments’ turn to 
accelerate the normalisation process. 


Bouez says 
Lebanon 


cannot 


try Iraqi 
diplomats 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Bouez on Wednesday 
rejered appeals against the 
release of three Iraqi diplo- 
mats held in connection with 
the murder of an opponent of 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

Two days ago a Lebanese 
investigative judge ordered 
the release of the three diplo- 
mats, Mohammad Kazem. 
Ali Darwish and Hadi 
Hassan on a bail of 50,000 
Lebanese pounds ($32) each. 

“Our opinion, based on all 
international jurisprudence 
and laws, is that Lebanon as 
a host country can cut diplo- 
matic relations and kick out 
the diplomats and consider 
them persona non-grata but it 
cannot try them,” Mr. Bouez 
said. 

Hie three, who have not 
yet been released, have been 
held without trial at 
Lebanon's biggest jail at 
Roummieh since their arrest 
immediately after the April 
12. 1994 killing of Iraqi dis- 
sident Taleb Souheil. 

The murder of Souheil, an 
opponent of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, brought a 
swiff rapture in diplomatic 
ties between Baghdad and 
Beirut which ordered die clo- 
sure of the Iraqi embassy. 

Souheil. who held 
Jordanian and Saudi pass- 
ports, was a leading member 
of the London-based Council 
for a Free Iraq. 

Lebanese authorities said 
in 1995 they were waiting 
for a reply by Lebanon’s 
Foreign Ministry on whether 
the suspects were listed as 
diplomats or non-diplomatic 
staff. 

Judicial sources said 
Souheil’s widow on 
Tuesday appealed to a judi- 
cial committee against the 
decision to bail out the diplo- 
mats and a Lebanese 
shopowner who is also 
accused of links to her hus- 
band’s murder. 

A fourth diplomat, com- 
mercial attache Khaled 
FChalaf who was also arrested 
in connection with the mur- 
der. died in custody of a 
brain haemorrhage in June 
1995. He had not faced trial. 

Jordan on Tuesday strong- 
ly condemned the Lebanese 
decision to free the three 
Iraqi diplomats. 

Awn Khasawneh. chief of 
ihe Royal Court, summoned 
Lebanese Ambassador to 
Jordan William Habib on 
Tuesday evening to hand 
over a formal complaint on 
the issue, ihe AFP reported. 

“The freeing of criminals 
is a violation of Lebanon's 
engagement to fight terror- 
ism and its commitment to 
justice,” said the statement 
addressed to Lebanon's gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Habib expressed 
“astonishment'’ at the 


protest. 

He said Lebanon had sim- 
ply “recognised that the three 
Iraqis bene fined from diplo- 
matic status and as a result 
could only be expelled 
because their government 
foiled to lift their diplomatic 
immunity.” 

Mr. Habib said the suspects 
would not be “freed,” some- 
thing that would imply their 
innocence, but “extradited.” 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, January 23-24, 1997 



Byzantine 

cross 

unearthed 


A SMALL bronze 
cross with inlaid 
wood is held by an 
archaeologist on 


Wednesday at the site 
below the Jaffa Gate in 


Jerusalem where it 
was dug up last week. 

The cross dates from 
the Byzantine era, 
roughly between the 
4th and 5th centuries 
AD., and is of partic- 
ular interest because it 
is the first cross to be 
unearthed with 

wooden pieces in it 

The cross was exca- 
vated from an area 
outside the Old City 
walls below the Jaffa 
Gate during a $5-mil- 
lion excavation from 
the Old Gty walls to 
the Mamilla housing 

t , . . 

Therarchaeologist m 


The'Srchaeologist in 
charge of the project 
Rony Reich, said he 
does not believe the 
inlaid wooden pieces 
were part of the Holy 
Cross of Jesus 
(Reuters photo) 


Former House Speaker 
Shreideh passes away 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Wednesday 
announced the death of for- 
mer Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker 

Abdullah KJeib Shreideh. 
His family said he was 120. 

Shreideh was also a mem- 
ber of the Upper House of 
Parliament and a former 


minister. 

Shreideh received his edu- 
cation at Tibnehin — Irbid 
Govemorate, before mov- 
ing to Irbid town to learn ar 
aF Rashadi School in 1 896 
and later at A1 An bar School 
in Syria where; he studied 
along with Siibhi J A6u 
Ghanimeh, Khalaf A1 Tel. 
Khalaf Mohammad. 

Mustafa Wahbi Tel, Saeed 
A1 Mufti, and Sameh Hijazi. 
He returned home in 1914 
and became a tribal chief in 
the Kufr Alma village. 

When he was 21, he 
formed a 200-member 
secret army to support the 
Great Arab Revolt. 

Shreideh was sentenced to 
10 years in prison during the 
Turkish reign but the late 
King Abdullah pardoned 
him after one year. 

In 1929 he joined the first 



Abdullah radb-Sfireiddr^ 


legislative council along 
with Oklah Mohammad, 


Najib Abul Shaer. 
Mohammad Haihashi, 
Rufeifan Majali, and 
Mahmoud Khreishan. 

In 1941 he was appointed 
as minister of agriculture 
and customs. Then King 
Abdullah appointed him as a 
member of the Upper House 
of Parliament. 

King Hussein appointed 
Mr. Shreideh as minister of 
state. Later on he was elect- 
ed as speaker of the Lower 
House. 


Efforts continue to secure 
Israeli release of engineer 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special in the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Efforts to 
secure the release of a 
Jordanian engineer detained 
in Israel for nearly a month 
have failed and it now 
appears that the man is 
being held because of his 
political beliefs and stand 
against normalising 

Jordan ian-Israeli relations, 
an activist said Wednesday. 

However, hopes were also 
expressed Wednesday that 
Hatem Istanbuli, a promi- 
nent member of the Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEA), could be released 
through government inter- 
vention before the Eid A1 
Fitr holiday, which falls in 


early February. 

The continued detention 
of Mr. Istanbuli has also 
drawn severe condemnation 
from the JEA as well as the 
Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights (AOHR). 

Mazen Rial, another 
member of the JEA who 
has been campaigning for 
the release of Mr.” Istanbuli 
since he was arrested on 
Dec. 26. said that Israeli 
authorities had not offered 
any explanation For the 
arrest and had kept the engi- 
neer incommunicado for 
the first 15 days. 

“It now appears that he 
was arrested for his political 
beliefs,” said Mr. Rial. He 


(Continued on page 7 ) 


Ciller covered up drug trafficking, German magistrates assert 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
Members of the Turkish gov- 
ernment. including current 
Foreign Minister and funner 
Premier Tanxu Ciller, have 
been protecting two Turkish 
families involved in heroin 
trafficking to western Europe, 
accord inn to German investi- 


gators. 

" In Ankara. Turkey issued a 
protest over the charges. 

“The claims are very ugly 
and we denounce this.” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Omer Akbul lold reporters. 

The alleged relationship 
was exposed by judges in the 
trial of three accused drug 
runners which ended in 
Frankfurt Tuesday. The 
judges said investigations had 
established there were ties 


between the traffickers and 
die Turkish government. 

The heroin traffic between 
Turkey and Western Europe 
was controlled by die 
Scnoglu and Bay basin fami- 
lies of Istanbul, who were 
■'covered” by the Turkish 
government. Both had 
“excellent relations" with the 
Turkish government and 
“personal contacts*' with Mrs. 
Ciller, presiding Judge Rolf 
Schwalbe said. 

This fact had seriously 
complicated investigations, 
he said. 

Another of the trial judges. 
Dox Neveling. said the court 
was convinced of the findings 
of the investigation. 

Asked about any political 
repercussions resulting from 


the accusation, he said: “That 
can liappen. but we have 
nothing to fear.” 

In Bonn, a spokesman for 
the Turkish embassy said the 
Turkish ambassador had spo- 
ken Tuesday evening about 
"this difficult matter” with 
German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel. 

Mr. Neveling, who is in 
charge of drawing up the offi- 
cial account of the trial- said 
the political background to 
the case emerged after an 
attempt to smuggle eight 
kilogrammes of heroin into 
Germany through Frankfurt 
aiipon in 1995. 

According to the judge, the 
influence of the Senoglu and 
Bay bus in families reaches “to 
the highest government cir- 


cles,” 

“Among others, Turkish 
Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller 
was named by the prosecu- 
tion,” Mr. Neveling said. 

The court Tuesday sen- 
tenced a Turk, an Italian and a 
Belgian to prison sentences 
of five to nine years for bring- 
ing the eight kilos of heroin 
into Germany from Istanbul, 
after a trial lasting three 
months. 

The Bay basin family is a 
Kurdish dan from Lice, a 
small dtv in southeastern 
Diyarbakir province that is 
considered Turkey's heroin 
production capital. 

Interpol arrested its leader, 
Huseyin Baybas in. 41. in late 
1995 in the Netherlands for 
drug trafficking. Releasing 


him a year later, the 
Netherlands gave Mr. 
Bay basin refugee status and 
refused to extradite him to 
Turkey. He has remained in 
the Netherlands. 

Mr. Baybasin has made 
sensational claims since his 
release, telling the Turkish 
press that he had belonged to 
a “gang” within the govern- 
ment since the 1980s, even 
transporting drugs in military 
vehicles. 

He has also implicated sev- 
eral political figured such as 
former Interior Minister 
Mehmet Agar, whom he has 
accused of dealing in heroin, 
and Ozer Ciller, the foreign 
minister's husband, who he 
said laundered drug money. 

Mr. Baybasin’s allegations. 


initially dismissed, gained 
credence with the eruption of 
the so-called Susurluk affair 
in November, when the for- 
mer police chief, a Turkish 
mafia boss and a Kurdish 
deputy of Mrs. Ciller’s party 
were all found together in a 
car that crashed. 

Agar was forced to resign 
over the scandal. 

^ In Ankara. Mr. Akbel said: 
“A protest note was submit- 
ted to the German embassv 
last night and another note 
was presented to the German 
Foreign Ministry in Bonn.” 

. “Our ambassador in Bonn 
is wiring a letter to Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel a£j 
we have formally asked 
Germany to give an explana- 
tion, Ik added. 


Pretoria 
puts off 
decision 


on arms 


for Syria 


PRETORIA (Agencies) — 
The South African govern- 
ment announced Wednesday 
it would hold international 
consultations, including with 
the United States, before tak- 
ing a final decision on die 
sale of military equipment to 
Syria. - 

,J)eputy President Thabo 
Mbelu told a press confer- 
ence here after the first cabi- 
net meeting of the year that 
he would be personally in 
charge of the consultations. 

“We want to talk to ali 
these important players and 
then come back to cabinet.” 
Mr. Mbeki said. 

“In terms of the interna- 
tional players, one is the 
United States,” he said, but 
declined to name the others. 

Both the United. States and 
Israel have condemned South 
Africa for planning to go 
through with a $641 million 
deal to supply tank weapons 
firing systems to Syria. 

The United States, which 
accuses Syria of supporting 
terrorism, has threatened to 
cut aid to South Africa if the 
deal goes ahead. 

Washington’s comments 
drew a healed response from • 
President Nelson Mandela, 
who has said South Africa 
will not allow other coun- 
tries to dictate its foreign pol- 
icy and that it will go ahead 
with the deal if it is in the 
country’s interesL 

South Africa says it is just 
one of several countries, 
including three unnamed 
European countries, which 
are bidding for the $650 mil- 
lion contract It also asserts 
drar a U-S. defence contractor 
is involved in at least one of 
those bids. 

Defence analysts say any 
major NATO power has the 
technology to produce the 
^equipment .which would 
improve and modernise the 
targetting ability of Soviet- 
built T-72 tanks, of which 
Syria has well over 1,000. 

The electronic system pro- 
vides computerised control 
of the mechanism that aims 
and fires the cannon in tanks 
and howitzers, making them 

many times more accurate 

something that has raised 
fears in Israel. 

While Washington says ft 
would have no option but to 
cut off aid worth $120 mil- 
lion this year if the deal went 
ahead. South Africa in turn 
accuses the United States of 
hypocrisy for not acting 
^nsr ihe U.S. contractor 
bidding for the deal. 

. Attempting to cool pas- 
sions U.S. ambassador to 
South Africa James Joseph 
c* Tuesday denied the 
J-hnion administration was 
«TOtemng South Africa and 
S II 'i d J? r i. the matter to be 
“s.‘ hroUgh diplQ ^ 


No comeback 
for Gorbachev yet 


MOSCOW (AP) — No 
political comeback for: 

Mikhail Gorbachev — not- 
yet, anyway. A . spokesman 
for the . former Soviet presi- 
dent denied a report Tuesday 
that he is contemplating run- - 
ning for the state Duma, or 
lower house of parliament 
Vladimir Polyakov told the 
Associated Press that - 
Gorbachev has no such 
plans. That squelched a 
rumour circulating in the 
Ural Mountains, where an 
official said Gorbachev’s 
supporters were already col- 
lecting signatures in his sup- 
port. Gorbachev’s dream of 
returning to the Kremlin 
office he was forced out of in 
1991 was crushed in June 
when he received just -0_5 1 - 
per cent of the vote in the 
presidential election, finish- 
ing seventh out of 1 0 candi- 
dates. Lionised abroad for 
ending the Communist 
Party’s totalitarian grip on 
the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, Gorbachev is still 
blamed by Russians for the 
turmoil and hardship set in 
motion by the Soviet col- 
lapse. 




Pollack sues 
Danish television 


COPENHAGEN (AP) — 
Win or lose, filmmaker 
Sydney Pollack says, he 
hopes his suit against Danish 
public television will send a 
message to Hollywood. 
Pollack is suing the Danish 
channel for showing his 
“Three Days of the Condor" 
in a format that chopped out 
about half the image. The 
movie was filmed in a wide- 
screen cinemascope, which 
has proportions different 
from those of the nearly- 
square^ television , screen. 
Showing such' films on TV 
requires either lopping -off 
much of the image or show- 
fog it in the original propor- 
tions with black bands at the 
top and bottom of the screen 
— the “letter-box” format. 
Pollack said Tuesday that 
Hollywood discourages TV 
viewers from accepting the 
letter-box format because it 
is increasingly tailoring films 
for TV. The suit was filed at 
his urging by the association 
of Danish film directors. It 
seeks 1 00,000 kroner 
($17,240) in damages and a 
ban on TV screening of 
Pollack's films in any but the 
original format. 


Gorilla adopts 
abandoned newborn 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — 
Alberta the gorilla spreads 
her love around. She adopted 
a baby lowland gorilla aban- 
doned by its young mother 
after birth Saturday at the 
San Diego wild Animal Park. 
Alberta responded to the 
baby’s hungry cries by pick- 
ing it up and nursing it, even 
though she is already caring 
for her own 10- month-old 
baby. It was only the second 
time on record that a mother 
gorilla in captivity assumed 
caretaking responsibilities 
for another’s newborn, park 
spokeswoman Debra Dunbar 
said Monday. And it is 
unlikely that biological 
mother penny could get her 
baby back even if she want- 
ed. ■ 


Runaway rhea nabbed 


KNOXVILLE (AP) — 
Tommy prince was working 
fo his yard when he heard 
footsteps in the woods 
behind his house in 
Knoxville, in the foothills of 
the Great Smoky Mountains. 
“I looked up and it was an 
EMU or an ostrich,” Prince 
said. Not at all. It was a run- 
away rhea, a tall, three-toed 
bird thar looks like a smallish 
ostrich. The flightless South 
American bird turned out to 
be fleet footed: it took two 
btxas Monday before one of 
Prince’s neighbours nabbed 
ft- “He got in a thicket and 
when he got tangled up. 10 
grabbed him and just hung 
on,” Sharon Howard said “It 
took everything f.had to hold . 
him.” The rhea was resting 
comfortably at a vet’s office, 
and the pet’s owner was on 
its way to collect it. 
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HLHKON (Agencies) 
pjcsunian leader Yasser 
aime n* Hebron Friday i 
h‘ |s nra cabinet meeting 
iwK Pivlestinkavrufec 
while residents marke 

ifiud anniversary of tl> 

Jlt h> a Jewish setder 
k-.L-a worshippers in 1 
nu 

Mi Aratiu flew fo bj 
oipuT from his Gaza 
he.hkjuiirveis for his s 
visit since Israeli troops 
da-u m *m about 80 per c 
the cil> a week ago. 

Mis tins! visit on Sunda 
erected by tens ofthousi 
cheering Palestinians, bu 
tfciv's arrival was more to 

After landing. Mr. Anti 
tn eh in front of’ the 
headquarters of the Riles 
National Authority ( 
van Mixing the new 
which has come to d> 
niun West Bank town tc 
been under full Israeli oc 
ihmy About 200 people 
end amid heavy sccur 
welcome their president 

In .itiiition to minish 
Mr Arafat's self-rule a 
Iridiv night's ineetin; 
to imoive member o 
executive committee of 
Palestine Liberation Org 
non iPLO), Palestinian 
dds said. 

Mr Aralai's visit coir 
with ceremonies murkin 
third anniversary of the 
massacre ar the Ibr 
Mosque, a sacred site fa 
Muslims, and Jews. 

About 150 relatives of 
killed in the massacre rat 
hotel next to City Hall > 
ihere were new calls fori 
settlers who still live 
heavy Israeli army guard 
city center to leave. 

"As long as the settle 
■‘bll here, there can sti 
massacres." said Aref 
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